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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, JOEN FAIN ADAMS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Seddon,
in the county of St. Clair and State of Ala-
bama, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Railroad-Track Clamps;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the
same, reference being had to the annexed
drawings, making a part of this specification,
and tothe lettersof reference marked thereon.

This invention relates to certain new and
nseful improvements in railroad - track
clamps; and it has for its objects, among
others, to provide a simple, cheap, and du-
rable clamp which will effectually preventthe
track from spreading and by which the rails
can be easily and readily drawn together
when desired. No holes are necessary in the
rail, and when in position will not be in the
way of putting in new cross-ties when occa-
sion should require.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will hereinafter appear, and the novel
features thereof will be specifically defined
by the appended claim. .

Theinvention is clearly illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, which, with the letters
of reference marked thereon, form a part of
this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is aside elevation of my improve-
ment applied to the rails, one of which is
shown in vertical cross-section. Fig. 2 is a
top plan of the same. Fig. 3isa side view of
one portion of the clamp. Fig. 4 is a like
view of one of the jaws.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views in which they
oceur.

Referring now to the details of the draw-
ings by letier, A designates a portion of a
railroad-rail of known form.

1 construct my clamp in two like parts,
each of which is as follows:

B is arodorbar, which is formed at oneend
with a jaw B, having an undercut recess ¢ to
receive theflange b of the rail, asseenin Fig. 1.
This jaw has a flat upper surface, as seen at
¢, to form a firm support for the rail, as will
be seen from Fig. 1, and adjacent to this flat
portion is formed a shoulder d, (see Fig. 3,)

and extending from this shoulderis the screw- |

thread e, which extends for a portion of the
length of the rod or bar, as seen in Fig. 3,
where a shoulder fis formed, and from this
shoulder to the end of the rod or bar the lat-
ter is reduced in diameterand provided with
screw-threads ¢, the two sets of threads on
the rod being one right and the other left, as
shown clearly in Fig. 3.

C are jaws having interiorly - threaded
bosses h, which are engaged with the threads
e of the rods or bars B, and adapted to fit
over and hold the inner Hlange of the rail, as
seen in Fig. 1. D are set-nuts upon the said
threads e and adapted to follow the jaws C,
as shown in Fig. 1.

In practice the two rods are arranged as
shown in Figs. 1 and 2,and the jaws engaged
with the flange of the rails, and the set-nuts
then screwed up to bind the jaws firmly
against the rails. The adjacent ends of the
two rods or bars are joined by a turn-buckle
E, which may be of any known form of con-
struction. Turning this turn-buckle draws
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the rails together till they are the desired dis-

tance apart.

The clamp can be applied on any grade
and either upon a straight track or upon a
curve.

I may sometimes make the jaws with more
than one arm, and the turn-buckle may some-
times be formed with wmore than two connect-
ing-arms j, as indicated by dotted lines in
Fig. 2, 50 that a crow-bar may he used to
tighten it up.

What I claim as new is—

A track-clamp consisting of two rods formed
with fixed jaws having undercut recesses
with flat upper bearing-surface and sepa-
rated screw-threads, both right and left hand,
movablejaws movable upon one set of threads,
set-nuts movable upon the same threads as
the movable jaws, and a turn-buckle con-
necting the adjacent ends of the rods and
movable upon the other set of threads, sub-
stantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subseribed iny name in tha presence

of two witnesses.
JOHN FAIN ADAMS.
Witnesses:
V. J. Cosr, ,
‘W. H. F. ROHERSON. ™,
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