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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE F. NEWLAND,
a citizen of the United States, residing at De-
troit, county of Wayne, State of Michigan,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Attachments for Telephones;
and I declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of theinvention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which it
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation of
a telephone signal-box with my device at-
tached thereto. Fig. 2 is a separate view of
the bell-clapper holder, showing part in sec-
tion. Tig. 3 is a view at right angles to Fig.
1, showing a modification; and Fig. 4 is a de-
tail view of part of the modification.

In the use of telephones much annoyance
is created, due to the fact that when a person
goes to a telephone to make: a call he rings
his own bell, and others about the establish-
ment are apt to go to the telephone, presum-
ing that a distant party is calling, only to find
his error. ’ :

To providea simple and inexpensive mech-
anism for remedying the difficulty is the pur-
pose of my invention, and this I accomplish
in the manner hereinafter described and
claimed.

To this end A represents the signal-box of
the usual telephone apparatus, and B is its
bell; b, the clapper.

C is a plunger, preferably provided with
a spring ¢ for retracting it, and with a thumb-
piece ¢’ for pushing it against the bell-clap-
per. I also preferably provide it with a bi-
furcated or forked end ¢* adapted toembrace
the stem of the clapper. This is so arranged
that the person calling may press it into en-
gagement with and so hold the clapper. As
soon as he has rung up the central office he
may release the clapper, either by a positive
shift of the plunger back to its original po-
gition, or the retracting-spring may release it.

(No model.)

The stem may be provided with a noteh ¢? ot
equivalent catch, whereby it may be tempo-
rarily locked in engagement with the clap-
per, the spring returmno it as soon as the
catch is disengaged. ThlS device may be ar-
ranged in relation to the push-button or push-
shaft, so that the act of pushing the button
or shaft will serve to engage the device with
the clapper, and by relieving the push-button
orpush-shaft the engagement is broken. Such
a variation with the push-button is shown in
TFigs. 3 and 4.  So, also, any form of catch ¢?
may be employed for temporarily holding the
device in engagement with the clapper.

The signal-bell is usually attached to the
door of the signal-box. When, therefore, as
shown in Fig. 3, the device is made to oper-
ate by pressing the push-button, it may be
forked, as shown at ¢, so as to disengage from
the button when the door is opened.

As will be seen, my invention is designed as
an attachment for telephones only, and I do
nottherefore claim, broadly, the use of a clutch
or holder to hold the clapper of a bell.

What I claim is—

1. A telephone attachment consisting of
the spring-retracted rod C, forked at its up-
per end to engage the bell-clapper and notched
near its lower end to engage a projection for
1'etaining it in its operating position, embrac-
ing the clapper until released, subsbantially
as descubed

2. The combination, with a telephone sig-
nal-bell located on a hinged door, of a clutch

or holder also located on said door and adapt-

ed to engage the clapper, said clutch con-
structed to engage the push-button as the door
is closed, whereby it may be operated by the
act of pressing the button.

In testimony whereof I sign this spemﬁca-
tion in the presence of two Wltnesses

GEORGE F. NEWLAND.
Witnesses: |,
'W. H. CHAMBERLIN,
L. A. DoErLTZ,
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