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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

GUSTAY H MOLL, OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI.

OPERATING-BAR FOR WINDOW-SLATS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 457,427, dated August 11, 1891.
Application filed August 25, 1890, Serial No, 362,943, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Gustav H. MowrL, of
St. Louis and State of Missouri, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Op-
erating-Bars for Window-Slats, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, specification, &e. .

My invention relates to improvements in
window-blinds; and it consists in the novel
arrangements and combination of parts, as
will be more fully described, and designated
in the claims. » .

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and cheaply-made device for operat-
ing movable blind-slats and a catch-lock or
retaining device for holding the operating-
bar, and thereby holding the slats at any de-
sired angle. Heretofore devices have been
conceived and patented having a similar ob-
ject in view, and in common with my inven-
tion they have comprised an operating-bar
connected with the slats, so as to rotate them
upon their tenons. )

My device is in the nature of an improve-
ment upon such window-blinds; in detail an
improvement on the construction of the oper-
ating-bar and the locking device, as will be
more fully described and set forth.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of the window-blind with my invention
applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a vertical longi-
tudinal section taken on the line x « in Fig.
1. Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the operat-
ing-bar, showing the cateh in its normal posi-
tion. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the lock-
ing or retaining device. -

Referring to the drawings, 1 is a frame of

-a window-blind, and 2 aseries of slatssecured

therein by means of tenons projecting in
holes in the inner face of the frame. On said
tenons the slats are made to rotate by means

of a curved operating-bar 8. At the ends of.

said slats a series of nails or screws 5 are se-
cured, which fitin corresponding perforations
4 in the curved operating-bar 8. The num-
ber of perforations corresponds to the num-
ber of slats. Themode of attaching the oper-

ating-bar to the slats may be by nails, serews,
or other like devices.

The curved operating-bar 8 is made out of
wire and of suitable size to be rigid enough

to rotate the slats. Said wire is first corru-
gated in a machine constructed for that pur-
pose. After the wire is corrugated in curves
of sufficient dimensions as to pass freely over
the tenons of the slats it is then flattened
and perforations made therein corresponding
to the number of slats.. Said perforations
should be made at alternate inner projecting

portions of the curve, so that the intermedi-

ate curvescan pass, respectively, over the ten-
ons of the slats. Said operating-bar termi-
nates at its lower extremity in a spring-catch
9, which fits in a fastening device 10, as here-
inafter more fully described.

The retaining device or catch-lock 10 for
the operating-bar 8 consists of a metal box
with open or closed ends, the bottom of said
box provided with teeth or corrugations, in
which the catch-spring 9, forming the lower
extension of the operating-bar 8,catches, and
thereby holds the slats at any desired angle.
The operation of the retaining device when
made after this eonstruction is obvious. Sim-
ply grasp the projecting portion of said
spring-catch and place it in any tooth or cor-
rugation that you may desire, and by this
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arrangement you regulate the opening be- -

tween the slats. In order that the catech 9
and the cateh-lock 10 may besecurely engaged
when the former is thrown forward or out-
ward by the corresponding motion of the op-
erating-bar on opening the slats, the catch 9
is given a great amount of elasticity and is
under a considerable compression when the
slats are closed, thus permitting it to bear
more or less forcibly on the lock 10 when the
slats are opened.

I am aware that prior to my invention bars
for slat-workers have been made with projec-
tions thereon to engage the pinssecuring them
to the slats, and I do nottherefore claim such
a construction; but

What I do claim is— :

1. An operating-bar for window-slats, con-
sisting of asingle piece of metal having curves
therein at regular intervals, the projecting
portions of said curves being perforated, the
lower part of the said bar being formed into
a spring-catch, as described.

2. An operating-bar for window-slats, con-
sisting of a single piece of metal having curves
therein at regular intervals, the projecting
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portions of said curves being perforated and In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
the lower end of the said bar being formed | presence of two witnesses.

into aspring-catch, in combination with abox
having a corrugated bottom secured to the
base of the window-blind and adapted to be
engaged by the said spring-catch, substan-
tially as and for the purposes described.

GUSTAV H. MOLL.

Witnesses:
E. K. LONGATU,
C. F. A. MUELLER.




