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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

BLOOMFIELD BROWER, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

LETTER-FILE CABINET.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 490,099, dated January 17, 1893.
Application filed May 31,1890, Serial No, 863,803, - (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BLOOMFIELD BROWER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at New
York, county of New York, and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Letter-File Cabinets, fully
described and represented in the following
specification and the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of the same.

This invention relates to a device for caus-
ing the simultaneous locking and unlocking
of a plurality of tiers or rows of letter files
or drawers in a cabinet or closet. Ithashere-
tofore been common to provide a single row
or tier of letter files or drawers with a locking
device, consisting usually of a strip hinged to
the same, which in one position, locks all the
letter files or drawers in the row and which,
when moved from that position, unlocks the
same. Wherethe cabinet contains a number

of such rows or tiers each provided with the

locking and unlocking device referred to,
each row or tier would have to be separately
locked and unlocked.

It is the object of the present invention to
so connect the several locking devices that
the several rows or tiers in the cabinet may
be simultaneously locked and unlocked by
the movement of the locking strip of one of
the rows into position for locking or unlock-
ing that row. :

To this end the invention consists, in its
preferred form and in thie form in which it
will be hereinafter deseribed,in the provision
of arod having a swinging connection to the
several locking strips of a plurality of tiers
or rows, whereby upon the movement of any
one of the locking strips into or out of its lock-
ing position, the locking strips of the other
rows or tiers will be similarly moved, and by
which, when the locking strip provided with
a lock and key or other locking means has
been locked in position to prevent the with-
drawal of the letter files or drawersin its tier
or row the fastening strips of the other rows
or tiers will be similarly locked in position to
prevent the withdrawal of the letter files or
drawers in their respective rows or tiers.

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1is

so a front elevation of a letter file cabinet hav-

‘it is illustrated in Fig. 1, offers no obstruction

ing two rows or tiers of letter files provided

‘with fastening strips embodying the present

invention. Tig. 2 is a vertical section of the
same on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 8 is a
horizontal section ontheline 3—3 of Fig.1;and
Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 1 showing the
locking strips in position for locking the let-
ter files of the two rows or tiers.

Referring to said drawings it will be under-
stood that A is an ordinary letter file cabinet
and B its letter files, tworows or tiersof which
are shown in the present case, although it is
to be understood that the improvements. of
the present invention are equally applicable
to a letter file cabinet in which a greaternum-
ber of rows or tiers of letter files are em-
ployed than are illustrated in the present
case.

The letter files B slide in and out of the
cabinet A upon shelves b each provided with
a hand opening ¢ for the purpose of permit-
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“ting the hand to be inserted beneath the let-

ter file to withdraw it from the case when de-
sired. The two rows of letter files B are sep-
arated by a partition C extending from the
base to the top of the cabiret. The partition
O has hinged to it a strip D extending from
the base of the cabinet A to the top of the
same, which, when in the position in which

to the withdrawal of the letter files B of the
left hand row in the cabinet A, but whieh,
when moved from that position into the posi-

“tion in which it is illustrated in Fig. 4 and

locked in that position, either by lock and
key or in any other suitable manner, will pre-
vent the withdrawal of any of the letter files
in that row or tier. The right hand row or
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tier of letter files B is provided with a simi-

lar locking strip I hinged to the side of the
cabinet A, which, when in the position in
which it is illustrated in Fig. 1, will permit
the withdrawal of the letter files B in that
tier or row, but which, when moved into the
position in which it is illustrated in Fig. 4 95
will prevent such withdrawal. One of the
strips D or E (D as shown herein) is provided
with an ordinary lock g (see Figs. 2 and 4)
by which it is locked to the cabinet A.in its

opened and closed positions, the employment roo
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of a lock tipon iiore than one strip for this
purpose being rendered unnecessary by the
improvements of the present invention, as
will hereinafter appear.

The locking strips D E are each provided
with a pin or stud a entering an opening pro-
vided in a rod F. This connection between
the strips is such that upon the movement or
locking and unlocking of one of said strips
the other of said strips will be correspond-
ingly moved orlocked and unlocked, the move-
ment of the one being imparted to the other
through the connecting rod T, said rod upon
the locking of one of said strips also prevent-
ing the movement of the other strips and thus
similarly locking the latter, the two rows or
tiers of letter files B or any other number of
rows or tiers provided in the cabinet being
thus simultaneously locked and unlocked by
the locking or unlocking of the locking strip
of any one of the rows.

The two locking strips D and E will prefer-
ably be so hinged to the cabinet that their
upper and lower ends will lie within the over-
hanging top and the base of the cabinet, as
illustrated in Fig. 2, or they may be hinged
in recesses formed in the cabinet. The ob-
ject of thus positioning the strips is to pre-
vent their removal from their hinges, when
in their locked position, for the purpose of
unlocking the letter files; this positioning of
the strips also preventing the removal of the
connecting rod I' from the strips for the same
purpose.

The operation of locking the two rows or
tiers of letter files B provided with the strips
D E and connecting rod F, is as follows:
When the strips D E are in the position in
which they are illustrated in Fig.1 the letter
files B of the two rows in the cabinet are un-
locked, and any gne of the letter files may be
withdrawn from the case. When it is desired
to lock theletter files of the two rows or tiers,
the locking strip D will be moved by hand
from the position in which it is illustrated in
Fig.1 to the position in which it is illustrated
in Ifig.4 and locked in that position by a lock
g entering the base of the cabinet or in any
other suitable manner. Daring this move-
ment of the strip D the rod F will be moved
toward the left, and the locking strip E, by
reason of its connection to the rod F will also
be moved into position to lock its row or tier
of letter files, as shown in Fig. 4. The lock-
ing strips will also preferably be provided
with means for locking them against move-
ment in their unlocked position consisting in
the present case of the lock g, the bolt of
which, in this position of the strip, enters an
opening at the proper point in the base of the
cabinet, as illustrated in Fig. 2. It will thus
be seen that by thus connecting the locking
strips of the two rows or tiers of letter files
the letter files of both rows may be locked or
unlocked simultaneously and by the move-

ment by the hand of but one of the strips,
which movement, through the connecting rod
F, is communicated to the other fastening
strip, which is then similarly moved; and that
the employment of but one lock and key or
other securing device, upon one of the strips
D or E, is all that is necessary to lock all the
letter files in the cabinet,

It is obvious that the connecting rod F in-
stead of being connected to the top of the
strips D and E as shown, may be connected
to other portions of the strips, as for example,
at their lower ends.

It will be obvious that this invention, al-
though herein illustrated and heretofore de-
scribed as applied to a letter file cabinet, is
equally applicable to other uses. It will be
understood therefore, that the terms “letter
file cabinet” and “letter file” used in such
description and in the accompanying claims
are intended to include such other applica-
tions of which the present improvements are
capable. It will also be understood that
where the term “plurality of tiers” is em-
ployed, it is meant to include either a num-
ber of tiers or rows each containing a num-
ber of letter files or drawers and each tier or
row having a locking device, or a single tier
or row containing a number of such letter
files or drawers each of which is provided
with a locking device such as illustrated, all
of such locking devices being connected and
operated as heretofore described, or any num-
ber of sets of tiers or rows arranged horizon-
tally or one above the other the fastening
strips of each set being suitably connected
to the fastening strips of the others and the
fastening strips of each set being connected
togethersubstantially as heretofore described.

What I claim is:

1. In a letter file cabinet, the combination
of a plurality of letter files, a plurality of in-
dependently mounted locking strips thereof
and connections between said locking strips
whereby upon the movement or locking and
unlocking of one of said strips all of said
strips are simultaneously moved or locked
and unlocked, substantially as described.

2. In a letter file cabinet, the combination
of a plurality of tiers of letter files, a locking
strip for each tier, and connections between
said locking strips whereby upon the move-
ment or locking and unlocking of one of said
locking strips all of said strips are simulta-
neously moved or locked and unlocked, sub-
stantially as described.

3. In a letter file cabinet, the combination
of a plurality of tiers of letter files, a locking
strip for each tier, and a rod connected tosaid
locking strips, whereby upon the movement
or locking or unlocking of one of said strips
all of said strips are simultaneously moved
or locked and unlocked, substantially as de-
seribed.

4. In a letter file cabinet, the combination
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with a plurality of locking strips hinged to | my hand in the presence of two subscribing
the cabinet, of the rod ¥, and connections be- | witnesses.
tween each of said locking strips and therod

F consisting of a pin or stud e upon the for- BLOOMFIELD BROWER.
5 mer entering an openingin said rod, substan- Witnesses:
tially as described. T. H. PALMER,

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set FRrRANK KEHOE.



Correction in Letters Patent;No. 490,099,

Tt is hereby certified that in Letters Patent No. 490,099, granted January 17, 1893,
upon the application of Bloomfield Brower, of New York, N. Y., for an improvement
in ¢ Letter-File Cabinets,” an error appears in the printed specification requiring the
following correction, viz.: In line 108, page 2, the word ¢« thereof” should read therefor;
and that the said Letters Patent should be read with this correction therein that the
same may conform to the record of the case in the Patent Office.

Signed, countersigned, and sealed this 31st day of January, A. D, 1893.

[sEAL.] CYRUS BUSSEY,
Assistant Secretary of the Interior.
Countersigned :
W. E. SIMONDS,
Commissioner of Patents.



