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Io all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, ENOS P. CURREY and
ANGUS A. DAVIS, citizens of the United States,
residing at Perry, in the county of Noble and
Territory of Oklahoma, have invented a new
and useful Thill-Support,of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

This invention relates to thill and tongue
supports, and has for its object to provide an
improved device of this character to be nor-
mally carried by a yehicle, so that the tongue
or thill may be elevated upon the coupling
with the vehicle and conveniently engaged

_ With the support to hold the tongue or {hill
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in a substantially -upright position. It is
furthermore designed to mount the device
upon the coupling between the tongue or thill
and the vehicle, so that the device may auto-
matically engage the thill when it is elevated,
and finally to provide for adjusting the de-
vice so as to accommodate the latter to vari-
ous types of tongues and thills.

With these and other objects in view the
present invention consistsin the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully described, shown in the ac-
companying drawings,and particularly point-
ed outintheappended claims, it being under-
stood that changes in the form, proportion,
size, and minor details may be made within
the scope of the claims without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tionillustrating the application and operation
of the present support. Tig. 2 is a rear ele-
vation thereof. Fig. 3isa detail perspective
viewof a thill-support construeted in accord-
ance with the present invention.

Corresponding parts in the several figures
of the drawingsare designated by like charae-
ters of reference.

The present invention is in the form of an
attachment to any common or ordinary thill-
coupling, which latter comprises the usual
substantially U-shaped axle-clip 1, having
the opposite screw-threaded shanks or arms
2 and the opposite bearing-ears 3, which ex-
tend forwardly from the front side of the clip
and are provided with the transversely-alined
eyes orperforations 4 for the reception of the

thill-bolt 5. As illustrated in Fig. 1 of the
drawings, the axle-clip embraces theaxle 6 in
the usual manner and isheld thereto by means
of the plate 7, which is provided with perfo-
rations forthe reception of theshanks orarms
2 and fits snugly against the under side of the
axle. Suitable nuts 8 are applied to the
threaded shanks 2 to bind against the under
side of the plate 7, and thereby hold thelatter
against the axle.

The thill 9 is of any common or preferred
form and is provided with the usual thill-iron
10, the eye of which is received between the
opposite bearing-ears 3, so that the thill-bolt
5 may connect the thill-iron te the axle-clip
in the ordinary manner. It is preferable to
provide a subsfantially U-shaped bracket 11,
which is located adjacent to the lower end of
the thill and upon the rear side thereof, the
opnosite ends of the bracket being held to the
thill by means of the fastenings 12, which also
secure the thill-iron 10 to the opposite or front
side of the thill.

In ecarrying out the present invention the
rear end of the plate 7 is provided with a
pendent arm or extension 13, which is pro-
vided with a vertical series of perforations or
openings 14. Located at opposite sides of
the arm or extension are the opposite clamp-
ing-jaws 15, which are adjustably secured to
the arm by means of a fastening 16, which
passes transversely through the jaws and is
designed to register with any one of the per-
forations 14, so that the jaws may have a ver-
tical adjustment to accommodate the sup-
port to thills of different types. The jaws
flare outwardly and extend a suitable dis-
tance above the upper end of the arm or ex-
tension, the upper free end of each jaw be-
ing bent transversely inward, so as to form
a lateral shoulder 17, and the extremity of
the jaw is then bent outwardly, as indicated
at 18. At the outer side of each jaw 15 there
is provided a leaf-spring 19, having its lower
end secured in place by the single fastening
16, which also secures the jaws, and said
spring extends in longitudinal engagement
toward the upper end of the jaw, so that the
inner ends of the transverse shoulders 17 are
in mutual engagement. Thus it is apparent

that the jaws are yieldingly held in position
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and may be readily separated by any object
forced between the opposite guide-lips 18.

To support thethillin an upright position,
itismerely necessary to elevate the thill upon
its coupling with the vehicle untilthe bracket
11 engages with the opposite guide-lips 18
and forcesthe jawsapart, so thatsaid bracket
may pass below theshoulders 17, after which
the latter will be automatically brought into
contact by the springs 19, and thereby hold
the thill in its upright position. The thill
may be readily released from the support by
moving the former forwardly upon its piv-
otal connection with the vehicle.

As indicated in Fig. 1-of the drawings, it
will be seen that the thill rests upon the up-
per side of the axle, in the upright position of
the thill, so that said axle forms a support
for the thill and the spring-jaws are relieved
of any strain and serve merely to prevent ac-
cidental forward movement of the thill.

‘What is claimed is—

1. The combination with an axle, of an
axle-clip embracing the axle, a thill pivotally
or hingedly connected to the front side of the
clip, and provided with abowed bracket upon
the upper side thereof, a plate connecting the
ends of the clip, an arm pendent from the
rear.end of the elip and in rear of the axle,

and a pair of vertically-adjustable spring-
jaws carried by the pendent arm and extend-
ing above the latter, and to embrace the
bracket on the thill in the elevated position
thereof.

2. The combination with an axle, of an
axle-clip having a plate connecting the oppo-
site ends thereof, a pendent arm at the rear
end of the plate and in rear of the axle, and
also provided with a vertical series of perfo-
rations, a thill pivotally or hingedly connect-
ed to the front side of the clip, and having a
bowed bracket upon the upper side thereof,
and a pair of spring-jawsembracing the pend-
ent arm, and having a removable fastening
for adjustable engagement with the respec-
tive perforations in the arm, said jaws pro-
jecting above the arm and designed to em-
brace the bracket in the elevated position of
the thill.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own we have hereto affixed oursignatures
in the presence of two witnesses.

ENOS P. CURREY.
ANGUS A. DAVIS.

Witnesses:
B. J. BOWLES,
N. S. Davis.
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