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70 all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Morris P. Bray, of
New York, in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented a new Ir-
provement in Dress-Stays; and I do hereby
declare the following, when taken in connec-
tion with accompanying drawings and the
letters of reference marked thereon, to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the same,
and which said drawings constitute part of
this specification, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a perspective view of a portion of
a stay complete, showing transverse section
of same; Tig. 2, an inside view of the broader
strip in perspective, showing end view of the
same; Iig. 3, a perspective view of the nar-
row strip from the outside, showing end view
of the same; and Fig. 4, a face view of the
two strips as stitched together.

Thisinvention relates toan improvement in
the manufacture of that class of dress-stays
in which the elastic material, as bone, steel,
&e., 18 introduced into a longitudinal pocket
or strip of a width greater than the steel, and
80 as to produce a projecting edge of fabricat
each side the stay, by means of which edge
the stay may be secured to the dress.

ITeretofore the strip to form the pocket for
the stay has been woven so as to leave a lon-
gitudinal pocket or space within which toin-
troduce the stay, the two edges being woven
solid so as to produce a projecting edge at
each side,forming a flap by means of which
the stay may be secured to the dress by run-
ning a line of stitches through one or both
projecting flaps. The production of such a
woven strip is expensive, and if of a material
toproduce a nice finish, as silk, the cost is too
great for practical stays.

The object of my invention is to produce
the stay complete, so that it may be made
from various materials at a considerably re-
duced cost over which the same quality could
be produced by weaving; and the invention
consists in two. strips of material, the one
strip of considerably greater width than the
width of thestay,its two edges turned inward
to substantially double the material, and pro-
duce a fold at both edges, the second strip of
fabric doubled in like manner, but of a width
narrower than the first doubled strip and laid
longitudinally thereon. Lines ofstitchesrun

through the narrower doubled strip, near its
edges, and through corresponding points of
the broader strip, so as to form a pocket be-
tween the two lines of stitches to receive the
stay, and leave the doubled edge of the broad-
er strip projecting to form a flap by which the
stay may be secured, as more fully hereinaf-
ter described. The strips from which the
pocket is formed are cut from the fabric in
long lengths, and in a suitable folder the
strips are doubled at both edges, the edges
being turned inward so as to form substan-
tially a double thickness in the two strips,
one strip being considerably wider than the
other, and the narrower strip somewhat great-
er than the widthof the stay tobeintroduced
into the pocket.

InTFig. 2, Arepresentsthe broad strip,which
is doubled at its edges, so as to produce a
smooth fold a, the folds being turned inward,
and preferably so as to bring their edges near
together, as seen in Fig. 2. The second strip
B, as seenin Fig. 8, is inlike manner doubled,
so as to produce the folded edges b, the edges
of the strip turned inward, and preferably
nearly meet upon the folded side. "The width
of the strip B is considerably narrower than
the strip A,and the twostripsare laid together,
the folded edges both inward or toward each
other, as seen in Fig. 1, and then lines of
stitehes ¢ are run through near the doubled
edges of the narrower strip and through the
doubled broader strip, so as to leave a pro-
Jecting flap d at each side, this flap being
formed by the greater width of the strip A.
Thus united, a pocket is formed between the
two lines of stitches to receive the stay C.
This stay may be of steel or other suitable
material, and in the malke-up of the pocket
the two strips may be automatically folded
and run into a sewing-machine carrying two
needles, so as to produace the two connecting
lines of stitches,and at the same time the
stay C may be applied so as to produce a
continuous covered stay from the two folded
strips of material, leaving the double edge of
one strip projecting at each side to form a
flap as a means for securing the stay to the
dress. Thus prepared, the strip may be cut
to the vequisite lengths and applied in the
usual manner for applying this class of
stays—that is to say, the covered stay bhein g
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applied to the required part, lines of stiches
are run through the flaps d and the material
to which they ave to be secured, as seen in
Fig. 4.

In some cases two or more stays are desir-
able, in which case, the strips being of the re-
quired width, one or more lines of stitches f
are run between the connecting lines of
stitches, as seen in Fig. 4, so as to unite the
two strips and form pockets at each side of
the lines-of stitches.

From the foregoing it will be understood I-

do not claim, broadly, a dress-stay composed
of a fabricated pocket having a projecting
flap at each edge by which it may be se-
cured; but

‘What I do claim as my invention, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

454,587

The combination of two strips A B, each
composed of a strip of fabric doubled ateach
edge, the one double strip being narrower
than the other, the two strips having their
folds both inward, and stitched together by
lines of stitchesrun near the two edges of the
narrow strips, so as to secure the two strips
together and leave a projecting flap at the
edges, with one or more stays C within the
pocket formed by the unionof the two strips,
substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I-have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
ing witnesses. )

MORRIS P. BRAY.

Witnesses:

FRED. C. EARLE,
LipriaN D. KELSEY.
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