(No Model.)

P. A. LEYNER.
WIRE FENCE TIGHTENER,

No. 526,718, ‘Patented Oot. 2, 1894.

PETE s s Qg Loler i
e T2 4




1o

15

20

25
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WIRE-FENCE TIGHTENER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 526,718,
Application fled May 14, 1894,

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it knownthat I, PETER ANTON LEYNER,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Canfield, in the county of Boulder
and State of Colorado, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Wire-Fence
Tighteners; and I do declare the following to
bea full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
devices for tightening wire fences and for
withdrawing the wire holding staples from the
fence posts, and the objects of my invention
are, first; to provide a simple and effective
device capable of instant application to any
part of a barbed wire fence; second, to pro-
vide means for quickly loosening and with-
drawing the staples. I attaintheseobjects by

the mechanism illustrated and deseribed in

the accompanying drawings and specifica-
tion, in which—
Figure 1 presents a side elevation of my

“fence tightener. TFig. 2 presents a plan view
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of the same. Fig. 3 presents a perspective
view showing a barbed wire fence, and the ap-
plication to it of the tightener in several po-
sitions.

Similar letters of reference refer to similar '

parts throughout the several views.
Referring to Fig. 1, A. represents a round
steel rod preferably about one half inch in di-
ameter. On one end I forma tapering, curved
hook B. This hook is disposed so that when
the point enters the wire holding staple C. the
rod will stand ata convenient angle from the
post so that the hand will not interfere with
the barbed wires while holding it. A few
blows of a small hammer are necessary to force
the curved point under the staple. Then if
the rod is swung around as shown by the ar-
row, the curved end will fulerum against the
post, forcing the staples out. This hook is
bent at right angles to the body of the rod,so
that it will stand in a horizontal plane when
the rod is first placed on the wire, which per-
mits its inner curve to form an abutment for
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| that side ofkthe’ hand intermediate of the wrist

and the little finger. The other end of the rod
is also tapered to a point and is curved and
bent in the several ways shown which permits
the tapered end, when the rod restson the wire
as at E., to passaround and under the wireat
an oblique angle and then upward and for-
ward a short distance by the wire, the wire
passing under the body of the rod and over
the obliquely bent portion F. and by the side
of the upwardly extending end.

To take the slack out of the wire fence I
take the rod in one hand allow the end of the
rod to rest on the wire and raise the outer end
until the point G. will pass under the wire;
then I carry down the outer end B. until the
rod rests on the wire as shown at E.  Thenif
therod is swung around in the direction of the
arrow about two thirdsof asemi-circle, a loop
will be formed by the end of the rod similar to
H. This loop is sufficient, butif itis desired
to give the loop a twist, I withdraw the rod to
nearthepoint asatI, and giveone more stroke
to close the loop similar to J., which is all that
is ever necessary, as it will not pull or stretch
out. Many of the devices in use for this pur-
pose are complicated and expensive and re-

quire to be secured either to the posts or to the

wires, which requires time and necessarily
makes the tightening of a wire fence tedious;
but with. this implement several miles of
fence may be tightened in a day. The hook
is admirably adapted to loosen the staples,
which is often necessary to equalize the ten-
sion between posts, or to entirely withdraw
the staples from them. Several loops can be
made between posts but generally only one is
required. Itisasimple tightening device, ef-
ficient, inexpensive and makes a small and
neat loop.

Having deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— ‘

1. A device for tightening barb wire fences

comprising a manually operated rod having a

tapering curved hook on one end adapted to
loosen the wire holding staples in the posts
and an opposite tapering end curved and an-
gularly disposed to rest on said wires and to
pass spirally over and under and upward by
the said wires, whereby the wires may be over-
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lapped and a loop formed therein, thereby
tightening the said fence wire, substantially
as herein set forth. s

2. A device fortightening wire fences com-
5 prising a rod having a spirally curved end
adapted to spirally surround the wire longi-
tudinally for a short distance, and tapering

from back of the spiral portion through the
spiral to a point, and acurved, tapering hook

bentat right angles to the plane of the spiral, 1o
‘as specified. :

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

PETER ANTON LEYNER.

Witnesses:
J. GEO. LEYNER,
‘W. D, HITCHCOCK.



