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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES C. FORN-
CROOK, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Hermitage, in the county of Wyoming
and State of New York, have invented a new
and useful Whiffletree, of which the follow-
ingis a specifieation.

The invention relates to improvements in
whiffletrees.

The object of the present invention is to
simplify and improve the construction of
whiffletrees and increase: their strength and
durability.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the acecompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a whiffletree constructed in accord-
ance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a plan
view, one of the plates being removed. Fig.
3 is a transverse sectional view. Fig. 4is a
detail view of one of the whiffletree-hooks.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
1 designates a whiffletree consisting of paral-
lel plates or thin bars 12, construeted of suit-
able metal, preferably steel, a brace-rod 2,
arranged at the back of the plates and hav-
ing its ends secured between the plates; and
a strut 3, centrally seeured between the plates
and extending rearward therefrom and sup-
porting the brace or truss rod at the center
thereof. The ends of the brace or truss rod
are provided with perforations, through which
pass rivets 4, and the strut 3 is constructed
of metal and is provided with a rearward-ex-
tending loop 5, which has its rear edge
grooved to receive the brace ortruss rod, and
the strat is provided at its front end with an
eye 6 to receive the pivot-bolt of the whiffle-
tree, and it has its faces recessed at 7 to re-
ceive the plates or thin bars 1%, and the riv-
ets or bolts for securing the brace or truss
rod and the strut to the plates also serve to
secure the plates together. The ends of the
brace or truss rod 2 are arranged a short dis-
tance from the ends of the plates 1* to pro-
vide recesses 8, and pivoted in the recesses 8
are whiffletree-hooks 9, which are provided
with rearward extensions 10, arranged par-
allel with the shanks 12 and adapted to be re-
ceived within the recesses 8 when the hooks

are in operative position, whereby a trace is
pbrevented from becoming accidentally disen-
gaged. By swinging the whiffletree-hooks

rearward the extensions 10 are carried out of

the recesses to open the mouths of the hooks
to enable a trace to be attached or removed.

From the foregoing description and the ac-
companying drawings the construction, oper-
ation, and advantages of the invention will
readily be understood. ‘

What I claim is—

1. A whiffletree comprising the parallel
plates, the brace or truss rod having its ends
secured between the plates, and the strut cen-

trally secured between the plates and pro-

vided at its front with an eye and at its rear
with a loop havingits outer edge grooved and
receiving the brace or truss rod, substantially
as described. »

2. A whiffletree comprising the plates, the
brace or truss rod secured between the plates
a short distance from the ends of the latter
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and forming recesses 8, the strut centrally se-

cured between the plates and provided with
an eye and supporting the brace or truss rod,
and the hooks having their shanks pivoted in
the recesses and provided with extensions ar-
ranged parallel with the shanks and adapted
to be ‘received within the recesses, substan-
tially as described.

3. A whiffletree comprising the parallel
plates, the brace or truss rod having its ends
secured between the plates, and the strut
secured intermediate its ends between the
plates and provided at its front with an eye
extending outward in front of the plates and
at its rear with a loop receiving the brace or
truss rod, substantially as described.

4. A whiffletree comprising the plates, thé
brace or truss rod secured between the plates
a short distance from the ends of the latter
and forming recesses 8, and the hooks having
their shanks pivoted in the recesses and pro-
vided with extensions arranged parallel with
the shanks and adapted to bereceived within
the recesses, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses. .

CHARLES C. FORNCROOK.

Witnesses:

Avausrus E. BELDEN,
JAMES L. BLODGET.
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