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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL P. BALDWIN, of
Newton, county of Middlesex, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Puzzle Toys, of which the following deserip-
tion, in connection with the accompanying
drawings, is a specification, like letters on the
drawings representing like parts.

This invention has for its object the pro-
duction of a novel puzzle toy.

In accordance with myinvention a series of
blocks, which may be of wood or of other suit-
able material, are preferably made oblong in
shape and arranged with their inner ends ad-
jacent to each other to form a central space,
which represents the center or interior of. a
fort. The blocks at theirouter endsare made
solid, as herein shown, with the exception of
one, which is provided with a longitudinal
opening or passage-way, by which to gain en-
Each of the remaining
blocks has its uppersurface made inclined up-
ward from its inner lowerend, and each block
at its rear end or highest point is provided
with a cavity to receive a ball, which may be
a marble or shot of any desired size.  The
blocks referred to are secured to or form part
of the bottom of a suitable box or case, in
which are located the balls or marbles.

The object of the puzzle is to get the balls
in suceession through the longitudinal pas-
sage or entrance of the fort and then get the
said balls up the inclined sides of the blocks
and into the cavities at their upper ends, so
that when all the balls are in their proper
places the fort may be supposed to be manned
or guarded. . The entrance-block may have
erected upon it a flag or other suitable emblem.

My invention therefore consistsin the com-
bination, with a box or case, of a series of
blocks located on the bottom thereof and ar-
ranged, substantially as will be deseribed, to
leave a central space and form a fort, one of
the blocks being provided with a longitudi-
nal passage constituting the entrance to the
fort, and each of the other blocks having its
upper face ineclined and provided with a
socket at its upper end to receive a ball, sub-
stantially as will be described.

Figure 1 is a top or plan view of a puzzle
toy embodying my invention; Fig. 2, a trans-
verse section of the toy shownin Figl1 online

© x; Figs. 3 and 4,
ferred to.

A represents a box, case, or receptacle, which
may be of pasteboard or other usual or suit-
able material, The box A has secured to or
forming part of its bottom a series of blocks
@ o', having theirinnerendsbroughttogether,
s0 as to form a central space ¢® whichis closed
at all points, exeept at one point, where the
balls are admitted into the space ¢® Each
block ¢ (therebeing five herein shown) is made
inclined from its inner end toward its rear,
and at its upper end is provided with a cav-
ity b to receive a ball b’, which may be a mar-
ble or shot of any suitable size. The block o’
is provided with a longitudinal passage b2
which forms the entrance to the central space
or fort @ ‘ ]

The blocks, when arranged as described, are
supposed to represent a fort, the entrance to
which is the passage 0% and it ig the object of
the puzzle to get the balls b’ from the box A
through the passage-way b* and up the in-
clined side of each block ¢ into the cavity b,
and when all the balls have been placed in
their cavities the fort may be supposed to be
manned, and the puzzle is then completed.

To obtain a pleasing or striking effect, the
block o’ will preferably have secured to it
the staff ¢ of aflag ¢’. .

To make the puzzle somewhat easier to ac-
complish, each block is provided at its lower
end with side pieces or guards ¢? which ex-
tend up, preferably, about one-third thelength
of the block to aid in guiding the ball up the
inclined side of the block a, and the said in-
clined side will preferably be provided with
a very shallow groove. _

The box or case and the blocks ¢ o’ may be
made in one piece—as, forinstance,the blocks
may be struck up from sheet metal, and in
this case the block o/ will be eut at its ends
and provided with a bottom plate b (see Fig.
3) to form the longitudinal passage b The
passage b? is shown as covered for a portion
of its length by the top of the block &’ but it
is evident that the said passage may be un-
covered, and in this case the side walls of the
passage may be made independent of each
other, as shown in Fig. 4. :

I claim—

1. In a puzzle oy, the combination, with a
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box or case, of a series of blocks ¢ a’,located
on the bottom thereof and arranged with their
inner ends substantially in contact to leave
an inclosed central space ¢* and form a fort,
the block ¢’ being provided with alongitudi-
nal passage constituting the entrance to the
fort, and each block ¢ having its upper face
inclined upward from the central space and
provided with a socket at its upper end tore-
ceive a ball, as U/, substantially as described.

2. In a puzzle toy, the combination, with a
box or case, of a series of blocks ¢ a’, located
on the bottom thereof and arranged with their
inner ends substantially in contact to leave an
inclosed eentral space a® and form a fort, and
guards at the sides of the blocks a,the block
a’ being provided withalongitudinal passage
constituting the entrance to the fort,and each
block @ havingits upper face inclined upward
from the central space and provided with a

423,407

socket at its upper end to receive a ball, as b’,
substantially as described.

3. In a puzzle toy, the combination, with a
box or case, of aseriesof blocks arranged with
their inner ends substantially in contact to
leave an inclosed central space a*and form a
fort, one of the said blocks being formed,as
described, to leave alongitudinal passage con-
stituting the entrance to the fort, and each of
the remaining blocks having its upper face in-
clined and provided with a socket to receive
a ball, as &', substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

SAMUEL P. BALDWIN.

Witnesses: )
JAs., H. CHURCHILL,
MaBEL RAY.
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