‘(No Model.) ‘ '
J. C. MILNES.

| MILK TICKET. |
No. 553,251, Patented Jan. 21, 1896.

Tig L Ty 2

1 Queeﬁﬂfa&ﬂa@
SQ‘\:&.&_Q__%@Z/%;._-". _

P96 (U35, et |

Al = -

"
|
1
|

a7 V.4 ~
Panck waplg}"a'z: amoyn of Cask, oty unused gortion of Ehis
1 recerved, Gnd yigr belos. - @ Zicket is redeemadle irn cadk
- é B 2z at First Aational Bank, on

preseniation,signed bytie

persor ramedore 25 j’o’ce.

Qucey Tiats ey ——I P —
-______XW(.K lets 6/ VA

e
(i

. 2.
[ & Qrearts. | 3 Qrrards | o Quards |

PRP PEPIRE
D




io

I5

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

JOHN C. MILNES, OF CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA.
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SPECIFICATION forining part of Letters Patent No. 553,251, dated January 21, 1896.

Application filed April 16, 1894,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoBN C. MILNES, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Cedar
Rapids, in the county of Linn and State of
Towa, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Milk - Tickets; and I do
hereby declare the following to bea full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains tomake and use the same.

This invention relatés to tickets such as
are issued to the purchasers of commodities
for future delivery, and as herein illustrated
is specially adapted to the use of dairymen
in the delivery of milk to their customers.

The object of the invention is to simplify
the keeping of accounts, and guard against
losses through the carelessness or dishonesty
of employés or customers, as well as to pro-
tectsuch customers againstimposition or mis-
take on the part of the person or persons so
furnishing such commodity. The particular
means whereby this object is attained are
embodied in a ticket of peculiar construe-
tion, which will be hereinafter described and
claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a front or face view of a ticket
embodying my invention and its connected
stub, Tig. 2 is a view of the back thereof.
Fig. 3 isacollective view of the various check-
disks, frontand back, punched from the ticket
in use. .

Similar letlers of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

"In the business of furnishing such com-
modities as milk, bread,coal-oil, or the like itis
difficult and troublesome tokeep an exact ac-
count of whatisdelivered, the particular per-
sons to whom delivered, the credit and cash
items, &ec.,and it is practically impossible to
guard against the carelessness or dishonesty
of the person or persons making the deliver-
ies. Thecommon method isto sellthe patron
a number of tickets for cash or on credit, as
the case may be. As this is generally done

by the employé who delivers the commodity,
the employer is dependent almost entirely
upon his carefulness and honesty as to the
fact of the price having been paid for the
tickets or credit extended, and this uncer-
tainty often leads to disputes between the

-of perforations d.

Serial No, 507,649, (Nomodel.)

| dealerand his customersand tolosses through

surreptitious pilfering. Neither has the
dealer any certain way of determining to what
customers his commodity has been delivered,
since there is nothing about the tickets toin-
dicate from whom they are returned, and the
report of the delivery-man is the only author-
ity the dealer has for making any daily entry
as to his respective customers. It is thus
possible for the delivery-man to cheat or mis-
lead both in selling and delivering, with all
the incidental trouble and loss accompany-
ing thoughtless or unscrupulous service. It
is the purpose of this invention to guard
against all this annoyance by providing a
ticket which acts as a complete check in all
transactions as between the dealer, the de-
livery-man and the customer.,

Referring now to the drawings, A desig-
nates the ticket-stub, on which are printed
the name or other business title of the dealer,
the value of the ticket, with suitable blanks
for the name and address of the customer,
his particalar number, and the date of sale.
This is separated from the ticket C by a line
The tickets and stubs are
preferably, though not necessarily, bound in
suitable books for convenience.

The ticket embraces three general divis-
ions—a cash receipt B, a suitable name and
address blank C, and a series of delivery-
coupons C' C" C" C"", The first named is
preferably placed next to the breaking-line
at the head of the ticket. Itisprovided with
marginal number and cash-spots b b b b, cor-
responding to those in the stub above. These
may be of any desired configuration, circles
being herein shown by way of illustration.
Each circle contains the number of the ticket,
which is the customer’s registered number,
and a given sum—twenty-five cents, for ex-
ample. Theremay be as many or few of these
spots as desired, but the number of them
should correspond with the number of cash-
spots on the stub and the number of coupons
on the ticket. For the sake of illusfration
herein a one-dollar ticket is shown, divided
into four parts of twenty-five cents each. The
receipt-blank should also have a suitable
space {for one or more signatures of the de-
livery-man or person who receives the cash.

The name and address space C contains for
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identification the name or style of the dealer,

with the customer’s name and address writ-
ten therein. .

Below the name-blank are coupons C' C”
¢ ¢, separated by break-lines d' d" d'.
These coupons each represent an amount of
the commodity equal in value to that indi-
cated by each of the cash spots or checks.
Thus, in a milk-ticket, each coupon calls for
five quarts of milk, supposing milk to be re-
tailed at five cents per quart. Each coupon
may have this descriptive matter printed
upon it for the sake of clearness, though so
soon as the ticket and system are understood
thisisnotabsolutelynecessary. Thecoupons
should, however, be divided into spaces rep-
resentative of the integral parts of the whole
coupon. In the case of a milk-ticket this
would be spaces representing a pint of milk
each, or ten of these spaces ¢’ ¢’ to each ticket.
It ig desirable, also, to avoid unnecessary
labor, that the coupons be divided into quart-
spaces ¢ ¢. These may be designated by
marginal words or abbreviations, as indi-
cated, though their value is otherwise deter-
minable, as will be hereinafter explained.
Each one of these spaces should contain the
customer’s number or other symbol or char-
acter whereby he is designated, for the double
purpose of enabling the dealer to check off at
any time the amount of milk already deliv-
ered o him, and to prevent the delivery-man
from substituting spurious checks for those
in the coupons. In practice the quarts and
pints are represented as shown, the quarts
by full circles, the pints by partial-intersect-
ing circles, the printed outline of the pint-
checks being a crescent. These are arranged
in groups of one quart and two pints each, as
shown. ,

The practical operation of the ticket is as
follows: The delivery-man is supposed to sell
the ticket, this being usually the case in the
retailing of milk. - In case a dollar’s worth is
sold and credit given, he simply tears off the
ticket at the line d, writes the purchaser’s
name and address in the stub, the same on
the ticket, hands the purchaser the ticket
and returns the stub to the dealer. The un-
canceled stub indicates the exacttransaction
to the dealer and the ticket shows on its face
to the purchaser that no money passed. In
case the price of the ticket is paid, the deliv-
ery-man or dealer cancels, as by erossing out
with his pencil, the cash-spots @ a « ¢ in the
stub, and with a suitable punch adapted to

- preserve the disk or check punches out the
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cash-spots b b b b in the ticket and signs the
same by initials or otherwise. In case of a
partial payment one or more of the cash-spots
in the ticket are punched out, as the case
may be, and a corresponding number of the
cash-spots in the stub are canceled.

In‘the event of a partial or fractional ticket
being sold, the seller tears off from the ticket
coupons to the value of the unsold portion,

553,251

punching out a corresponding number of

cash-spots in the ticket and correspondingly
cancelling the stub. If cashis paid for such
fmctional ticket all the cash-spots in the
ticket are punched, of course. If eredit is
given, the uncanceled part of the ticket and
stub indicate to both purchaser and seller
the exact condition of the account.

In the delivery of milk the delivery-man
for each quart punches out a full cirele in the
coupon; for each pint, a crescent. In the first
instance the circular punch overlaps the pint-
tickets and cancels them. In the second in-

stance the same punch overlaps the quart-

ticket and cancels it, but does not cancel the
pint ticket or check on the opposite side of
the quart-check. At the next delivery, orat
some subsequent delivery, when a pint is
wanted, this remaining check is punched out.

As I intend to make the punch the subject
of another application for patent I have
deemed it advisable not to illustrate it herein.
In order to a full understanding of this in-
vention, however, it may be said that the
punch should have a receptacle to catech the
checks as punched from the ticket, which re-
ceptacle is to be suitably locked or sealed by
the employer, so as to preventany tampering
with the contents by the employé.

The face of the checks being all suitably
marked there is little difﬁculty in sorting
them as turned in by the delivery-man when
properly ‘“‘faced.” As this would take some
time it is desirable that the backs of the
checks should have a distinguishing-mark,
so that they may be sorted without ‘‘facing.”
A simple device for this purpose is %hown in
Figs. 2 and 3. - Opposite the cash-spots bbb
b, on the back side, the ticket is printed in
solid color, or the like, E E, to distinguish its

- surface from that of the body of the ticket.

Across the middle of the coupons on the back
are printed broad lines F F I F, which leave
corresponding zones across the backs of the
quart-checks, as shown in Fig. 3. Thus the
pint-checks will be white, or the color of the
ticket-paper, the quart-checks banded, and
the cash-checks solid color on the back, mak-
ing it very easy to sort them. Itistobe un-
derstood that this method of distinguishing
the checks on the back is but illustrative,
since the pr 1nelple admits of unlimited modi-
fication.

It is to be understood that it is not neces-
sary for the delivery-man to cancel anything
in the stub, though he may conveniently do
$0 in some cases. The chiecks and coupons
returned by him indicate to the proprietor
the conditions of the transaction, and he may
cancel the stub to correspond with this data.

The signing of the receipt at the head of
the ticket might be dispensed with, since the
punching of it has the same effect, but this
feature is desirable, as it identifies the per-
son who received the cash in each case.
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ets as sold I provide for the redemption at a
designated bank of unused remainders, as
shown in Fig. 2.

It is contemplated that the tickets shall be
printed in series, the numbers running from
one to as high a number as the business may
demand. Instead of numbers, letters or
cabalistic signs may be used to designate the
particular purchasers, though numerals are
preferred in practice. ,

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. A ticket to facilitate the keeping of ac-
counts and the transaction of business, com-
prising -a stub to receive the name and ad-
dress of the customer, and having a marginal
character, and having a series of value spots,
a cash receipt having a name and address
blank and separated from the stub by a break
line, and having a series of value spots each
having a character similar to the aforesaid
marginal character and corresponding in
number with the number of value. spots on
the stub, and a series of coupons separated
from each other by break lines, the number
and the value of the coupons corresponding
with the number and the value of the said
value spots on the stub and the cash receipt,
said coupons being subdivided into unit
spaces of predetermined value, and said unit
spaces being further subdivided by outlined

spaces, representing different values, the.

greater value being in full outline and the
lesser in partial outline and intersecting with
and overlapped by the greater, and each out-
lined space bearing a character correspond-
ing with the marginal character of the stub
and the value spaces of the said cash receipt,
substantially as set forth.

2. A ticket for the purposes specified, com-
prising a stub to receive the name and ad-
dress of the customer, and having a marginal
character, and having a series of value spots,
a cash receipt having a name and address
blank and separated from the stub by a break
line, and having a series of value spots each
bearing a character similar to the marginal
character aforesaid and corresponding in
number with the number of value spots on
the stub, a series of coupons separated from
each other by break lines and corresponding
in number and value with the number and
the value of the said value spots on the stub
and the cash receipt, said coupons being sub-
divided into unit spaces of predetermined
value, and said unit spaces being further sub-
divided by outlined spaces representing dif-
ferent values, the greater value being in full
outline and the lesser in partial outline and in-
tersecting with and overlapped by the greater,
and each outlined space bearing a character
similar to the marginal character of the stub
and the value spaces of the said cash receipt,
and said ticket having on its reverse side or
back identifying matter opposite the value
spots of the cash receipt and. the full out-
lined spaces of the coupons, the identifying
matter of the coupons being different from
that of the cash receipt, whereby the said
spaces when punched from the body of the
ticket can be quickly assorted and assembled
either side up, substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN C. MILNES.

Witnesses:

B. M. SUNDE,
L. M. MARTINEK.
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