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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known thatl, FRANK. A. STECHER, of
the city of Rochester, county of Monroe, and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in T'rucks; and
I dohereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the-accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon.

My present invention has forits object to
providean improved truck for handling heavy
and bulky bodies, more particularly large
lithographic stones, whereby a single operator
may with great ease remove heavy stones
from or insert them in alithographic press or
manipulate them in any desired manner 5 and
to this end the invention consists in certain
novelties of construction and combinations of
parts, as will be hereinafter described, and
the novel features pointed out in the claims
at the end of this specification.

In the drawings, Figures 1 and 2 arve side
elevations of a truck constructed in aceord-
ance with my invention, showing the partsin
different positions; Fig. 3, a rear elevation,
and Tig. 4 a plan view partly in section.

Similar letters of reference in the several
figures denote similar parts.

A represents the main frame of the truck,
constructed, preferably, of rectangular form,
having two wheels B at one end, mounted in
stationary bearings, and two caster-wheels O
C-at the front, so as to permit free movement
in any direction. Upon the upperside of this
frame is a supplemental frame D, on the up-
per portion of which are journaled three,
more or less, shafts E, F, and G, the former
having an operating-handle E’, a ratchet-
wheel E? and a pinion E3, the shaft F hav-
ing at one end a gear B/, meshing with pinion
13, and atthe other a pinion F?, meshing with
a gear G’ on shaft @, said shaft G having
also two pinions G?*thereon. Mountedin suit-
able guides in the frame D are (preferably
two) rack-bars H, with which the pinions G2
mesh, carrying at their upper ends a platen J.
A pawl E* prevents backward movement of
ratchet B2

Krepresentsa truck-body constructed after
the manner of an ordinary hand-truck, hav-

| ing the handles X’ and the plate or fiange K2

at the lower forward portion, and upon its
outer sides three, more orless, longitudinally-
arranged rollers M. Insteadof providing this
frame with wheels, as ordinarily, its lowerrear
side is provided with two segmental racks N
N, adapted to mesh with horizontal racks 0 O,
secured to the top of frame A, and said racks
areso disposed relative to the top of the platen
when in lowest position that when the frame
KK is turned back its lower side will be level
with and rest upon the latter, and may be
locked thereto by a spring-catch P, secured
to one of the cross-bars of the frame adapted
to co-operate with the edge of the platen or a
projection secured thereto.

The operation will now be readily under-
stood.  The operator rolls the truck up to a
lithographic stone or other article it is de-
sired to move, turns the frame X down to the
position shown in Fig.1, and tips the stone
overuponit. Then heturns the frameK back
upon the segments, which prevent slipping
and elevate it to the top of the platen, the end
of the segments constituting stops for pre-
venting the longitudinal movement of the
frame K, while the cateh P locks it to the
platen. The truckis now run to the pressor
other place where it is desired to deposit the
stone, and if the level of the place of deposit

is higher than the top of frame-work D, the

operator turns the handle E’, raising the
platen and frame K to the desired level, as
shown in Fig. 2, when the stone or other ar-
ticle may be rolled off onto the press-platen
or other place desired. Of course stones or
other objects may be removed from high ele-
vations and deposited on the floor, as desired,
and the truck used for other purposes than
desecribed.

It desired, the segments attached to frame
K could be cam-shaped with the increased ra-
dius at the upper portion, so as to raise the
frame to a higherlevel in the first place. The
rack-bars O,in connection with the segments,
prevent any slipping on the main frame.

Many modifications could be made by those
skilled in the art without departing from the
spirit of my invention, and I do not desire to
be confined to precisely the arrangements
shown.
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I claim as my invention—

1. In a truck, the combination, with the
frame having one or more racks thereon, of
the truck-body K, having one or more seg-
ments adapted to engage said racks, substan-
tially as described.

2, In a truck, the combination, with the
frame having one or more racks thereon, of
the truck-body K, having the plate K* at its
lower end, and one or more segments ¢o-op-
erating with the racks on the frame, substan-
tially as described.

3. In a truck, the combination, with the
frame having one or more racks thereon and
the platen and devices for elevating it, of the
truck-body K, having the segment or segments
for co-operating with the racks, adapted to be
turned over upon the platen,substantially as
deseribed.

FRANK. A. STECIIER.

Witnesses:
IFrED F. CHURCH,
8. E. TRUE.
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