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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMEs P. STROLE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at San
Marcos, in the county of Hays and State of
Texas, have invented a new and useful Trace-
Carrier, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention has relation to a trace-car-
rierfor heavy draft-harness, and is especially
designed for that class of traces composed of
links; and among the objects in view are to
obviate the rubbing and chafing of the links
against the harness.

With these general objeets in view the in-
vention consists in attaching a loop at each
side of the back-band in line with the trace
and in loosely mounting in the loop an in-
verted-U -shaped trace-carrier, the terminals
of which form eyes adapted to support and
carry the trace-chains, and also in mounting
upon the inverted-U-shaped carrier a wedge-
shaped locking-tongue independently mova-
ble upon the carrier, the locking end of
which is designed to take into a convenient
link, or where a strap is employed into an eye
let therein, and thus prevent the chafing of
the trace against the back-band.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
perspective of one-half of a back-band pro-
vided with an attachment constructed in ac-
cordance with my invention. Fig. 2 isa trans-
verse section of the same., Fig. 3 is a per-
spective in detail of the U-shaped carrier;
Fig. 4, of the locking-tongue.

Llhe numerals of 1efelenee indicate hke
parts in all the figures of the drawings.

‘1 represents an ordinary back-strap of a
harness, which, upon the outer face of each
side, is provided with a leather or ether loop
2, secured thereto by means of rivets 3 pass-
ing through the terminals of the leather loop
and the back-strap.

4 represents an inverted-U-shaped trace-
carrier, the ends of which terminate in open
eyes 5,and the intermediate portion of which
rests loosely in the loop.
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6 represents a trace, in this instance formed
of aseries of links composing the chain which
is carried by the eyves 5.

7 representsa V- shaped locking-tongue, the
ends of which are bent, as at 8, to embrace
the U-shaped carrier at each side of the loop
2, whereby the tongue is loosely mounted and
adapted to swing upon and independent of
the carrier. The lower end of the V-shaped
tongue is reduced to form a shank 8%, and is
adapted to be inserted into one of the links
of the chain after drawing the chain taut
from the hame or yoke. If aleather trace is
employed, the tongue is inserted into a eon-
venient eyelet, although the device herein de-
seribed is especially designed for use in con-
nection with traces formed of chains.

From the above description it is apparent
that the chafing of the chain against the back-
band and other harness is avoided, and that
in a simple and inexpensive manner, which
may belocked in position or withdrawn there-
from in a convenient manner.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—

The combination, with the back-band and
its depending loop, of the herein-described
improved trace-carrier, consisting of the in-
verted-U-shaped carrier-frame terminating
in opposite trace-receiving eyes, and the V-
shaped bifurcated tongue, the lower end of
which isadapted to engage alinkof the trace-
chain and the upper branches or bifurcations
of which are bent to form eyes, loosely re-
ceiving the frame intermediate its terminals
and at each side of the loop, substantially as
specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

J. P. STROLE.

Witnesses:
RoBT. KYLE, .
CHAS. TTUTCHINGS.
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