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To all whom it Mmay concern,

Be it known that I, CHARLES E. FRANCIS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cin-
cinnati, in the-county of Hamilton and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Tmprovemeiits in Veneer-Presses; and I
do declare the following tobe a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as

will enable others skilled in the art to which.

it appertains to makeand use the same, refer-

‘ence being -had to the accompanying draw-

ings, and to the figures of
thereon, which form g
tion. v

The subject of this invention relates to de-
vices used for the purpose of pressing veneer-
Ing and preventing it from warping out of
shape while going through the drying-pro-
cess.  As a press the deviee may of course
be used on other objects in a similar manner.,

The novelty of this invention resides in the
combination of a number of screws or press-
ure-exerting devices with a base and top com-
mon to all, the combination being such as to

reference marked
part of this specifica-

permit a longitudinal as well as lateral ad-

justment of the former devices on their sup-

~ ports, to suit the size and position of the ob-
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Jjects to be pressed.

Other novel features consist of the details
of the general construction of the parts, as
will appear more fully hereinafter.

The invention is fully desecribed in the fol-

“lowing specification and pointed out in the
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‘claims thereof, as well as illustrated in the

accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1,is a side-elevation of such a press,
parts of it being shown in section. Fig. 2, is
a top-view of the same. Tig. 3, is a cross-sec-
tion of the upper part of it and Fig. 4,is a
side-view of one of the pressure-exerting de-
vices detached and when used individually.

7,1s the base and 8, the top of the press, the

two secured-to each other by tie-rods or up-

rights 9. Base and top consist substan-
tially of rectangular frames of cast-iron, hayv-

-ing their longer sides curved as shown .and

strengthened by wrought-iron tie-rods 10,

" whieh stretch over said curved sides and are
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drawn tight by nuts 11, at their ends where
thgy project beyond theframes. Base-frame
7,1s closed on its uppersurface or side, to pro-
vide a floor for the support of the objects to

be pressed, while top-frame 8, two braces 12,
-excepted, is open between its sides, to afford
space forthe reception and adjustment of the
pressure - exerting devices. Braces ‘12, are
curved on their upper edges and in coennec-
tion with tie-rods 13, which stretch over them,
form additional means to strengthen and
brace thetop cross-ways.  Similar braces and
tie-rods are provided in the base-frame. The

inner, under edges of the longer sides of top-

8, are provided with rabbets 14, which in com-
bination with strips 15, bolted against the un-
der-surface of said sides, form supports and
ways on which a suitable number of the
pressure - exerting devices adjustably rest.
Theselatter consist substantially of open rect-

‘angular frames 16, provided with flanges 17,

at their ends, which latter fit into the ways
formed by strips15,and the rabbets 14, of the
longer sides of top 8. These frames are
strengthened by braces or ribs 18, and by tie-
rods 19, which streteh over the longer, up-
wardly-curved sides of said frames and are
drawn tight by nuts 20, secured at their ends
where they project beyond the ends of frames
16. These braces 18, are of greatimportance
as they prevent thelonger sides of frames16,
from twisting or collapsing sidewise, to which
they have a tendency, inducad by the press-
ure and strain of tie-rods 19, against their up-
per edges. The under-surfaces of the longer
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sides of these frames 16, are rabbeted at 21, .

and provided with strips 22, which together
form'ways for the adjustment and support of
flanges 23, of nuts 24.- These nuts of which
there are preferably two to each one of the
frames 16, are provided with screws 25, which
latter haveshoes 26, at their lower ends where
they come in contact with the objects to be
pressed and at their upper ends they are
square to enable them to receive the socket
of a suitable implement 27, by which they are
operated. Aswill be observed, screws 25, may
be adjusted longitudinally as well as later-
ally, to suit the length and width or position
of the objects (veneering), to be pressed.
- To prevent base and top from spreading
‘when under pressure, additional tie-rods or
uprights 28, are provided which connect the
two formerabout midway between their ends.
For convenience of access, while the press
is being filled, one of these uprights may be
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removed, which is accomplished by having
the holes in top and base through which it
passes, open at their sides, so as to form
grooves or notches 29, through whic¢h said up-
right may be readily removed sidewise, as
soon as one of nuts 30, at either one of its
ends is sufficiently loosened.

Having deseribed my invention, I'claim as
new— '

1. In a press for the purpose described, the
combination with abaseand top, of a number
of pressure-exerting devices supported onthe
latter in & manner to be longitudinally and
trangversely adjustable thereon and means to
connect base and top, all as substantially
shown and described.

2. In a press for the purpose described, the
combination with a base and top, the latter
provided with rabbets 14, and strips 15, of
frames 16 having flanges 17, by which they
are supported in the ways or grooves formed
by rabbets 14, and strips 15, flanged nuts ad-
justably supported in ways on frames 16,
screws carried by these nuts and means to
connect base and top, all as substantially
gshown and deseribed.

3. In a press for the purpose deseribed, the
combination with the top thereof, of frames
16, adjustably supported on the latter, nuts

adjustably supported on frames 16, and screws
25, engaging with said nuts, all as substan-
tially shown and deseribed.

4.'In a press for the purpose deseribed, the
combination with the top thereof, of frames
16, adjustably supported thereon,rabbets 21,
and strips 22, provided at the under-surface
of the long sides of frames 16, nuts adj ustably

| supported in the ways formed by said rabbets

and strips, and screws 25, engaging with said
nuts, all as substantially shown and de-
scribed.

5. In a préss for the purpose described, the
combination of the top thereof having ways
formed by rabbets 14, and strips 15, frames
16, having flanges 17, by which they are sup-
ported in said ways, and further prov@ed
with ways formed by rabbets 21, and strips
92, nuts 24, having flanges 23, by which they
are supported in the ways of frames 16, and
serews 25, engaging with nuts 24, all as sub-
stantially shown and deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES E. FRANCIS.

Witnesses:
CHAS. V. HAIGHT,
CHAS. SPENGEL.
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