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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that we, PHILIP G. OBER and
WiLLIAM B. HOUSTON, citizens of the United
States, residing at Cincinnati, in the county

“of Hamilton and State of Ohio, have invented

certain new and useful Improvements in
Casket-Handles, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming part of this specification. ,
Our’invention relates to improvements in
handles for caskets, and more particularly to
the means for attaching said handles to the

- caskets, and has for its object to dispense
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with the use of all serews, nails, or the like
in such attachment and to enable the handle
to be readily and quickly attached without
loss of time or labor, and, further, to provide
means whereby the handle-bar may be con-
veniently pivoted to the handle-arm by the
same means employed to hinge the handle to
the casket; and our invention consists of a
new construction and arrangement of parts
to be hereinafter more particularly pointed
out and claimed. .

In the drawings, Figure 1is a vertical cross-
section of our device, showing a portion of the
side of the casket and the handle extended
for use. Fig..2 is a perspective view of the
strap-hinge. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of
the hinge-pin and connecting device. Fig. 4
is a vertical cross-section of our improve-
ment, showing a modified form of fastening.

A is a portion of the side of the casket; B,
the socket or retaining plate for the handle.

C is the handle-arm, and D the handle-bar.
Secured to the under surface of the handle-
arm is the strap-hinge E, the inner end of
which is bent around the hinge-pin a, so as
to form a hinge-joint. This strap-hinge is
bent segmentally at its outer end at F, so as
to surround and hold in place the handle-bar
D. 'This strap-hinge is secured to the han-
dle-bar C by screws b D at convenient dis-
tances, and the segmental bend ¥ in the hinge
is so arranged that the pivotal connection of |
the handle bar and arm may be tightened, as
desired, by properly tightening the screws.

The hinge-pin « is secured or cast solidly

arrangement of Fig. 1.

in the connecting device G in the side lugs 50
¢ ¢.. This connecting device G is provided
with an inwardly-extending arm or pin d,
which is provided at its inner end with a
slotted opening e, through which the key or
wedge f is inserted, in order to secure the
hinge and arm to the casket.

In Fig. 4 a modified form of construction is
shown, in which a screw-nut g is employed to
secure the hinge, instead of the slot-and-key
The strap-hinge E,
with the handle-arm secured thereto, being
secured to the hinge-pin, it is obvious that it
takes buta moment to secure the casket-han-
dle to the casket, and that all the necessary
preparation required is to bore a suitable
hole in the side of the casket, throngh which
the pin d can be inserted and instantly keyed
on the inner side of the casket or secured by
the nut g, which occupies very little space in
the innerside of the casket Thesocket-plate
B is recessed at I to properly receive the
hinge-knuckle, and is further cut away at &
to receive the strap-hinge, when the handleis
allowed to fall into its normal position along
the side of the casket, as shown in Fig. 4.

Hitherto it has been necessary to attach the
handle-plate to the casket by means of screws
and the liks, a process which takes consider-
able time and labor and must necessarily
leave exposed the heads of the screws or re-
taining devices, or else involve expensive con-
trivances to conceal them With our device -
there are no retaining pins or screws needed,
nor contrivances to conceal them, and the
handles can be at once secured to the casket
at a moment’s notice.. ,

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— -

1. In acasket-handle,the combination, with
the handle arm and bar, of a strap-hinge se-
cured to the handle-arm and provided with a
segmental bend to embrace and retain the
handle-barin pivotal connection with the arm,
substantially as shown and described. ,

2. Inacasket-handle, the combination, with
the handle-arm and hinge secured thereto, of
a connecting device consisting of a flat plate,
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with recess in the casket-wall to receive same,
outwardly-extending lugs supported thereon,
hinge-pin inserted in said lugs, and inwavdly-
extendingretaining-armwithopeningthrough
the casket to receive same, and means for
securing said device within the casket-wall,
substantially as shown and desecribed.

3. In acasket-handle, the combination, with
the handle arm and bar and a strap-hinge se-
cured to the handle-arm and provided with a
segmental bend to embrace the handle-bar, of
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a connecting device consisting of a hinge-pin
to form the hinge-joint and retaining-arm,
with opening through the casket to receive
same, and means for securing said device
within the casket-wall, substantially as shown
and described.
PHILIFP G. OBER.
, WILLIAM B. HOUSTON.
Witnesses
W. J. BREED,
ALFRED M. ALLEN.
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