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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, Jamus M. McDONALD,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Lake Charles, in the parish of Caleasieu and
State of T.ouisiana, have invented a new and
useful Back-Band Buckle, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in shaft loops adapted
to be attached to a back-band or harness sad-
dle, and consists of the construction and ar-
rangement of the parts thereof, as will be
more fully hereinafter described and claimed.

The object of the invention is to design a
shaft loop of that elass into which the shaft
can be pushed sidewise and when assuming a
seat in the loop will automatically elose the
fastening parts thereover and hold said parts
50 longas it is in engagement with the loop,
and prevent dropping of the same out of said
loop by accident or otherwise, and still be in
position to be readily detached when desired.

In the drawings;—Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the device as it appears when closed
and showing the manner in whieh the device
is engaged by the shaft. Fig. 2 is a similar
view of the device shown open, and as about
to be engaged by the shaft. Iig. 3 is a rear
elevation of the improved device.

Similar numeralsof reference are employed
to indicate corresponding parts in the several
figures.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
designates a slide buckle having a crossbar 2,
with astud 3,adapted to be engaged by astrap
4in connection with the back-band or harness
saddle, and integrally depending from said
buckleisanarmbhaving the lowerend thereof
bent into hook shape as at 6, and increased in
width at this point to resist strain and wear,
the said arm is reduced in thickness and is
somewhat flattened, and extends from the
bueklecentrally. Atthepoint where the arm
5 connects with the lower portion of the
buekle 1, shoulders 7 are formed and inte-
grally depending over the rear portion of said
shoulders ave tongues 8. The ends of dogs 9
are seated adjacent to said shoulders 7 and
pivotally econnected as at 10, toopposite sides
of the arm 5, and have toes 11 formed at the
Jower end thereof with recesses 12, toprovide
shoulders in the rear thereof for a purpose

which will hereinafter appear. The upper
rear portion of thesaid dogs are formed with
shoulders 13 adapted to be engaged by the
aforesaid tongues 8, to prevent the said dogs
from moving rearward beyond a predeter-
mined point. The front edges of the said
dogsarecurved or slightly coneaved and some-
what approximate the contourof theadjacent
edge of the arm 5. A head 14 is pivotally
connected to the lower hooked end of the arm
5, at the rear portion thereof as at 15. The
said head 14 is bifureated to formarms 16 be-
tween whieh the curved end 6 of the arm
is movably mounted and the rear portions of
the said arms 16 are formed with shoulders
17, and upwardly projecting lugs 18, said
shoulders and lugs adapted to be engaged by
the toes 11, and recesses 12 of the dogs 9. The
head 14 is also formed with an upwardly pro-
jecting eurved arm 19, which overhangs the
arms 16, and the upper concave surfaces or
edges of the arms 16 are gradually eontinued
and merged into the said arm 19, and the up-
per edge of the hooked end 6 of the arm 5 is
also curved in a similar manner so that a
rounded opening or seat may be formed for
the reception of the shaft ends. When the
device is mounted in position the lower end of
the strap 4 issecured to the girth and thereby
the loop is held in proper position.

When the loop is positioned to receive the
shaft the parts thereof will be arranged as
shown by Fig. 2, and the curved arm 19 of the
head 14, will be drawn outward from the arm
5, and the dogs 9 will also be moved outward
by the engagement of the lugs 18 with the re-
cegses 12,  Assoonastheshaftendisinserted
through the opening between the free end of
the arm 19 and the adjacent porfion of the
arm 5, it will strike the upper projeeting edges
of the dogs, and force the same backward, at
the same time closing the curved arm 19
against the arm 5 and the adjacent portions
of the upper ends of the dogs 9. This closed
position of the parts will be sustained as long
as the shaft is in connection therewith, be-
cause the diameter of the shaft end issuch as
to fill the seat oropening formed by said parts
sufficiently to hold the same in locked posi-
tion. When itis desired to release the shaft
from the loop the arm 19 of the head 14 is
drawn outward thereby elevating the shaft
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for the purpose of disconnecting the same,
and readily assisting in ifs disengagement.

The device as set forth will hold the shaft
permanently and securely, and will: readily
permit the same to be disconnected or drop
outafter the horseis unhitched, and fallsopen
and remains open-until the shafts are again
engaged therewith.

The device entire is adapted to be made of
any suitable metal and may be covered with
leather if so desired, and is especially adapted
to be employed in connection with a single
harness. The head 14 being pivoted at the
rear as shown, will normally tend to gravitate
outward or in open position, as will be readily
understood. .

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as.new is:—

1. Ashaftloophavinga rigid arm with dogs
pivoted thereto, and a gravitating head mov-
ably connected to said arm, and having an
upwardly extending curved arm, and also pro-

vided with rear shouldersengaging the lower
ends of said dogs, substantially as described.

2. In a shaft loop, a slide buckle having a
depending curved arm and tongues on the up-
per .portion of said arm, dogs. pivotally con-
nected to each side of the said arm having
recesses and toes at the lower portion thereor
and shoulders at the upper part of the same.
and-a gravitating -head movably connected
to the-aforesaid arm and having shoulders
and lugs to engage the toes and recesses at
the Jower ends of said dogs and an upwardly
projecting curved arm,all of said parts being
combined for automatic action; substantially
as described.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
myown I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES M. McDONALD.

Witnesses:

A, C. WILLIAMSON,
A. A. WENTZ.
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