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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaM A. WEED, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Ilinois, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improvement in Clamps or Holders and
Boxes for Soap, &c.,of which the following is
a specification. »

My invention relates to a certain improve-
ment, hereinafter specifically claimed,involy-
ing the employmentof a box of the class hav-
ing a body or case closed at one end and
open at the other end to receive a sliding
cover for closing said open end; and my ob-
jects are to provide asimpleand inexpensive
clamp or holder for calkes of tooth-soap,shav-
ing-soap, and other articles, and to adapt such
holder to slide within the box, close its open
end, and confine the cake of soap, &c., which

. holder, when withdrawn, carries the clasped
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article with it and may be grasped by the fin-
gers while the article is being used—as, for
instance, in rubbing a tooth-brush over the
soap and applying lather to the face.

In the accompanying drawings, which show
a suitable embodiment of my invention, Fig-
ure 1 is a view in perspective showing the
box-case with its end-closer clasping a cake
of soap and partially withdrawn from the
box-case. Fig. 2 is a similar view showing
the clamp in place in the box-case, and Fig.
3 a like view of the clamp alone.

A fiexible clamp or yielding holder A, best
constructed of spring metal, is made open at
one end and at opposite sides,so as to be sub-

‘stantially U-shaped and of a size to receive,

in this instance, a eake of tooth-soap B, to be
clamped thereby. A box-caseor body C,open
only at one end, and by preference of metal,
is made of dimensions such as to adapt its
open end to be closed by the holder when
it, with the soap clamped between its jaws a,
is slid into the case. The parts should be so
proportioned that when the holder is slid into

the case the holderis caused to yield orspring

slightly at its end b, thus insuring sufficient
frictional contact between the holder and box-
case to retain the holder and scapin place in
the box and close the end thereof by the
holder end . 'To provide for this compres-

sion of the holder to removably clamp it in
the box-case, the holder at and near its end b
is made of a width between its jaws slightly

in excess of the thickness of the soap-cake B

or equivalent article to beclamped.” The dis-
tancebetween theyielding jaws atand toward . 55
their outer ends should be somewhat less than
the thickness of the article to be clamped, so
that when it is inserted between the jaws
they are slightly spread apart, thus exerting
a clamping action on the article. )

To insure a firmer grasp upon the article
by the holder than would result merely from
frictional contact therewith of the holder, I
provide one or more inward projections d
upon each jaw of the holder, which may, as 63
shown, be formed by shortlips or spurs struck
or punched from the material constituting
the jaws and near the outer ends thereof.

To6 enable the combined holder and box-
end cover to be readily grasped by the fingers 70
to withdraw it from the box-case, notches or
finger-slots D are provided in the case at its
open end.

From the above description it will be seen
that by grasping ihe holder in the fingers 75
the article carried thereby becomes firmly
clamped for use; thal by releasing the holder-
jaws from pressure of the fingers, and, if
needed, slightly spreading apart the jaws, the
article may be adjusted to different positions 8o
and caused to projeet more or less from the
holder, and then again clamped; that when
the holder is shoved into the box-case the end
of the case is closed and the holder and con-
tained article secured within the box-case, 85
and that in opening the box by removal of
the holder the clamped article is withdrawn
with it, It will further be understood that
when a cake of soap is clamped it may be
held without coming in contact with the fin- go
gers, and thatit may be adjusted in the holder
as consumed by use, as by rubbing a tooth-
brush upon it or in rubbing the soap upon
the face for shaving. ' v

I do not wish to be understood as confining 95
my invention in all respects to the precise de-
tails of construction and arrangement here-
inbefore described, as various modifications
may be made without departure from my im-
provements—as, for instance, by the employ- 100
ment of other material than metal; by pro-
viding a finger-hold or handle upon the holder
for withdrawing it from the box-case; by pro-
viding the projections d near the inner ends
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of the holder-jaws instead of toward their
outer ends, thus rendering unnecessary the
endwise adjustment of tooth-soap, the open
sides of the holder admitting the tooth-brush
to the soap until it is used up, and by form-
ing the projections by roughening, corrugat-
ing, or ribbing the inner sides of the jaws in-
stead of by the formation of ‘the pointed pro-
jections shown. ‘

I claim as my invention—.

The combination of the box-case open only

_at one end and the holder or ¢lamp for a cake
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of soap, &e., formed with the two yielding jaws
united at one end and open at one end and
at opposite sides, and serving to close the end 15
of the box-case, substantially as and for the
purpose set, forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
sceribed my name.

WILLIAM A. WEED.

Witnesses:
E. P. KASTLER.
ADOLF G. VOGELER,.




