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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE HIPWO0OD, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk, State of
Massachusetts, haveinvented certain new and

5 useful Improvements in Can - Openers, of
which the following is a description suffi-
ciently full, clear, and exact to enable any per-
son skilled in the art or science to which said
invention apperitains to make and use the

10 same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming part of this specifica-
tion, in which—

Figure 1 is an elevation showing my im-
proved can-openerin use, the body of the can

15 being represented as broken away; Fig.2,an
end elevation of the same, looking from the
left in Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a bottom plan view of
the guard, and Figs. 4 and 5 views of the
guards, illustrating modifications in the ad-

20 justing mechanism.

Like letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the different figures of the
drawings.

My invention relates, especially, to a de-

25 vice for opening tin cans and -is designed as
animprovement on the implement shown and
described in United States Letters Patent
numbered 450,810, dated April 23, 1891, and
granted to me for new and useful improve-

30 ments in can-openers.

- In the drawings, A represents the can, and
B the guard, of the can-opener considered as
a whole, and C the handle.

The guard B comprises a semi-disk d, from

35 the periphery of which lugs f are pendent.
The disk d is adapted to rest upon the top of
the can and is provided with a longitudinal
knife-slot ¢, which is arranged out of par-
allelism with a line tangent to the central ra-

g0 dial line of said semi-disk or segment. A
plate % is fitted to slide horizontally in suit-
able ways formed in the lugs f and is pro-
vided on its inner end with a curved head 4,
which ig adapted to engage and conform to

45 the curve of the side wall of the can. An
adjusting-serew 7, passing centrally through
the lug f, engages the slide-head 7 or is fitted

L

to turn loosely therein, forcing said slide
against the can. :

A curved or hook-shaped cutting-blade k is 50
secured in the handle C and is pivoted at m
in the knife-slot ¢ of the segment d eccentri-
cally of the center of said segment or semi-
disk. The handle C projects at p in front of
the pivot of said knife, to afford a bearing g5
for the hand in obtaining sufficient leverage
to foree the point of the blade through the
can-top ¢.

In the use of my improvement the semi-
disk d is disposed on the top of the can, as 6o
shown best in Fig. 2, and the gage-plate & ad-
justed by means of the screw j so as to bring
the knife-point at a desired distance from the
side of the can. The parts being in the posi-
tion shown by dotted lines in Fig. 1, the op- 65
erator, by forcing the toe p of the handle
downward, readily drives the point of the
curved blade kthrough the can-top,said blade
being provided, in the ordinary manner of -
blades of this class, with a cutting-edge on 70
both sides. By moving the handle vertically
the knife is ecaused to cut its way through the
can-top, the guard-plate h, bearing against
the side of the can, readily directing the
movement of said knife as it is fed along by 73
the operator. The slot ¢ cut by the knife be-
ing on a circle with the same center as the
can-side, to prevent liability of the blade &
binding and tending to work in straight line
toward the outer edge of the can-side, the 8o
diagonal slot g is provided. The inner end
of said slot, being farther from the periphery
of the can than the pivot m, slants the knife
sufficiently in relation to the guide to enable
it to feed readily without binding. 85

In Fig. 4 the lugs f are substituted by a
segment v, through which two screws w are
turned to engage the sideof the can and per-
form the same function as the guide-plate h.

In Fig. 5 the guide-plate I is fitted to slide ge
in the bottom of the segment v. A rod «,
secured to the head ¢ of said plate, passes cen-
trally through said segment and is provided
with notches %, in whieh a vod z, pivoted to



W

458,703

outer face of said segment, is fitted to take | to,engage the side of the can, dnd a curved
and lock the guide-plate in position. cutting-blade pivoted to swing vertically in 1o

Having thus explained my invention, what | said segment, substantially as described.
Iclaim is—

In a can-opener, & guard comprising a seg- GEORGE HIPWOOD,
mental plate adapted to engage the can-top Witnesses:
and provided with a pendent lug, a guide ad- K. DURFEE,
justable horizontally in said lug and adapted O. M. SHAW.



