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To all whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, AUGUSTIN VASSEUR, a

. citizen of France, but at present residing at

io

Boston, county of Suffolk, State of Massachu-
setts, haveinvented an Improvementin Dress-
Forms, of which the following description, in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
is a specification, like letters on the drawings
representing like parts.

This invention relates to dress-forms, and
has for its object to improve the same, where-
by a greater range of adjustment may be se-

- cured to adapt the form to more general use.
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In aceordance with this invention the form
between its top and bottom or intermediate its
ends is divided into three or more segmental
parts, suitable means being provided to force
these segments apart or away from the center
to enlarge the form. The adjusting means
which I prefer to employ consists of a series
of radially-arranged arms or levers acting at
their outer ends against the segments, and at
their inner adjacent ends the said arms are
acted upon by a common adj usting-rod, move-

-ment of which acts to straighten the said arms

and spread the segments to enlarge the form.
The top of the form is preferably halved to
permit enlargement, as will be described.

One part of this invention therefore con-
sists in a dress-form divided intermediate its
ends into three or more segmental parts and
means to move said segmental parts away
from the center of the dress-form, substan-
tially as will be deseribed.

Another part of thisinvention consists in a
dress-form divided intermediate its ends into
segmental parts, combined with arms adapted
to act against said segmental parts to spread
the same and an adjusting-rod to move said
arms, substantially as will be described.

Other features of this invention will be
hereinafter described, and pointed out in the
claims.

TFigure 1 represents a dress-form embody-
ing this invention, one-half of the same being
shown by dotted lines only to show the adjust-
ing means; Ifig. ¢, a detail to more clearly
show the operation of the means for adjust-
ment; I'ig.3,a section on the dotted line = x,
showing the top or waist portion of the form

and means to adjust the same; Fig. 4, a de-

tail or plan view showing the radially-ar-
ranged arms.

The dress-form is herein represented as
composed of the vertical or diagonal strips a,
preferably of rattan or like flexible maberial,
bound together to preserve them in. proper
shape by the top and bottom bands or strips
b cand the intermediate bands or strips d d’,
which strips are bound to or interwoven with
the strips o, the whole forming a suitable form,
the contour of which may be varied as desired.

In accordance with the invention herein
contained the bandsor strips d d’ are severed
in such manner as to form, preferably, three
segmental portions intermediate the ends of
the form, although a larger number may be
provided, if desired. One of the said seg-
mental portions will preferably comprise one-

half of the circle or form and the other two

the remaining portion of the form, the said
segments being re-enforced upon their insides
by the segmental strips or pieces e ¢’ &%, (see
Fig. 4,) which pieces have jointed to their in-
ner sides, as represented, the radially - ar-
ranged adjusting-arms f, jointed or connected
at their inner adjacent ends to a common 1ift-
ing or adjusting rod 7, said rod extending up

 through the top of the form, as represented.
As the rod h is depressed the inner ends of

the arms f will be forced down, and, acting
in'the nature of toggle-levers, will spread or
force the segmental pieces e ¢’ ¢? apart or away
from the center of the form to thus enlarge
the form and adapt it for a larger dress, and
in like manner if the rod 7 is lifted the inner
ends of the arms f will be raised in like man-
ner to draw the segmental pieces toward the
center of the form to cause the form to con-
tract or be made smaller in circumference.
To provide for enlargement of the form at
the waist, the band b is severed, preferably, at
the back, and two bars m applied, as shown
clearly in Fig. 3, the flexibility of the material
orband b at the point 10 actinglike a hinge to
permit the two halves thus formed to cause
them to be opened apart or closed, the ad-
justing-rod % being passed up between the
bars m to cause them to be more or less sepa-
rated to enlarge the waist, according as the
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rod is placed near to or away from those ends
of the bars secured to the closed side 10 of the
waistband D.

Referring to Fig. 3, one of the bars m is
provided with a series of projecting pins 4,
adapted to enter any one of a series of holes
5 in the adjusting-rod, so that the said rod
may be held in proper adjusted position by
hooking theroduponone of the pins, either of
the pins being employed for this purpose, ac-
cording to the desired size of the waist.

The open ends of the waistband b are pref-
erably joined by a rubber band r to always
keep the bars or halves m drawn tightly to-
gether, embracing the rod hbetween them.

I am aware that it is not new to divide a
dress-form into halves and separate the same
laterally by means of adjusting-screws; but
by reference to Fig.4 it will be seen that as
the segments are forced apart the form isnot
lengthened in one direction only, but is en-
larged in all directions.

A dress-form divided into two halves when
the halves are spread apart will enlarge or
lengthen the form in one direction only,
leaving the distance through the form in the
other direction the same as before, or abnor-
mally small in proportion; but by employing
three or more segments, as shown, when the
form is enlarged or lengthened in one direc-
tion it is likewise broadened or enlarged in
the other direction to maintain its properand
symmetrical proportions.

The dress-form herein shown and described
may be cheaply made from rattan and like
flexible material to subserve every purpose of
the more expensive steel forms in general use
at the present time.

This invention is not limited to the particu-
lar form and construetion herein shown, as
the same may be varied and still come within
the scope of this invention.

I claim—

1. A skirt-form composed of upwardly-ex-
tended strips united together at their lower
ends by a bottom strip, said form being di-
vided above said bottom strip into segmental
portions, combined with adjusting-arms act-
ing at their outer ends against said segmental
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portions and at their inner ends acted upon
by a longitudinally-movable adjusting-rod,
movement of said rod vertically and with
relation to said form acting to spread said
arms to adjust the form, substantially as de-
scribed. :

9. A skirt-form divided intermediate its
ends into segmental portions and means to
adjust the same, said form having its waist-
band severed at one side and formed at its
opposite side to serve as a hinge, whereby
the two halves of the waistband may be
opened apart, and means to adjust the said
waistband, substantially as described.

3. A skirt-form divided intermediate its
ends into segmental portions and having its
waistband severed at one side and formed at
the opposite side to serve as a hinge, where-
by the two halves of the waistband may be
opened apart, combined with an adjusting-
rod passed between the halves of said waist-
band, and means controlled thereby to spread

-said segmental portions, the position of the:

said adjusting-rod nearer to or farther from
the hinge portion of the waistband determin-
ing the spread or opening between the halves
of the waistband, substantially as described.

4. A skirt-form having its waistband sev-
ered at one side and formed at its opposite
side to serve as a hinge, whereby the two
halves of the waistband may be opened or
spread, means to open or spread said halves,
and a rubber 7 to normally draw said halves

toward each other, substantially as deseribed.

5. A skirt-form divided intermediate its
ends into three or more segmental portions
and having its waistband severed and form-
ing halves, and the bars m, provided with
pins, combined with means to spread said
segmental portions, and the adjusting-rod h,
having holes 3, all to operate substantially as
described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

: AUGUSTIN VASSEUR.

Witnesses: ,

BERNICE J. NOYES,
EpwARD F. ALLEN.
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