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Application filed July 6, 1892, SerialNo, 439,008, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ARNOLD DELFFS, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Bedford,in the county of Bedford and State
of Tennessee, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Barbed-Wire Fenec-
ing, of which the following is a specification,
reference being had therein to the accompa-
nying drawings,

This invention relates generally to improve-
ments in fences, and particularly to that class
known as barbed wire fences.

The object of the invention is to produce a
barbed wire fence with the barbs arranged
thereon in a novel manner whereby the usnal
objections to this class of fencing viz. injury
to the cattle, shall be entirely obviated; fur-
thermore to employ such peculiar construc-
tionand arrangementof parts, that shall prove
strong, durable and thoroughly efficient in
use and at the same time, indestructible in
case of fire. A further object being to pro-
vide a novel form of post capable of being
readily placed in position without the neces-
sity of preparing “post holes,” thus reducing
the cost of constructing a fence to the mini-
mumn,.

Theinvention further contemplates the pro-
vision of a barb of such peculiar design, where-
by it may be readily and conveniently secured
in position on the main wires at a compara-
tively small cost of manufacture; furthermore
whereby said barb may be easily substituted
in lieu of the objectionable forms now in use;
furthermore, whereby said barb may be se-
cured on a single wire or in the twist of double
wires, with equal convenience.

With these objects in view, the invention
consists in a barbed wire fence, comprising
the posts, which are preferably constructed en-
tirely of metal, each postbeing formed of three
uprights, or standards and secured in a man-
ner, somewhat similar to stacked guns with
fixed bayonets, that is to say,in the formof a
tripod, the upwardly projecting ends above
the point of securement, forming a sort of
basket for the reception of rails; furthermore,
the single or double fence wires being held in
position on said posts by a tie of flexible or

pliable wire, said fence wires having secured
at approximately equidistant points a novel
form of barb, which after being inserted in
the twist or clamped on a single wire, is bens
at right angles to the line of fencing, thus
presenting serrated edges and a downwardly
projesting point.

Furthermore, the invention consists in vari-
ous novel details of construction, hereinafter
to be more particularly described and pointed
ouf in the claims.

In describing my invention in detail, refer-
ence is had to the accompanying drawings,
wherein similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in the several views, in
which,

Figure 1, is a view in side elevation of a
fence embodying my improvement. Fig. 2, is
a detail view in perspective of the barb, shown
in position on the wires. Fig. 3, is a view of
a modified form of the same, and Fig. 4, is a
detail view of one of the standards, shown de-
tached.

In these drawings: A, indicates the post, B,
the main or fence wires, and C, the barbs.
These posts are formed of three uprights or
standards b, secured at a point b2 where said
standards are bent at an angle, somewhat
similar to a fixed bayonet, as isclearly shown
in Fig.1. The lower end of each standard be-
ing suitably bent to form feet 0% and being
further provided with a series of notches %,
which are adapted to receive and retain the
fence wires B. Thesewires may be single or
double, and in the latter instance, the barb C,
would be similar to those shown in Figs. 1 and
2, wherein c, represents the head ¢? the neck
around which the wires B, are twisted, ¢%, an
approximatelyheart-shaped body portionhav-
ing irregularly shaped sides, said sides being
serrated as shown and c*, the downwardly pro-
jecting point. The body portion, that is to
say, the portion below the neck, is designed
to be bent at right angles to the line of fene-
ing thus presenting the engaging points and
at the same time, obviating the great objec-
tion to fences of this class, to wit, lacerating
and otherwise injuring the cattle, as will be
obvious.
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In Fig. 3,a modified form of barb is shown,
wherein the head is tubular and adapted to
be clamped in positioun on either a single or
twisted wire. TFurthermore,it will be under-
stood that either form herein shown may be
used as a substitute in lien of the common
forms in use at the present date,

The numerous advantages of this improved
form of barb will be at once obvious from the
foregoing description.

It will be particularly noted that various
changes may be made in the detail construe-
tion of the invention, without departing from
the general idea involved.

IIaving fully described my invention, what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
is:
1. Inafence,thecombination with the fenee
wires, of the barbs fixed thereon, said barbs
comprising the head and body portions and
necks connecting the same,said body portion
being formed with serrated edges and stand-
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ing at right angles to said fence wires, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose deseribed.

9. Inafence,thecombination with the fence
wires of the posts, and the barbs compriging
a rectangular head portion a heart-shaped
body portion having serrated edgesand stand-
ing at right angles to said head portion and
a neck portion around which the wires are
twisted to secure said barb in position, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

3. In an improved form of fencing, the barb
having a head ¢, neck c? the heart-shaped
body portion ¢* the latter having serrated
edgesc!,and the downwardly projecting points
&, substantially as deseribed. '

In testimony whereof T affix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses.

ARNOLD DELFES.
Witnesses:
E. T. MALLARD,
Jo. . BRANTLEY.
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