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To all whom it may concerw:

=0

_ Beit known that I, WiLLiAM E. GARD, re-

sidingat Meriden, Connectient, have invented.

certain new and useful Improvements in Far-
niture-Casters, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings forming part hereof.
My invention relates to casters for furniture

_of all descriptions, and bas for its objects to
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simplify the construction-thereof, to render
them stronger and therefore less liable to
break under the heavy strain brought upon
them while in use, and to make them of a con-
siderably less number of parts.

With these objects in view, my invention

‘consists in the improved construction,arrange-

ment,” and combination .of parts hereinafter
described, and afterward specially pointed out
in the claims. .

Figure 1 is a view, in vertical section, of a
caster made in accordance with my invention,
and part of a furniture-leg.” Tig. 2 is a view
of the parts of the caster detached. Fig. 31is
a sectional view of a slightly-modified form of
combined socket and ferrnle made aceording
to my invention; and Fig. 4 is a vertical sec-
tion through the device, as shown in Fig. 1,

" the spring being struck out of the same metal
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as the socket.

Like letters of reference mark the same
parts in all the figures.

"Referring to the drawings by letters, A
marks the lower part of a furniture-leg prop-
erly bored to receive a caster.

-B is the wheel of the caster, mounted on a

pin, b, journaled in a fork at the lower end of
the pintle C, which is provided at its upper
end (or it may be better called its ¢ inner?

" end) with a ball, ¢, made in one piece there-
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with.
D is a combined socket, ferrule, and detain-

ing-spring, struck up from sheet metal in a
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single piece, the socket being marked d, the
ferrale e, -and thespring . The part ¢, which
I have denominated the ¢ ferrule,”’ is termed
by some in the farniture trade the ‘‘track-
plate.”’ .
The operation of my invention will be read-
ily understood froman inspection of the draw-
ings. The socket is driven in-the bore in the

leg, the ferrule e serving to prevent the split-
ting or other injury thereof, and is especially
* useful before the caster-pintle is put on, serv-
ing as a smooth base upon which to slide the

farniture. To apply the wheel, it is only
necessary to push the pintle in until the ball
on its inner end passes the end of thespring,
which holds it in place while the ball has its
bearing on the inner end of the socket, whereby
the swiveling of the stem is provided for.

In the caster-sockets and track-plate here-
tofore made there are many objections which
my invention overcomes. '

First. Thesocketsheretofore made (and used
in connection with a track-plate) are con-
structed in two halves vertically,and when
the two halves are driven into the wood they
frequently Iap over each, either on account of
the hole being improperly bored or the wood
being of unequal density;and this lapping
over causes the caster-pintle to bind; and the
caster willnotturn, My inventionovercomes
this objection, inasmuch as the socket isin

- one piece, and no matter how its hole is bored

or what the density of the wood it is impos-
sible to change the size of the orifice for the
caster-pintle. g

Second. The sockets heretofore made are of
cast-iron, (either malleable or gray,) and, as
in the case with all castings, no two are ex-
actly alike and many are imperfect, so that
in some cases the sockets split the wood in
driving in, and in other cases the sockets are
so loose as to drop out, while mine, being
formed in a die, are all perfect and alike..

Third. In the work of a furniture-factory,

where these things are put in, the element of

time is a great consideration, and m_ine,bemg
all in one piece, is quickly and easily fitted,
while those of two or more pieces require
time and patience to pick up, adjust, and put
together. ' .

What I claim as new,and desire to scéureby
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. In a furniture-caster, the combination,
with the pintle having a knob at its inner
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end, of the combined socket and ferrule made -

in a single piece and provided with a detain-
ing-spring, as set forth. o
2. In combination, the pintle, and the com-
bined socket and ferrule struck up from a-sin-
gle piece of metal, as set forth.
In testimony whereof Thereunto set iny hand
in the presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM E. GARD.
‘Witnesses: ‘
S. BRASHEARS,
J. H. Harp.
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