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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

EGISTO FABBRIN], OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 494,198, dated March 28, 1893,
Application filed Jannary 16,1892, Renewed Fehruary 26,1893 Serial No. 463,763, (No modal)

To all whom it may concern: ,

New York, in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented certain new
and useful Apparatus for Cleaning Malaga
Grapes, &¢.,of which the following is a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to means for cleaning
Malaga grapes, though also adapted for clean-
ing other grapes and for screening nuts of
various kinds. _

The object of the invention is to devise an
apparatus for the purpose in question, where-
by the work may be done better and more
economically than it is now performed.

My invention is illustrated in the accompa-
nying drawings and deseribed hereinafter,
and the features of novelty for which protec-
tion by Letters-Patent is desired are set forth
in the claims at the end hereof. o

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in per-
spective of a structure embodying myinven-
tion showing the lid of the inclosure thrown
back and the front door open, with the sev-
eral parts in position ready for use, and Fig.
2 is a central longitudinal sectional view
through the apparatus showing the front door
thereof closed. '

The same letters indicate corresponding
parts in both views.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
receptacle of the desired dimensions which
for convenience for moving the same is mount-
ed upon rollers a. The receptacle A is pro-
vided with a 1id B comprising something more
than one half of the top surface of said re-
ceptacle, and hinged at b in such manner that
when thrown back it will rest flat on the rear
portion of the top of the receptacle. On the
inside surface of 1id B there is secured a bar-
rel rest comprising two concaved ecleats ¢
adapted to receive and hold in proper rela-
tion to the uncovered portion of the top of
the receptacle, within which is arranged the
screen, a barrel of grapes or the like to be
cleaned.

The front of receptacle A is provided with
a door C having suitable latching means ap-
plied thereto, and also above said door with
ahinged front D, for the purpose hereinafter

| stated. The hinges d of the front D are ap-
Be it known that I, EcisTo FABBRING, a citi- |
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plied to the cross-piece e so that said front-

-piece D is adapted to swing outward from the

top.

I%’Vithin receptacle A, immediately below
that part of the top adapted to be covered by
the lid B, there is arranged a stationary hop-
per E of tin, zine or the like, and above said
hopper there is arranged a screen G. This
screen is adapted to be reciprocated longitudi-
nally over the hopper when the front-piece D
of the receptacle is swung outward, as indi-
cated in the drawings. Sereen G is prevented
from upward or vertical movementby the over
lapping edges ¢ of the longitudinal top mold-
ings & of the receptacle A, the said over lap-
ping edges and the top surface of the hopper
frame furnishing guides for the screen G.
When the sereen G is pushed clear back into
the receptacle its front edge is substantially
flush with the front edge of the hopper frame,
which latter sits slightly back from the front
of receptacle A, thus permitting the front-
piece D, when closed,to fit snugly under the
lid B, and present an appearance flush with
the rest of the front of the receptacle. The
front of screen G is open as shown in Fig. 1,
and may be provided with a bar ¢ by which
it may be conveniently reciprocated. The
hinged front-piece D is held at the proper in-
clination when opened by means of the chains
k as indicated, and the inner surface of said
front-piece at its bottom is provided with a
metallic plate [, having its ends bent up,
whereby the grapes or the like dropped into
the opening provided by said open front-piece
are directed intothe receptacle beneath. The
receptacle A may be made large enough to
contain, besides the barrel H for receiving the
sawdust from which the grapes have been
freed, a narrow box J filling the space be-
tween the barrel X and the front door C when
the latter is closed, and an extra barrel H’.
The box J is for the purpose of receiving the
decayed or discarded grapes that are sepa-
rated from the bunches during the process of
cleaning the same. The screen (i is open at
its front in order to facilitate the removal of
the decayed fruit from the screen into the
box J, through the opening provided by the
suspended front-piece D.
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In using my invention, the barrel of grapes
or the like is placed in the position shown,
on the cleats ¢ on the inner surface of thelid
B,and a sufficient quantity of the contentsis
shaken into the screen G and the latter is
then reciprocated so as to separate the saw-
dust from the bunches of grapes, the sawdust
passing through the hopper E into the barrel
H below thesame. During thescreening pro-
cess the decayed grapes are brushed by the
attendant throughthe open frontof the screen
into the opening formed by the suspended
front-piece D, and drop into the box J within
the receptacle A. The perfect bunches of
grapes as fast as the screening is effected are
removed by hand from the screen.

By the use of my invention I am enabled
to clean a barrel of Malaga grapes much more
satisfactorily and in a much shorter space of
time than is possible by the mode of cleaning
entirely by hand as heretofore practiced. I
refer to Malaga grapes for the reason that my
invention was designed particularly for clean-
ing such grapes, but it is obvious that it is
adapted for cleaning other kinds of grapes,
as well as nuts.

Malaga grapes are always imported packed
in sawdust, and it is found necessary to thor-
oughly overhaul the contents of the-barrels
50 as to remove any decaying portions from
the bunches to prevent loss that would other-
wise take place. To detect the decayed por-
tions of the bunches it is necessary to com-
pletely remove the sawdust, and this process
has heretofore been slow and laborious, and
where large quantities have been thus treated
necessarily expensive. By my invention I
not only economize time and expense, but am
enabled to do the work much more satisfac-
torily than when done by hand.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new,and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Means for cleaning Malaga grapes &c.,
comprising a suitable receptacle provided
with a lid closing one portion of its top, said
lid adapted to rest when thrown back on the
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rear portion of the top of the receptacle and
having upon its inner surface a barrel rest,
a stationary hopper below the open top of the
receptacle, a movable front-piece opposite the
hopper and a screen resting on the hopper
frame and adapted to be reciprocated, the said
movable front piece permitting of such recip-
rocation substantially as set forth. .

2. Thereceptacle provided in the open por-
tion of its top with a stationary hopper and
at its top with a hinged front-piece having
means for suspending the same in an inclined
open position in combination with a screen
resting over the hopper within the open por-
tion of the top of said receptacle and having
an open front and adapted to be reciprocated,
substantially as set forth.

3. The combination with receptacle A hav-
ing an open top portion provided with a lid
having a barrel rest on its inner surface, and
also having a front door, as C, and a hinged
front-piece above said door,as D,of a hopper
arranged within the open top portion of the
receptacle, a screen adapted to reciprocate
within said open top portion above the hop-
per, a receptacle for receiving thescreenings
from the hopper and a second receptacle ar-
ranged between the last mentioned receptacle
and the front door C, immediately below the
opening provided by the hinged front-piece
D, substantially as set forth. A

4. Thecombination with the receptacle pro-
vided at its top with a movable front-piece
adapted .to be fixed in an inelined position
and to serve as a guideway as explained, of
the hopper, the receptacle beneath the same
for receiving the sereenings, the reciprocating
sereen above the hopper having an open front
and receptacle J, substantially as set forth.

Signed at New York, in the county of New
York and State of New York, this 30th day of
December, A. D. 1891.

EGISTO FABBRINIL

Witnesses:
J. E. M. BOWEN,
‘WM. C. BEHRENS.
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