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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLiaM T. TIMMER-
MAN, & citizen of the United States, residing
at New York,in the county and State of New
York,have invented newand useful Improve-

ments in Fasteners for Shoes, of which the

following is a specification.

This mventmn relates to an improved fas-
tener for shoes, the peculiar and novel con-
struction of which is pointed out in the fol-
lowing specification and claim and illustrated
in the accompanying drawings in which

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a
shoe provided with my fastener. Fig.2isa
face view of the upper end of the fastener on
3 larger scale than the previous figure. Fig.
3 is a face view of a double eyed loop which
forms pait of my fastener.

In the drawings the letter A designates a
shoe which may be of the usual or any de-
sired constructionand thelacingflaps of which
are provided for a certain distance with lac-
ing hooks a.

Tn my 1mp10vement I employ but a single
shoe lace B which is drawn through the eye-
let holes o’ in the shoe and prevented from
slipping through the first one of these eyelet
holes by a knot formed at its lower end or by
any suitable stop attached to said end. The
upper end of-the shoelace Bisdrawn through
the eye ¢ of a double eyed endless loop Cand
after the shoe lace has been carried back and
forth over the lacing hooks ¢ and drawn up
tight the double eyed loop C is adjusted on
the shoe lace and secured to the samein such
a position that when its eye ¢’ is made to en-
gagethe last lacing hook, the shoe lace will re-
tain the shoe firmly on the foot. In order to
adjust the double eyed loop Cin the required
position on the shoe lace I draw the latter
through the eye ¢ and secure it in position by
forming a suitable knot.

By referring to Fig. 3 of the drawings it
will be seen that the loop C is formed with a
round eye ¢, a closed oblong eye ¢’ in the form
of a prolate ellipse, and contacting shoulders
¢* at the junection of the two eyes. The ob-
long eye is so proportioned that it cannot be
made to engage a lacing hook of the size gen-
erally used for shoes except by turning into
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an oblique position and that it cannot be-
come disengaged from said hook except by
turning it to an oblique position whiech it can-
not assume as long as it bears flat upon the
shoe and sinee it Swill do so as long as the
shoe lace is exposed to a strain, the loop is
not liable to become dlsengao"ed when the
shoe lace is in the position shown in Fig. 1.
Further More by forming the loop Cwith 13w0
eyes ¢ ¢/, and shoulders (,2 the operation of ad-
justing the loop on the shoe lace and of se-
curing the shoe lace in the loop without dis-
turbmfr the position of said loop is materially
facilitated. 'To effect these purposes the free
énd b of the shoelace is passed through the eye
¢ from the bottom up, the loop C is adJusted
in the required position in relation to the last
lacing hook, the eye ¢ is firmly pressed upon
the strand 02 of the shoe lage and then the
free end is carried down undertheeye ¢’, then
passed over the eye ¢ and under the strand
U’ (Fig. 2) while the eye ¢ is firmly retained
on the strand b® until the end b’ has been
drawn out so as to complete the knot shown
in Fig. 2.

When the lace of a boot orshoe istied there
is considerable strain at the top portion of
the ankle and therefore it is essential with
any fastening device employed that the fas-
tener should possess the requisite strength to
resist excessive strain. Thisis. accomphshed
in a very simple and economical manner by
constructing the fastener of an endless loop,
which loop is readily made from a strip of
wire of suitable thickness properly bent into
shape and having its ends welded or simi-
larly secured together in a permanent man-
ner. By this particular construetion the loop
cannot separate at any point and therefore
the fastener can be of wire of very small di-
ameter compared with a fastener wherein the
ends of the wire are disconnected, or the ends
of the wire are bent into eyes to engage the
lace.

‘What I claim as new and degire to secure
by Letters Patent is:

A shoe-lace fastener, consisting.of an end-
less wire loop C having the closed oblong eye
¢’ in the form of a prolate ellipse, the closed
eye ¢ and formed integral with a pair of shoul-
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ders c?located between the two eyes and bear- | my hand in the presence of two subscribing
ing in close contact against each other, the | witnesses.
oblonw eye serving to engage one of the lac-

ing hooks of a boot or shoe and the other WILLIAM T. TIMMERMAN'
5 eye to engage the shoe-lace, substantially as Witnesses:
deserlbed ] ‘Wu. C. HAUFF,
In testimony whereof T have hereunto set E. F. KASTENHUBER.
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