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To all whom it may concern: From each side of the upper part of the
Be it known that I, JoEN B. CLOPTON, a | presser-foot ¢ extend parallel arms % /2, which
citizen of the United States, residing at Bas- | at their rear ends are provided with lateral-
trop, in the county of Bastrop and State of | extensions 2’ 2’, which are received by shal-

5 Texas, have invented certain new and use- | low recesses ¢ 4 in the upper sides of thearms 35
ful Improvements in Paper-Files; and I do | @’ d’, in which the extensious turn slightly. -
hereby declare the following to be a full,clear, | Coiled around the extensions A’ h’ are spiral
and exact description of theinvention, suchas | springs j j, the ends k k& of which are hooked -
will enable others skilled in the art to which | under the arms % %, and the ends %k’ %’ of

1o it appertains to make and use the same. which are secured to the arms d’ d’, thus 6o
My invention relates to a paper-file, its ob- | forming a spring-hinge conneection between
Jjects being to produce a device for this pur- | the arms of the presser-foot and the arms of
pose which will be simple, effective, and du- | the clamp. In a bearing [, provided in the
rable, as it is composed of few parts, which | upper bend of the Z-shaped presser-foot, is
£5 can be manufactured so cheaply that it can | journaled a shaft or lifting-rod m, provided 65
be sold at a price which will enable it to be | at each end with cranked portionsm’ m’ and
universally used, and which ean accommodate | with a crank-handle n, which extends in a -

papers of any width. direction at right angles to the plane of the
To these ends my invention consists in cer- | shaft and its cranked portions.. _
20 tain features of construction and combina- Hinged on a pivot-rod o, secured in the base 70

tions of parts to be hereinafter described,and | @, slightly to the rear of the lower or opera-
then particularly pointed out in the claims. | tive end of the presser-foof, is a support or
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1'is | flap p. :
a plan view of my paper-file. Fig. 2is aside [ . 7 is a hole in the base for hanging the file
25 view showing the parts in position for hold- | on a nail. ‘ 7
ing the papers, documents, bills, or prescrip- My paper-file is used as follows: When the
tions. Hig. 3 isa side viewshowingtheparts | file contains papers, they are held in position
in position for receiving papers. Fig. £is a | by the jaw d of the clamp, which is pressed
side view showing the parts in position for | against them by means of the springsee.
30 Temoving papers. Fig. 5 is'a front elevation | (See Fig. 2.) To inserta paper, raise the han- 8o
of the latter. dle » and pull it forward into the position
_ &is the base of the file, which at its upper | shown in Fig. 3 until the handle is parallel
end is provided with a transverse bar b, se- | with the base, thus lowering the presser-foot
. cured thereto in any suitable way and pro- | g onto the papers, if any are in place, and
35 vided with rounded or othershaped end pro- | raising the jaw d of the clamp off the papers b3
jections b’. The clamp - frame for holding | by reason of the cranked portions of the
the papers ¢ in the file is made of spring- j shaft m bearing upwardly upon the arms ¢’
wire, which is bent into U shape, having a | d’. Now place the paper under the jaw d,
jaw or front rod d, rearwardly-extending par- | with its upper end against the upright part
40 allel side arms d’ ', springs e ¢, which are | of the presser-foot, and hold it in this posi- go
coiled around the end projectious b’, and | tion with one hand, using the other hand to
downwardly-extending ends ¢’ ¢’, which are | raise the handle n. When the handle ig
let into holes £ fin the base just in front of | raised, the action of the springs 7 7 will throw
the bar b, so0 as to form a fixed connection. | the handle back and raise the presser-foot
45 The front end of the clamp is bent down- | and the parts will bein the position shown g5
wardly, so that the jaw d will be brought ; in Fig. 2.
firmly against the papers by the springs e e. To remove the papers from the file, raise
g is a presser-foot bent up from sheet metal | the support or flap p to upright position, so
into Z shape substantially, and arranged just | as to engage under the top part of the Z-
5o to the rear of the jaw d. shaped presser-foot and under the arms 2 k 1oo
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thereof.. Now puil the handle n forward, as

_ before, and the jaw d is raised clear of the
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papers, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, the press-
er-foot being prevented from lowering by the
support p.

It is apparent that slight changes may be
resorted to by any skilled mechanie without
departing from the scope and spirit of my in-
vention.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. In apaper-file, the combination of a base,
a clamp provided with a jaw, a presser-foot
to the rear of the jaw, and a crank-shaft
journaled in abearingin the presser-foot and
provided with a handle, the crank portion of
the shaft being arranged under the clamp,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. In a paper-file, the combination of abase,

"a clamp provided with a jaw and having side
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arms connected tothe base by springs, a press-
er-foot to the rear of the jaw, and means for
operating the clamp and presser-foot, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

3. In a paper-file, the combination of a base,
a clamp havinga jawand springs for depress-
ing it, a presser-foot to the rear of the jaw,
and a crank-shaft provided with a handle for
turning the shaft to operate the clamp and
presser-foot, substantially asand for the pur-
pose set forth.

4. In a paper-file, the combination, with a
base and a U-shaped clamp comprising a jaw
or front bar, side arms, springs, and ends se-
curing the clamp to the base, of a presser-
foot to the rear of the jaw of the clamp, and
means for operating the clamp and presser-
foot, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.

5. In a paper-file, the combination, with a
base and a clamp provided with a jaw, of a
substantially Z-shaped presser-foot provided
with a bearingin its upperbend, and a crank-
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shaft journaled in said bearing, substantially
as set forth.

6. In a paper-file, the combination, with a
base and a clamp having a jaw and an arm,
of a presser-foot having an arm connected to
the clamp-arm by a spring, and means for
operating the clamp and presser-foot, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

.7. In a paper-file, the combination, with a
base and a clamp having a jaw and an arm
provided with a recess, of a presser-foot hav-
ing an arm provided with a lateral extension
seated in said recess, a spring-hinge connect-
ing the arms, and means for operating the
clamp and presser-foot, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.

8. In a paper-file, the combination, with a
base and a clamp having a-jaw and an arm,
of a presser-foot having an arm connected to
the clamp-arm by a spring; and a crank-shaft
journaled in the presser-foot and having its
crank under the crank-arm, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

9. In a paper-file, the combination, with a
base and a clamp provided with a jaw, of a
presser-foot, an operating device supported
thereby and adapted to raise the clamp, and
a movable support or flap under the presser-
toot, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.

10. In a paper-file, the combination, with a
base and a clamp provided with a jaw, of a
presser-foot provided with a bearing, a erank-
shaft journaled in the bearing with its
cranked portion under the clamp, and a
hinged support or flap under the presser-foot,
substantially as and forthe purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JOIIN B. CLOPTON.

VWitnesses:
Tom W. CAIN,
EARL SUMMERS.
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