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To all whom it may concern: .

.]_39 it known that I, GEORGE A. TOWER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Rich-
mond, in the county of Henrico and State

.of Virginia, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Trousers Clasps or
Guards for Bicycle-Riders, of which the fol-
lowmg 1s aspecification, Teference being had
therein to the accompanying drawings, in
which— - :

_Figure 1 is a perspective view of the pre-
ferred form of the device; Fig. 2 a perspec-
tive view, showing the manner of engaging
the hooks in the folds of the trousers-leg and
passing the device around the leg; Fig. 3 a
perspective view showing the device in posi-
tion upon the leg; Fig. 4 a perspective view
of a slightly-modified form of device; Fig. 5
a similar view of a device constructed sub-
stantially the same as the one shown in Fig.

1except that the hooks are provided with

spring-arms toclasp the trousers; Figs. 6 and
7 detail views of sheet-metal blanks adapted
to be bent upon themselves to form hooks.
and clamping arms; Fig. 8 a'detail perspec-.
tive view showing the manner of applying
the form of irook shown in Figs. 6 and 7, and
Fig. 9 a detail view of another form of hook.
The object of this invention, briefly, is to
take the place of the metallic-leg-clasps usu-
ally worn by bicycle-riders to bind the trou-
sers-leg closely to the leg of the wearer and
prevent it being soiled or torn by contact with
the parts of the bicycle. '
. The invention consists essentially of a flat
elastic-band carrying a hook ateach énd, said
hooks being peculiarly constructed to adapt
them to be engaged in the longitudinal folds
of the trousers-leg and the elastic band being
adapted to extend partidlly around the leg
and draw the foldsof thetrousers flat against
the leg, as more fully hereinafter described.
Referring to the drawings by letters, a des-
ignates the elastic-band, which in this form
of device is double or endless, and b the two
hooks carried by the band, one at each end
thereof, each hook being provided with an eye
or loop b’ through which the band passes.

" In this form of device each hook is formed of
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a single piece of wire having one end turned
over upon itself to form the elongated eye b’
and its other, free end bent upwardly. ap-
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proximately parallel with said loop 0’ and at

substantially a right angle to,and in the same

plane, with the flat elastic band, the extremity

of this free arm being extended above or be-
yond the loop b’ and curled over upon itself,
toward the band, to form the knob b”’. In-
stead of forming the inward projection "/ by
curling the end of hook inwardly as shown in
Fig. 1, an equally effectual projection may be

formed by bending or eurving the free end of

the-hook inwardly and curling the extremifty
outwardly as shown in Fig. 9.

The manner of using this device is shown
in Figs. 2 and 3. The trousers-leg is drawn
close about the leg of the wearer, the parts of
the surplus width being brought together;
one of the hooks is then engaged nnder the

‘lower edge of the surplusage and the elastic

band is stretched around the leg far enough
to permit the other hook tobe inserted in the
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fold formed by the surplus widthof the trou- -
sers-leg. In thus applying the device it will -

be seen that the use of two hands is neces-
sary, one hand being required to carry the
elastic-band around the leg and the other be-
ing necessary-to hold the folded part of the
trousers-leg until the free hook is engaged
therewith. Itwill beobserved that thefolded
partof the trousers-leg will be held closely and
neatly to the leg of the wearer without occa-
sioning discomfort to him or injury to cloth
of the trousers. . Forming the free ends of
the hooks at approximately right-angles to
the flat band and substantially in the same
plane therewith enables them to be inserted
up under the folds in the trousers-leg without
twisting the elastie band, and providing the
extremities of the hooks with knobs or pro-
jections notonly prevents the ends from stick-
ing into the trousers, but also prevents the
hooks from becoming accidentally disengaged
from the folds of the trousers.

- In Fig.4 the hooksare stamped out of sheet
metal, which allowsthe folds of the trousers-
leg to lie flatter against the leg of the wearer.
As in this form the eyes b’ are not provided
with inlets for the band, the latter is made
single, its'ends being merely passed through
the eyes and fastened back upon the main
part of the band.

In Fig. 5 the hooks are shown substantially

‘the same as in Fig. 1, except that the end of
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the wire after forming the eye b’ is carried
around and formed into a spring-hook or
clamping-arme, having substantially thesame
shape as the main hook. The object of this
form 1is to enable the device to be worn loose;
the part of the hook provided with the knob
slips into the fold of the trousers as in the
other form of the device, and the other arm
passes outside of the trousers-leg and clamps
the same with sufficient pressure to prevent
the device from slipping down of its own
weight, while of course the strain comes on
the knobbed-hook as usual. Should it bede-
sired to provide the stamped hooks with a
clamping-arm of this nature, the blanks are
cut as shown in Figs. 6 and 7 and the hooks
bent over upon themselveson the dottedline
z~—z, one of the hooks being adapted for in-
sertion withinthe fold of the trousers-leg and
the other for passing on the outside of same
asin Fig. 5.

The blank shown in Fig. 6 is adapted for
use in connection with a single band similar
to that shown in Fig. 4, since the eye b’ is
closed; while the blank shown in Fig. 7 is
adapted for usein connection with an endless
band, the folded end of the band being in-
serted in the eye and a pin d inserted in the
folded end of the band before the hooks of the
blank are bent over upon themselves, said pin
being clamped between the two parts of the
blank.

It will be observed that the device is inex-
pensive in construction, easy of application,
and effectivein holding the trousers-leg neatly
folded, at the same time being itself almost
entirely hidden from view.

The objection to the metallic elagps usually
worn by bieycle-riders is that they extend al-
most entirely around the leg and are there-
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fore exposed practically all around, whereas
the present device extends but partially
around and very little, if any, of the guard
or clasp shows on the outside of the leg. My
device is also more compact, being capable of
folding into a small compass for convenience
in carrying in the pocket when not in use.
~ Having thus fully described my invention,
what I elaim is— v

1. A trousers-leg guard or elasp consisting
of an elastic band carryingastrong, unyield-

ing hook at each end, the free arms of the

hooks lying transversely to the band and ap-
proximately in the same plane therewith and
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being turned in thesamedirection, as and for.53

the purpose herein shown and described. -

2. A trousers leg guard or clasp consisting
of an elastic band carrying an unyielding
hook at each end, the free arm of each hook
being provided with a projection toengage in
the fold of the trousers and both hooks lying
approximately transversely to the band and
turned in the same direction, substantially as
and for the purposes deseribed.

3. A trousers-leg clasp consisting of an elas-
tie band carrying a hook at each end, the free
arms of the hooks lying approximately trans-
versely to the band and turned in the same
direction, each hook carrying a spring-arm
adapted to clasp the trousers leg, and said
spring-arms lying close to the main hooks
and having substantially the same shape as
said hooks, substantially as described,

Intestimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

GEO. A. TOWER.

Witnesses:
G. R. TABB,
T. T. HARRIS.
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