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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, OLIVER W. STUBBLE-
FIELD, a citizen of the United Stateés, residing
at Canton, in the county of Fulton and State
of Illinois, have invented certainnew and use-
ful Improvements in Car-Couplers; and I do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of theinvention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and usethe same, reference
beinghad to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in car-couplers; and it
has for its object to improve upon the con-
struction of that class of car-coupling devices
in which the coupling mechanism consists,
essentially, of lever-hooks provided in con-
nection with the draw-heads and adapted to
automatically couple the cars, and in which
mechanism is employed in connection with
the hooks, whereby the hooks may be raised,
80 as to uncouple the cars either from the
platform or roof of the car.

The invention has for a further object to
provide, in connection with the hook-coupling
devices, means whereby the coupler may be
used when occasion requires in coupling cars
which are provided with the ordinary link-
and-pin coupler.

To these ends and to such others as the in-
vention may relate the same consists in the
peculiar construction and in the novel com-
bination, arrangement, and adaptation of
Darts, all as more fully hereinafter deseribed,
shown in the accompanying drawings, and
then specifically defined in the appended
claim.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part
of this specification, like letters of reference
indicating the same parts throughout the sev-
eral views, and in which drawings—

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a coupling de-
vice constructed in accordance with my in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a central vertical section
through one of the draw-heads. Fig. 8is a
side view of the same, and Fig. 4 is an end
view of one of the draw-heads.

Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings by letter, A A represent the
draw-heads, which are provided within their

upper faces with longitudinal parallel slots 55

B B opening at the end of the draw-head, as
shown, ‘

C C are lever-hooks pivoted within the re-
cesses or slots I3 upon transverse pins or bolts

D D, each draw-head being provided with a 6o

single hook adapted to engage the bolt or pin
D in the corresponding recess in the opposite
draw-head. These hooks have inclined or
rounded faces, as shown, so as to permit the

same to ride freely over the bolt or pin with 65

which they engage when two cars are brought
together. The hooks C C are provided with
rearwardly-extended portions ¢/, which serve
to counterbalance the hookand hold the same

normally in a horizontal position when notin 70

use. _

The draw-head is provided at its end be-
neath the slots or recesses B with an opening
E for the reception of the link, which is com-

monly used npon cars when the old form of 75

pin-and-link coupling is employed. The trans-
verse pin D, which is commonly employed as
a pivot for the hook C, is provided at its outer
end with a chain I, one end of which is at-
tached to the face of the draw-head.
the carsare coupled by the ordinary link-and-
pincoupling, the said pin D is withdrawn from
its seat and is passed through the vertical
opening G. The hook Cin this event will be

When 8c

allowed to remain within its recess, and will 8 5

be prevented from accidental displacement
by means of a link or chain H, which con-
nects its rear end with the draw-head. '

It will be readily understood that a coup-

ling device of the character described may 9o

be operated from the platform or roof of the
car by simply connecting the free end of the
hook with the point at which it may be de-
sired to operate the coupler, when by pulling

upward upon the chain or other device em- 95

ployed for the purpose the hook may be raised
and the cars uncoupled.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim to be new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The herein-described car-coupler, the same
consisting of a draw-head the upper face of
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whichisprovided withslots orrecesses opening
at the end of the draw-head, having a remov-
able transverse pin or pivot passed through
a transverse passage in the draw-head at a
point adjacent to its end and having a hook
C within one of said recesses and pivoted
upon the transverse pin, the inner end of the
hook being provided with a counter-weight
for retaining the hook in a horizontal posi-
tion when not in use, and the draw-head be-
ing provided with an open recess in its end
beneath the slots: B for the reception of a
coupling-link and with a vertical passage for

the passage of acoupling-pin, and the remov-
able coupling-pin connected with the draw-
head by chain and adapted toserve either in
a horizontal position .or as a pivot for one
hook and the engagement of the other or in
a vertical position in connection with the link,
substantially asand for the purpose described.
" Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence.of two witnesses.
OLIVER W. STUBBLEFIELD.
Witnesses:
Caris T. ITUNT,
HTUBERT STEPHENS,
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