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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoHN KRUSE, of New
York city, New York, have invented an Im-
proved Method of Packing Cigars, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to an improved
method of packing cigars, by which all the
advantages connected with the bundling of
cigars are retained without, however, retain-
ing the objectionable features of such bun-
dling.

_The invention consists in the various fea-
tures of improvement more fully pointed out
in the claim. .

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a top view of a box of cigars packed aceord-
ing to my improved method. Fig. 2 is a ver-
tical longitudinal section of the same, and
Fig. 8 a perspective view of the empty box.

In carrying out my invention I first pack
loosely into the box « the cigars that consti-
tute all but the top laver. Thus when the
box is made to contain fifty cigars to be ar-
ranged in four layers I first pack the three
bottom layers in the ordinary manner. On
packing the top layer I employ a ribbon A,
made fast at one end to the inner side of the
cigar-box and loese at the other end, Fig. 3.
This ribbon is alternately passed below and
above the cigars constituting the top layer as
the latter is packed into the box. The num-

ber of cigars embraced by the ribbon may be
varied at pleasure to produce various effects.
The drawings show it passed alternately be-
neath one cigar and above five cigars; but

different arrangements will readily suggest
themselves. After the top layer has thus
been packed the ribbon is grasped by its
loose end and is drawn taut (the cigars being
held down by the hand) to produce a smooth
surface. The end of the ribbon is clasped
between the last cigar b and the side of the
box. -

If desired, two ribbons may be employed
in lieu of one ribbon, as indicated by the dot-
ted lines, Fig. 1.

The appearance of the cigars in the box
will be the same as if bundled, and as the

'loose end of the ribbon is tightly held in

place the ribbon will hold all the cigars prop-
erly down, the same as is the case with bun-
dled cigars; but as the ribbon is not tied
around and does not encircle a bunch or
bunches of the cigars it will not be apt to
disfigure them, as heretofore, by gradually
working into the wrappers. Moreover, the
cigars can be readily removed, and the rib-
bon need only be a trifle longer than the box
itself.

What I claim is—-

The method of packing cigars, which con-
sists in loosely placing the bottom layersinto
the box and passing a ribbon alternately
above and below the cigars constituting the
top layer, substantially as specified.

JOHN KRUSE,
Witnesses:
F. v. BRIESEN,
T. J. Coan. '
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