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To all whom 6 may concern:

Be it known that I, JOSIAH M. BALDWIN, &
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Manistee, in the county of Manistee
and State of Michigan, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Hand-Braces, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention has relation toimprovements
in hand-braces serviceable in writing, and is
particularly adapted to aid the writer in
acquiring and maintaining a correct position
of the hand and pen, and at the same time
acts as & hand support and rest.

Referenceis had tothe accompanying draw-
ings, wherein—

Figure 1shows the brace and holder in use.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the pen-holder.
Fig.3 is a perspective view of the brace. Tig.
4 is a holder for a lead-pencil when used in-
stead of a pen. Fig. 5 is a modified form of
a brace or stay.

A designates a pen-holder made from fif-
teen to twenty inches in length, (according to
the height of the writer,) which is intended to
reach to the shoulder of the user for the pur-
pose hereinafter described. To the holder A
are secured two bands or loops 12, placed one
above the other at convenient intervals to re-
ceive the first and second fingers of the hand,
respectively. These bands are made of elas-
tic material. By passing the first finger
through loop 2 and the second finger through
loop 1 it will be readily perceived that the
fingers are held in the correct position on the
holder.

B designates one form of bracc-rod which
I use in connection with my holder. It con-
sists of a straight rod or bar of suitable rigid
material, to which is secured an elastic band
or attaching device 3. The brace-rod is se-
cured in its proper position by arranging the
elastic band 3 around and over the arm at
the shoulder and holds the brace in the pitof
the arm and causes it to point outward, as
seen in Fig. 1 of the drawings. By placing
the upper end of the pen-holder A on the in-
ner or left-hand side of the brace B it will be
practically impossible to tip the holder to the
right, and the hand being thus held in a cor-

rect position for free use in writing by the
force of the brace-rod bearing against the up-
per portion of the pen-stock.

In Fig. 5 I have shown a form of stay to
be used in place of the brace-rod B. This con-
sists of a safety-pin C, to one end of which is
fastened a ring 4. The pin Cis fastened to
the right shoulder of the coat with the ring
outward, the ring being used to receive the
end of the holder A, and thus serving as a
brace. . -

In Fig. 4, C designates a pencil-holder to be
used, when desired, instead of a pen in con-
nection with the braces already described.

Having thus described my invention, whatl
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a hand-rest, the combination, with a
long pen-stock A, adapted to rest with its up-
per end against the shoulder of the user,of a
loop 2, secured to the pen-stock to embrace
the upper joint of the forefinger of the hand,
and a loop 1, secured to the pen-stock to em-
brace the lower portion of the second finger
of the hand, substantially as described.

2. A hand-rest consisting of a long pen-
stock A, provided with a loop 2 to embrace the
upper joint of the forefinger of the hand, a
loop 1 to embrace the lower portion of the sec-
ond finger of the hand, and a stay to hold the
upper end of the pen-stock from turning out-
ward, substantially as described.

3. A hand -rest consisting of a long pen-
stock A, provided with a loop 2 to embrace the
upper joint of the forefinger of the hand, a
loop 1 to embrace the lower portion of the sec-
ond finger of the hand, and the brace-rod B,
consisting of a rod provided with a loop
adapted to secure the rod to the shoulder of
the user and hold the rod in an outward posi-
tion, substantially as described, and for the
purpose specified.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand in the presence of two attesting wit-
nesses,

JOSIAH M. BALDWIN.

Witnesses:

ALBERT WELKLEY,
Lyxy D. Woob.
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