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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANTON PSOTA, a citizen .

of the United States, residing at West Point,
in the countyof CamingandState of Nebraska,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Wagon-Loading Devices; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates todevices for loading
and unloading vehicles, and particularly to
devices for assisting in the loading and un-
loading of boxes, barrels, trunks,and the like,
whereby one man is enabled without other
assistance to load into a wagon or other ve-
hicle to which my loading device is applied,
or to unload from said wagon, articles such
as those named. And my invention consists
in the novel meansemployed forloading boxes
and the like into wagons or other vehicles, as
will be more fully hereinafter described.

The objects of my invention are: first, to
provide a device by the aid of which one man,
without other assistance, and without exer-
tion may load into a wagon or other vehicle
boxes, barrels, bales, trunks, and other ar-
ticles of a similar nature; second, to make
this device strong, simple, cheap, and not
liable to get out of order; third, to provide
means for securing this device out of the way
under the wagon when it is not desired to use
it, but in such a manner that it may be made
available for use instantly when desired.
These objects are attained in the device here-
in described and illustrated in the drawings
which accompany and form a part of this ap-
plication, in which the same reference letters
indicate the same or corresponding parts,and
in which:~

Figure 1 is a longitudinal sectional eleva-
tion of a wagon towhich my loading device is
attached, and shows a trunk placed upon this
loading device, in position to be loaded into
the wagon. Fig. 2 is a sectional elevation of
the rear portion of the wagon, showing this
loading device in operation, the trunk having
been raised about half way. Fig. 3 isan end
view of the wagon, and shows the trunk raised
into position to be pushed forward into the
wagon body.

In the drawings, A is the body of the wagon,
to the rear end of which is pivoted the frame
B, which forms the main portion of the load-
ing device. To the frame B is pivoted the
strut or post C, which is provided at its free
end with a metal prong or point D adapted
to eatch in the ground and prevent the post
from moving forward withthe wagon, when the
latteris driven forward, as hereinafter stated.
To the end of the frame B is secured the plate
or tail piece E, which supports the box while
it is being loaded into the wagon, and pre-
vents it from sliding off from the loading de-
vice. The frame B carries two rollers, F, F,
and the box rests upon these rollers when the
frame B is in the horizontal position, the roll-
ers thus making it easy to move the box into
the wagon.

‘When the loading device is not in use it is
swung up under the body of the wagon by
means of a chain G shown in Figs. 1 and 2,
and in this position it is entirely out of the
way, and does not interfere in the least with
the movement of the wagon. By releasing
the chain G,however, the loading device may
be instantly brought into use.

In using my loading device, the wagon is
backed up close to the box or other article to
be loaded into it. The chain (; is then re-
leased, allowing the frame B and post C to
drop downward into position, the prong D be-
ing foreed into the ground by the weight of
the post C. This position of the loading de-
vice is shown in Fig. 1. The article to be
loaded is then moved forward against the
frame B, with its end resting on the tail piece
E. A chain or rope is then carried around
the box, as shown, and fastened, thus pre-
venting the box from falling off. The wagon
is now driven forward through a distance of
about a yard. Inasmuch as the point D is
embedded in the ground, the post C cannot
move forward with the wagon, and the frame
B is thus eaused to swing upward about its
pivot, into the horizontal position shown in
Fig. 8. The box is then pushed forward over

the rollers I F into the wagon. By backing
the wagon again, the frame Bis again brought
into the vertical position, ready to load an-
other box into the wagon.

It will be noted that the point D offers no
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resistance to the continued backing of the
wagon, so that after the frame B is in the
vertical position the wagon may be backed as
far as desired without hinderance from the
loading device. This is a great convenience
where many separate articles are to be placed
in the wagon.

By reversing the operation just described,
the loading device may be used for unload-
ing the wagon. The frame B being in the
horizontal position, the box is moved back-
ward until it rests upon the frame B. The
wagon is then backed, and as it backs the
frame B swings downward, carrying with it
the box, untilits end rests against the ground.
The box may then be pushed off from the tail
piece E.

Thepoint or prong D catches readily in dirt.

roads; or in roads paved with cobble stones.
‘Where the loading device is to be used on
smooth pavements, such as asphalt, I may
substitute for the point D a cushion of rub-
ber; leather, or other similar substance.

Having thus described my invention, what
I elaim is—

1. In a wagon loading device, the combina-
tion; with the frame B hinged to the rear end
of the wagon and adapted to receive boxes,
barrels; and the like, and means for holding
said boxes or barrels in place during the load-
ing operation, of the strut or post C hinged to
said frame B and provided with means for
causing the end of said post to catch on the
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ground when the wagon moves forward, and
means for securing said frame B and post C
under the body of the wagor when not in use,
substantially as described.

2. In a wagon loading device, the combina-
tion, with the frame B hinged to the rear end
of the wagon and adapted to receive boxes,
barrels, and the like, and the projecting tail
piece E secured thereto, of the strut or post
C hinged to said frame B and provided with
the point or prong D, and means for securing
the frame B and post C under the body of the
wagon when not in use, substantially as de-
seribed.

3. In a wagon loading device, the combina-
tion, with the frame B hinged to the rear end
of the wagon and adapted to receive boxes,
barrels, and the like; and the projecting tail

‘piece K and roller ¥ secured thereto, of the

strut or post C hinged to said frame B and
provided with means for causing the end of
said post to catch on the ground when the
wagon moves forward, and means for secur-
ing the said frame B and post C under the
body of the wagon when not in use, substan-
tially as described. _

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

ANTON PSOTA.
Witnesses:

EpwARD K. VALENTINE,
FREDERICK SONNENSCHEIN.
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