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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD F. SHELLA-
BERGER, of De Kalb, Illinois, have invented
certain new and useful Improvementsin Wire

- Fences, of which the following is a specifica-

tion. -

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in a wire fence composed of a plarality
of parallel cables or strands connected trans-
versely to the cables by stay wires composed
of aplurality of wires twisted together to form
cable pickets. In fences of this character it
is desirable to so connect the stay or tie wires,
or pickets as they may be termed, with the
cable strands as to maintain the parallelism
of the latter at all times. This is important
in order to prevent the separation of the ca-
ble strands in stretching and to preventtheir

separation by the attempt of animals to es-’

cape between them. It is also desirable to so
connect the tie or stay wires with the cable
strands as to permit a slight angular adjust-
ment of the former with relation to the latter

whenstretching thefence over uneven ground.

My present improvement attains these desir-
able endsin a smiple and economical manner.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
shows portions of two strand wires stayed and
connected transversely by means of a eabled
picket. Fig. 2 shows one cable strand with
two stay pickets applied thereto, the wire of

‘which one of the pickets is formed being car-

ried along the cable strand asuitable distance
and there deflected to form a second picket.
Fig. 8 shows the preferred form of connecting

the picket with the top cable strand. Fig. 4 |

shows an alternative construction.
shows a panel of fence erected.

In carrying out my invention I form the
fence of any desired width by the employment
of a series of parallel eable Strands A, the in-
dividual wires of one of the strands being
marked b, c. At suitable intervals I connect
the parallel cable strands by means of a se-
ries of transverse pickets, stays or ties, each
composed of a plurality of strandsd,e. "Each

Fig. 5

picket or stay is interlocked with the several -

cables in the following manner: The strands
of the cable are-go twisted as to embrace one
of the strands of the picket or stay, and the
two strands of the picket or stay are also

twisted so as to embrace one of the strands of.

the cable. This maybe doneinseveral ways.
As shown in Fig.1,the lowerend of the picket
terminates a short distance below the lower
cable strand, and the picket in this instance
is formed by twisting its wires d, e together
at a point intermediate the adjacent cable
strands, as shown at /. It will be understood
that the same method of twisting may be em-
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ployed between each pair of cablestrands, the .

portions of the picket on each side of the
twisting point being twisted in reverse direc-
tions. Instead of this construction however,
a eontinuous twist may be employed.

In Fig. 2 two adjacent pickets or stays are
shown as formed from the same continunous
wire, an end of the wire being shown as en-
gaged with the body of the picket, at g, while
a portion of the same wire, marked %, is car-
ried parallel to the cable strand to the point
where the next picketis formed and is thence
carried transversely of the cables, and after
the formation of that picket the leading end
of the wire is continued to the nextand so on.
In this way the series of pickets are formed
from a single wire. - ' . :

The preferred construction, however, is
shown in Fig. 3, in which construction a wire
is doubled upon itself so as toform a picket of
suitable length to extend transversely across
the series of cables; and before its strands are
intertwisted one of the eable strands is laid
into the loop ¢, while the fellow strand is
twisted so as.to embrace one of the
strands as before mentioned.

picket-
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Referring again to Fig. 1, it will be seen

that this manner of connecting the pickets

-with the cable strands permits of a slight turn-

ing of the picket and cable with reference to
each other, while the points of connection be-
tween anyone picket and twoadjacent strands
are preserved a uniform distance apart. In
other words, the cables cannot move up and
down on the pickets and the pickets cannot
move or slide lengthwise of the cables. The
interlocking is, therefore, positive with re-
spect to such movements, while it is flexible
to the necessary extent to permit the fence to
be stretched up over uneven ground. The
interlocking prevents any sagging or drawing
of the cable strands intermediate the pickets,
and also prevents the separation of the cable
strands by animals, such as swine, whose habit
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is to attempt to force their way between ad-
joining cable strands.

I am aware that wire field fences have been
made in which a plarality of strand wires,
suitably braced by transverse stay wires, has
been used, and that in some instances these
stays were composed of a plurality of wires.
I'am also aware that such fences have been
constructed having a single stay wire pro-
vided with hooks, loops or bends to engage
the eable loosely, so as to permit stretching up
without buekling or bending of the stay wires.

The advantage of the present construction
is in the simplicity of the manufacture and
in the additional security of the connection
whereby separation of the parts in use is im-
possible.

Without limiting my invention to the pre-
cise details of construction, I claim—

1. A wire fence composed of a series of ca-
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ble strands and a series of stays or pickets,
each composed of a plurality of wires, the
strands of the cable embracing one of the
strands of the picket and the strands of the
picket embracing one of the strands of the
cable, substantially as described.

2. A wire fence composed of a plurality of
cables and a plurality of transverse pickets or
stays, said cables and said stays each being
composed of a plurality of wires and the
strands of each cable embracing one of the
strands of the picket and the strands of the
picket embracing one of the strands of each
of the cables at its point of crossing thereof,
substantially as described.

EDWARD F. SHELLABERGER.

Witnesses:
W. . WILTBERGER,
E. 8. ITuxT.
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