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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JEHIEL F. WYNKOOP, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Corsica, in the county of Jefferson
and Sta,te of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-

-tain new and useful Improvunents in Potato-

Pickers, of which the following is a speecifica-
tion, reference being had thereln io the ac-
companying drawmo's and thelettersof refer-
ence marked thereon, forming a part of this
spemﬁcamon, in which—

Figure 1 is a front perspective view of the

.plcker Fig. 2, a similar back view of the

same. Flo* 3 is a cross-sectional view of the
same on line 1 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a plan
view representing a blank of sheet metal
from which the picker is pressed or stamped,
and Fig. 5 is a view representing the picker
in use.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in'animplement for picking vegetables,
preferably potatoes, off the ground, sifting
them to free the dirt therefzom and assortmw
and depositing them intoar eeeptacle, andisso
constructed that a person using it may stand
erect and therefore labor with greater ease
than one assuming a stooping posture, which
1mpr0vements are fully set forth and ex-

plained in the followmw spec1ﬁcat10n and

claim,
Referring to the drawings, P represents the
picker, and D the handle theleof

@ represents the picker-fingers, which are

made tapering from their inner to their outer
end, and are so formed by being pressed or
stamped that they are hollowed at their under

.side,rounded at their upperside, and rounded

to present a smooth blunt termmal as shown,
and thus by such tapered form the interven-
ing spaces are widest at their outer part.

¢ crepresent the side portions of the picker,
which are broadened, upturned, and curved
in such manner that when the implement is
turned sidewise they will form a trough ad-
jacent either side of the fingers, as shown

d represents the rear broadened portion of
the picker, which is upturned, presenting a
rear guard, and has formed mteo-ral therewith
the handle socket e, and the handle D is fixed

into the socket e¢-in such manner that a per-
son standing erect may grasp the same and
hold the picker upon the ground into position
for use and use it without stooping, and there-
fore a person may labor with.greater ease than
one assuming a stooping posture. -

In the construection of the picker the blank
A is'taken and stamped or pressed by means
of dies suitably formed to form the picker,
as described; and thus but a single piece of
metal is used in its construction.

In use a person takes the handle D in his
hands, moves the picker along the surface of
the ground in such manner that the fingers
will reach under and gather the potatoes in
the path of the picker,and when a sufficient
number or quantity has been gathered into
the pickerit is raised, and by a few side move-
ments or partial turns the dirt gathered with
or adhering to the potatoes will be practically
sifted therefrom, and should it be desired to as-
sort the potatoes the pickeris held sothatthey
will roll out thereon near the terminal of the
fingers, when the small ones will fall between

‘the fingers and from the picker, leaving the

larger ones in the picker, when the picker is
then turned sidewise, which will cause the
potatoes to roll into the side trough thereof,
from whence by tilting. the picker they roll
or slide off into a receptacle for the purpose.
‘When it is not desired to assort the potatoes
they are not permitted to move out too far on
the fingers while sifting.

Havmtr thus described my invention, What
I claim as new and useful, and desire _to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is as follows:

The herein-deseribed potato-picker, con-
sisting of ‘the tapered fingers a, hollowed at
their under side and rounded at their upper
side and terminals, the upturned curved side
portions ¢ ¢ and the rear upturned socketed
portion d e stamped or pressed into form from
a single sheet of metal, and of the handle D,
ﬁxed into the socket thereof, substantla,lly as
and for the purpose set forth

JEHIEL F. WYNKOOP-.

Witnesses:

N. B. HAGIR,
W, J. HUTCHINS.
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