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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosiaAH E. PAYTON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Red
Oak, in the county of Grayson and State of
Kentucky, have invented certain new and
useful Improven.ents in Egg-Case Fasteners;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
arttowhich it appertains to make and use the
same. :

This invention relates to fasteners for ship-
ping boxes or crates for eggs, fruit, or other
commodities that are usually shipped in cases.

The purpose of the invention is to provide
a fastening to hold the cover in place against
lateral strain, the fastening being specially
construeted to withstand the lateral strain to
which the covers of such shipping-cases are
subjected. ‘

The improvement consists of the novel fea-
tures and the peculiar construction and com-
bination of the parts, which will be herein-
after more fully described and claimed, and
which areshown in the annexed drawings, in
which—

Figure 1is a perspective view of a case hav-
ing the cover secured thereon by my im-
proved fastener. Fig. 2 is an end view, the
lower portion of the case and a portion of the
cleat on the case being broken away. Fig.3
is a central vertical section of the middle por-
tion of the cover, showing the operation of
the fastener by dotted lines.

The case A is of ordinary construction,
being provided at each end with a cleat B.
The cover C is provided at each end with a
cleat D, which overlaps the end of the case
and rests upon the cleat B. The meeting
faces of the cleats Band D are straight, being
cut from strips of wood.

The fastening eomprises, essentially, two

“spring. members E E, which are located some

distance apart and which converge from the
upper to their lower ends, the angle of con-
vergence of each being about forty-five de-
grees. The upper ends of the spring mem-
bersE E are secured to the cleat B, and their
lower ends are adapted to enter and pass
through openings d in the cleat D, the open-
ings being convergent to correspond with the
angle of convergence of the members E E.
The lower ends of the members E E have
lateral extensions ¢ e, which overlap the un-
der side of the cleat D and hold the cover in

place. The wear-plate F on the under side of
the cleat D protects the same from injurious
wear. The fastener is preferably constructed
of stout wire, having its ends bent to form
the converging members E E and the eyes or
lateral extensions ee at the lower extremities
of the members E E. The connecting por-
tion ¢’ between the members E E is straight
and rests in a groove b in the upper side of
the cleat B, so as to be out of the way. The
openings b’ in the cleat B for the members E
E to pass through are just large enough to
admit the passage of the members E E, the
eyes e at the ends of the members EE being
formed after the said members E Ehave been
passed through the said openings b’. When
the cover is placed on the case, the lower ends
of the members E & come opposite the open-
ings d, and by pressing down on the cover
the members are compressed and separate
the moment the extensions or eyes e e clear
the lower side of the cleat D to engage the
said extensions with the under side of the
said cleat. To remove the cover the lower
ends of the members E Eare pressed together
until the extensions e ¢ clear the sides of the
openings d, when an npward pullon the cover
will remove it. ’

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim,and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

The combination, with a box and the cleat
B, secured to the box and having the sepa-
rate and independent openings d d, which con-
verge at their lower ends, of the cover, the
cleat D, secured to the cover and having the
independent converging openings b’ b, which
correspond with the converging openingsd d,
and having the groove b, connecting the di-
verging ends of the openings o’ U/, and the
fastener composed of a single wire, which is
held in groove b between the cleat D and the
cover and which has its ends bent and pro-
jected through the openingsbd’ b’ and beyond
cleat D and adapted to be sprung through
the said openings d d, which bent ends of the
wire terminate in lateral projections e e, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose deseribed.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JOSIAH E. PAYTON,
Witnesses:

M. H. ROWE,
W. C. ROWE,
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