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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Vinrtow R. SHEPARD, of
Covington, county of Kenton, and State of
Kentucky, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Passenger-Tickets and
Cash-Trare Receipts, of which the following is
a specifieation.

My invention relates to passenger-tickets or
fare-receipts; and it consists in a novel con-
struction of thesame,all as hereinafter set forth
and claimed.

It is a matter of common knowledge that
railroads and other earrierssuffer from the dis-
honesty of their employdés, and that, on the
other hand, employés are unjustly suspected
by thieir employers.

My object is to provide a tickeb and receipt
which will protect both employer and employé,
the one from loss financially and the other from
loss in reputation, and at the same time be
simple and inexpensive.

Tn the drawings, Figure 1shows a cash-fare
receipt with certain blank spaces prepared
with composition. Tig. 2showsthe same with
the blauk spaces filled out. Fig. 3is a side
view of an open hook of my improved eash-
fare receipts and shows the thickened ends.

A is the ticket or receipt, which may be
printed in any desired form or wording, leav-
ing such blank spaces B as may be preferred.
These blank spaces are then prepared with
composition, so as to provide a snitable writ-
ing-surface, and yet would at once disclose any
erasures oralterationsthat might be attempted
There
are a largenumber of compositions that would
accomplish this result, and I do not limit my-
selfto those deseribed. Preferably I use black
printer’s ink, lamp-black, or other dark sub-
stance as_a foundation, and then, as a second
coating, I use a preparation of spermaceti,
wax, and turpentine, or a composition of simi-
lar eharacter,and, finally, I use ocher or other
suitable coloring material to bring these blank
spaces to as near a uniform color with the
body of the ticket or receipt as is practicable.
In the method above desciibed black is the
foundation color. 'Fhe spermaceti, wax, and
turpentine, or composition of similar charac-
ter, are added to give and preserve a good

- writing-surface, and to give an oiliness and

elasticity that will insure Dringing the black
to the surface in case the writing on the sur-
face is attempted to be disturbed. The wax
gives bedy and consistency to the surface.
This composition also receives and holds the
coloring, so that it cannot be rubbed off or
marred, and keeps the writing surface smooth
and soft and prevents it from hardening, as
would otherwise occur. The ocher or other
coloring is used to give these blank spaces a
similar appearance to the body of the ticket
or receipb. It will be readily scen that these
colors may be reversed or others substituted
in their place, and I do not lHimit myself to the
materials or arrangement specified.

In place of spermaceti, wax, and turpentine,
1 have found thata preparation of spermaceti,
wax, and sperm-oil answers the purpose ad-
mirably; also, the same with turpentine added.

A writing-surface may also be prepared by
using the spermaceti, wax, and turpentine or

similar composition on eolored paper, the col-

oring of the paper furnishing the background.

Dotted lines ¢ indicate perforations by which
check C, which I preferably use, may be read-
ily toru from the ticket or check. Dotted lines
d indicate perforations by which the ticket or
chieck can be eonvenicently separated from the
book D, in which they are bound. In binding
the tickets into hooks the cnds @ and checks
C may be thickened, so as to keep the tickets
from resting upon each other and injuring the*
composition, if that is found necessary.

1% represents the number of the book, and F
the numbers of the tickets.

The blank spaces treated with my composi-
tion secure a good writing-sarface for a Jead-
pencil, and the writing upon it is more dis-
tinet than would be produnced by the same lead-
pencil on paper not prepared thus, and, as has
been previously stated, any attempt at erasare
or alteration of the words or figures written on
such surfaces would so mix the colors as to pro-
duce an nnsightly blot, which could notin any
way be removed or concealed, and would fur-
nish indisputable evidence that it had been
tampered with,

There are several methods in which {hese
cash-fare receipts and tickets may be used.
Preferably T would pursue the following meth-
od: Before taking s frain ont the eonduetor
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2 384,291

will be furnished with abook of tickets, which
will be charged against him. Whenever in
his rounds through the train he finds a pas-
senger who has not provided himself with a
ticket, the conductor will ascertain thedistance
which he wishes to travel, collect the fare fixed
by the company for that distance, and issue
one of my tickets so filled out as to show the
date upon which this passenger made his jour-
ney, the particular train upon which he rode,
the station at which he took the train, and the
station at which he left it, the amount of fare
he paid, and the conductor’sname. The ticket
filled out will be torn from the book and handed
to the passenger for hisinspection. When the
passenger has examined it, the conductor will
take it up, separate the check from the recept,
punch the check and hand it to the passenger
as evidence that his fare is paid, and retain
possession of his receipt.

Tn case of a dispute between the conductor
and passenger as to the distance the passenger
is entitled to travel, reference can be had to
the receipt inthe eonductor’s possession, which
the passenger has examined and pronouneced
correct, and which corresponds in number
with the check he holds himself. The record
thus made, after inspection by the passenger,
would also be an important protection to the
railroad company against unfounded claims.

Upon arriving at the end of his “run,”’ the
conductor will turn over to the proper officer
of the company whatever number of receipts
he has in his possession, together with the
tickets of various kinds which he has collected
and the cash fareshe has collected. The number
of receipts which he turns over must of course
correspond with the number of cash-fare tickets
he has torn from the book which had been fur-
nished him, and the amount of cash which he
turns over must equal the aggregate amount
of fares represented by the receipts. Thus

cub off from all opportunity to retain the re-
ceipts of cash-fare tickets which he has issued,
or of issning them incorrectly—that is, for less
than the amount of fare the passenger has

paid=or of altering them after they are issued,
there is but one method remaining by which
the dishonest conductor can defrand the com-
pany—viz., by neglecting to issue a ticket
when a cash fare is collected; but that would
be an omission which the dullest “‘gpotter’’
could not fail to note,and one which other pas-
sengers, as well as the one paying the fare,
would soon learn to observe,andin many cases,
prompted by the hope of some slight reward
from the railroad company, to reporb to its
proper officials. To take such a chance a con-
ductor will need to be as foolhardy as he is dis-
honest, and it can be assumed that instances
of that sort will be rare. :

No elaim is made to any particular form of
wording of these tickets or reeeipts. 1t is ob-
vious that these prepared blank surfaces may
be used for many purposes, and I do not limit
myself to passenger-tickets and cash-fare re:
ceipts or palace drawing-room or sleeping-car
tickets.

T elaim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. A ticket or card having a writing-surface
composed of a foundation of some positive
color with a preparation of spermaceti, wax,
and turpentine, or similar composition spread
thereon, and the whole covered by a coating
of coloring material of the desired color, sub-
stantially as shown and described. ;

2. A ticket or card having a central portion
of uniform thickness with thickened end por-
tions, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.

3. A book of tickets or receipts, A, having
blank spaces B, prepared with a composition,
substantially such as described, and also pro-
vided with checks C and ends d, the said ends
and checks being thickened, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

VINTON R. SHEPARD.
Witnesses:
J. C. HARPER,
WiLLiAM S. HARTLEY.
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