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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THADDEUS SWEESY, of
Bradford, in the county of McKean and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new

.and useful Improvements in Inkstands; and

I do hereby declare the following tobe afull,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to

which it pertains to make and use it, refer-

ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form part of this specification.
My invention relates to an improvementin

“attachments for inkstands; and it consists in
‘the combination of an elasti¢ air-tight cover

or diaphragm, a ring -or loop to -which the
edges of the dover are.secured, a band or
strmw which is attached to oppos1te sides of
the ring for the purpose of holding the'cover
whtly in position upon the top of the ink-

stand, and a vertically-moving tube havinga

cone or funnel formed upon its upper end, as
will be more fully described hereinafter.
The object of my invention is to provide an
attachment which is intended especially for
wide-mouth inkstands, and which, when ap-

.plied to the inkstand, closes its top, S0 as to

~ prevent evaporation of the ink, and dust or
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dirt from getting into it, and which causes
the ink to be dchveled to the pen in 311st the
quantity desired.

Figure 1-is a vertical section of an mksmnd
embodying my invention. Figs. 2 and 3 are
modifications of the same. Fig. 4 is a per-
spective of an inkstand with my invention
attached thereto. .

A represents an inkstand, made of olass or
any other suitable matemal, and which has
its mouth made sufficiently large to allow a
free play of the elastic cover B, which is
placed over its top. This cover B is prefer-
ably made from sheet-rubber; but any other

elastic material may be used for the purpose,

and which has its edges seeured in any suit-
able manner to the ring-C, which rests upon
the top of the inkstand, ThlS ring is enough

larger than the mouth of the 1nk<tand toleave
a suitable space between it and the flange
which is usually formed around the mouth,
and.the ring serves to stfetch the cover B so
that it will fit tightly enough over the flange
around the mouth of the inkstand to form a

perfectly-tight joint at this point. Secured
to this ring, upon opposite sides, is a rubber
band, string, or other fastening device a, by
means of which my attachment is held in
place upon the inkstand, and which allows it

to be quickly and readily removed and re-.

placed at any time. As this cover B closes
the mouth of the inkstand air-tight, it will
readily be seen that no material evaporation

1 can take place, and that no dust or dirt can

settle in the ink, as would otherwise be the
case.
a small opening, and through this opening is
passed the vertical tube G, which has a fun-
nel or cone I formed upon its upper end, and
into which the pen is pressed when ink is
needed. The lower end of the tube extends
any suitable distance downward near to the
bottom of the inkstand; but the tube should

 be short enough to allow sufficient vertical

movement to have the elastic cover to press
the air sufficiently in the top of the inkstand
to force the ink up into the tube or funnel.
The air in the top of the inkstand is com-
pressed when the tube is pressed downward
by a pressure of the pen, and which down-
ward movement causes the cover B to act
upon the ink through this compressed air, so
as to force the ink up through the tube. The
compression of the air by the cover is in ex-
act proportion to the pressure of the pen in
the funnel, and hence the writer can always
regulate the exact amount of ink which is to

be fed to the pen.

My invention is intended as a separate and
distinet attachment, which can either be sold
with an ordinary wide-mouth inkstand or
bought separately and appllecl totheinkstand
already in use.

In éase myinvention is to beapplied to an
inkstand having no flange around its mouth,
the rubber cover may be attached to a rub-
ber ring ¢, such agis used by children in teeth-
ing, and .this. rubber ring will then form a
tight joint with the top of the inkstand.
Should the inkstand have a flange e around
its mouth or top, then the cover can be sim-
ply sprung over this flange and will form a
tight joint without the loop, string, or band
to secure it to the inkstand, and which may
or may not be attached to a ring or frame c.

Through the top of this coveris formed
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If the cover is to be sprung around a flanged
mouth such as shown in Fig. 3, and the ring
attached thereto to add strength and dura-
bility, the said ring or frame will be made of
elastic material. »

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— -

1. In an attachment for inkstands, the com-
bination of a flexible diaphragm provided on
its under side with an expansible and con-
tractible flange or ring which clamps the
mouth of the inkstand, and an opening and a
vertically-moving tube which passes through
the said openinginto the stand, and provided
with a dipping funnel or cup at its upper end,
substantially as shown and described.

2. In an attachment for inkstands, the com-
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bination of a frame or ring which rests upon
the upper portion of the stand, a flexible dia-
phragm hermetically secured thereto and pro-
vided with an opening, a vertically-moving
tube extending through the said opening and
having a dipping cup or funnel at its upper
end, and a string or band secured to the cover
and passing around the body of the stand,
whereby the attachment is secured thereto,
substantially as shown and deseribed.

Intestimony whereof Iaffix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

THADDEUS SWEESY.

Witnesses:
JaMESs E. MAUROW,
RAY E. WILSON.
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