{No Model.)

W. SHEMPP.
LETTER BOX.

No. 454,298, Patented June 16, 1891,

.ﬁ
Iﬁ
‘_31'

MG uif'f/mn. i r u

_INVENTOR;
Telliam Srernpp

erm‘wg

ATTORNEYS

zsurfurw




5

25

30

35

40

45

50

UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM SHEMPP, OF WILLIAMSPORT, PENNSYLVANTA.

LETTER-BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 454,298, dated June 16, 1891,
Application filed August 9, 1890, Serial No.361,590. (No model.)

To all whom it may concermn:

__Be it known that I, WILLIAM SHEMPP, of
}‘Vﬂhmnsport, in the county of Lycoming and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in a Combined Let-
ter Receiver and Door-Plate, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention is an improvement in eom-
bined door-plates and letter-receivers; and
the invention consists in certain novel con-
structions and combinations of parts, as will
be hercinafter described, and pointed out in
the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1is a front view of

a part of a door provided with my improve-
ments. Tigs. 2 and 3 are respectively rear

and sectional views thereof, and TFigs. 4+ and
5 represent parts in detail.

In the door A is formed an opening B, in
which is fitted a frame-like box (!, having in-
ternally at its outer end a bead-like flange D
at its upper and lower sides to form a stop
for the name-plate holder E, which normally
closes the outer end of the opening IB. This
name-plate holder E is preferably an open
frame adapted to receive the name-plate I,
which may be of metal, wood, or other suit-
able material suitably inscribed. The name-
plate I fitg in this frame and is held by the
securing-plate G, which slides in guides ¢ in
the frame E and holds the plate F to its
place when the holder is in use, but which
can be readily withdrawn when the holder is
removed to permit the plate F tobe changed,
as may be desired. At its opposite ends the
frame E is provided near one edge with trun-
nions H I, the former H fitting in a bearing /i
in frame C, and the latter I in the bearing at
the base of a groove ¢ in said frame C, so that
the holder E may Dbe conveniently removed
from and replaced in the frame C.

To hold the frame E in position in the outer
end of the opening B, I provide a spring-
holder, which serves the double purpose of
retaining the frame E and ifs trunnions
properly in their bearings, and also of actuat-
ing the said frame or holder E in such man-
ner as to give the holder an outward tension
at its lower free edge.

In Fig. 2 the spring-holder is a spring-rod
J, secured between its ends at j, and having
one arm J’ extended and hearing at ;" against

the rear side of the holder E at the free edge
of the latter, and its other arm J?* arranged
to bear at j*in a seat formed in the plate-
holder near the trunnion I in such manner as
to hold the said trunnion to its seat.
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At j the spring-rod J is secured by a staple

K, one arm % of which is shorter than the
other, so that by partially withdrawing such
siaple the rod J may be conveniently with-
drawn when it is desived to remove the name-
plate holder. This rod J, it will e seen, serves
to give tension to the name-plate holder, and
also as a means for securing the holder E in
its bearings.

Now, instead of arranging the spring-holder
J as shown in Figs. 2 and 3 and as before
described it might be arranged as shown in
Fig. 5, in which the wire is coiled at 1 around
the trunnion I, and has one arm 2 arranged
to actuate the holder E to hold it normally
closed and its other arm 3 arranged to en-
gage a pin 4, so it may hold the frame E in
its bearings.

Manifestly, instead of the name-plate being
in a single piece inscribed as shown, itmight
be formed of several independent letters prop-
erly arranged to form the desired name and
number.

1t will be understood from the foregoing
that the name-plate holder may be conven-
iently removed and changed, as may be de-
sired. '

The bag L is arranged with its mouth over
the inner end of the opening B, one side of
the mouth of such bag being secured below
the opening D and the other or upper side
arranged above such opening. The said up-
per side or wall is made extensible or capa-
ble of being expanded or opened by meaus
of a spring [, of rubber orother suitable ma-
terial, which serves to hold the mouth of the
bag normally closed, but may be expanded to
permit the insertion of the hand to remove
the mail deposited in the bag. It will be
noticed that the springlis secured at its ends
at the ends of theopening B in such manner as
to lie taut across above the inner end of the
opening B, but may be expanded to open the
mouth of the bag,as will be understood from
the foregoing description.

The spring /, being made of rabber, can
be casily stretehed to permit its middle por-
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tion tobe drawn out from the door, thus open-
ing the mouth of the bag for the insertion of
the hand. The bag is preferably a net-work
bag, as shown.

It is obvious that the box or frame C, in-

.stead of being aseparate part from the door,

as shown, may be formed of or by the door, as
will be understood.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew is—

1. The combination, substantially as de-
scribed, of the box or frame C, the name-plate
holder pivoted in bearings in said box or
frame €, and the spring-holder having por-
tions arranged to actuate said name- plate
holder and to secure the said name-plate
holder in its bearings, substantially as set
forth.

2. The combination, substantially as de-
seribed, of the box or frame C, having a notch
or seat i and a groove 7, the name-plate holder
having trunnion H, fitted in seat /;, and trun-
nion I, fitted in groove, and the spring-holder
J, formed of a rod secured hetween its ends
at j to the frame C and having one arm or
portion arranged to actuate the name-plate
holder and its other arm or portion arranged
to secure the trunnionIin its seatin the base
of groove 4, all substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

3. In a combined letter-receiver and dvor-
plate, the name-plate herein described, con-
sisting of the open frame E, having atits ends
trunnions and provided with guides ¢, the
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name-plate proper fitted in said frame E, and
the securing-plate G, fitted in gnides g in rear
of thename-plate proper, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.
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4. The combination, substantially as herein .

described, of the door having a letter-opening
and the letter-receiving bag having one side
of its mouth secured below said letter-open-
ing and the other or upper side of its mouth
above and secured at the ends of such open-
ing, the said upper side of the mouth being
provided with a spring wheréby itis held nor-
mally closed and may be expanded for the
insertion of the hand, allsubstantially asand
for the purposes set forth.

5. In' an apparatus substantially as de-
seribed, the combination of the box-frame C,
having bearing & and groove < and provided
with a flange D, the holder-frame E, having
guides g and trunnions I I, fitted to bearing
I and groove 7, the name-plate fitted in frame
E, the securing-plate G, fitted in guides ¢, and
the spring-holder having portions arranged
to actuate the name-plate holder and to se-
cure the same in its bearings, all substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

The above specification of my invention
signed by mein the presence of two subsecrib-
ing witnesses.

WILLIAM SHEMPP.
Witnesses:
P. B. TURPIN,
Sornon C. KEMON.
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