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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 457,305, dated August 4, 1891,
Application filed December 31, 1888, Serial No. 295,090, (Ko model.)

To all whom it may concern: _

“Be it known that I, AMaNDUs I, CRUSE, a
subject of the Emperor of Germany, but hav-
ing’'declared my intention of becoming a citi-
zen of the United States, a resident of Broolk-
lyn, county of Kings, and State of New York,
certify that I have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Applying Zine or
other Thin Sheets to Solid Bed-Plates, of which
the following is 4 specification.

My invention relates to facing or applying
to solid bed-plates—as of iron, wood, or any
othersunitablematerial—thin sheetsorveneers
of zine, brass, celluloid, or other substances
adapted primarily for use on lithographie,
printing, or embossing presses, and seconda-
rily for other purposes where sheets of zine or
other thin material may be used on or in con-
nection with solid beds, and has for its object
the provision of a device cheap in manufac-
ture, simple in construction, and efficient in
practical use.

To attain the above results my invention
consists in the construction and arrangement
of parts hereinafter fully set forth.

The accompanying drawing represents an
end or side view of a bed-plate, showing a
zine or other thin sheet secured thereover by
my improved means. :

Similar letters wherever they occur indi-
cate corresponding parts.

Referring again to the drawing, A repre-
sents a cast-iron bed-plate. To one edge of
the bed A isrigidly attached a plate @, ordina-
rilythelength of thebed-plate, the upper edge
of the same being beveled and forming in
connection with the projecting top of the bed
A, the under side of which inclines downward
and outwardly,as shown in the figure, a hook-
inclined slot ¢’ of sufficient dimensions to ad-
mit the entrance of a sheet of zine D and
forming a catch orholding device, for the pur-
pose hereinafter set forth. The plate B, or-
dinarily the same length of the bed A, is also
provided with a strip b, beveled upon the up-
per side and forming in connection with the
projecting lip of the plate B, the lower por-
tion of which inclines downward and out-
wardly, a slot b’ of similar character and di-
mensions as the slot ¢’. The plate B is also
provided with one or more threaded perfora-

tions, through which passesa separatingserow
or screws C. The plate B has a hook or
curved portion ¢ on its lower edge, which en-
gages a hook or upwardly-bent flange a2, pro-
Jecting from the lower edge of bed A, thus
sustaining the plate B, as indicated in the
drawing, and prevents the lower edge thereof
moving outwardly when the serews C are op-
erated to force the upper edge of the plate B,
to which the edge of sheet D is attached out-

ward or away from the bed. In other words,’
plate is substantially

the lower edge of the
hinged tothe bed while its upper edge is free
to swing.

The operation of parts is as follows: One
end d of a sheet of zine D of suitable size is
first inserted into the slot a’. 'Then the zine
is bent around over the top face of the bed A,
the edge d of the sheet becoming thereby
caught and held in the cateh or holding de-
vice formed on one edge of the bed A and
represented in this instance by the slot a’.
The plate B is now applied to the opposite
edge d’ of the zine sheet D, the said edge d’
being inserted in the slot ¥/, the position of
the plate B, however, being now reversed, so
that the slotted extremity of the same will be
the lower one, and upon turning the plate B
over, so that the thinner end ¢ of the same
will engage with the hooked-shape end.a? of
the bed A, the zinc sheet D will be found to
lie snugly over the face of the bed A. Now,
upon turning the serew or serews C the metal
sheet D will be stretched straight, direct, and
outward in a plane parallel to the face of the
bed-plate in a uniform manner without injury,
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thereby fastening the same tightly and rigidly

to the bed A. The plate B thus receives and
holds the edge d’ of the zine D against the
edge of the bed A, and also becomes in-
terlocked with the same. The slots 4’ and b’
being formedin asimilar manner,Isometimes,
as a matter of convenience and to facilitate
the operation, bend both the edges d and d’ of
the zine D before I apply the plate Bthereto.
The sheet D may thus be applied to the bed A
and plate Band removed at will, either similar
opposité bent edge d or d’ of the sheet D be-
ing engaged at pleasure with the slot @ of the
bed A and the other with the slot b’ of the
plaie B.
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Inthe drawing the several operations before
the final one are represented in dotted lines.
It will be observed thatin using or operat-
ing, bending, or otherwise, these sheets of
g zine or other material, the same are not in-
jured, weakened, kinked, bent, or hurt in any
manner, and the same can be applied to, re-
moved from, and again replaced on thebed at
will, and, also, that no machine is required
. 1o to bend curves,edges, or otherwise form these
sheets to fit on beds, the appliances belong-
ing to and which form a part of said beds
making the necessary bends when applied
without further operation, change, or labor.
15 As it is evident that many slight changesin
the construection and relative arrangement of
parts might be resorted to without departing
from the spirit and scope of my invention, I
would have it understood that I do not re-
20 strict myself to the particular construction
and relative arrangement of parts shown and
deseribed, but that I reserve theright to make
such changes.
What I claim as new, and desire to secure
25 by Letters Pateunt, is—
1. The combination of the bed and the cov-
ering-sheet therefor attached at one edge to
one edge of the bed and lying over the face

thereof with the plate lying beside the other
edge of the bed and having its lower edge
loosely confined to the bed and provided with
screws, by which its upperedge can be forced
outward away from the bed, the other edge of
the sheet being attached to the upper edge of
the plate, as and for the purpose specified.

2. The combination of the bed havinghook
or flange a? at one edge and the plate B rest-
ing upon said hook a®and engaging the same

by its lower edge, and the screws C playing

through threaded openings in said plate and
impinging against the edge of the bed, with

the covering-sheet secured by one edge to the

top of plate B and by its opposite edge to
the edge of the bed opposite said plate, all
substantially as set forth. .

3. The combination, with the bed A, pro-
vided with the slot ¢’ and hook a? and the

plate B, provided with a slot b’, thin end ¢,

adapted to engage with hook a2, and screwsC,

of the sheet D, provided with bent edges d

and d’, substantially as and for the purpose

described. .
AMANDUS H. CRUSE.

Witnesses: :
J. 0. FOWLER, Jr.,
E. J. CLARK.
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