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To all whom it may concerw: _

Be it known that I, LEWIS GATES, a cltizen
of the United States, residing at Chillicothe,
in the county of Ross and State of Ohio, have
invented new and useful Improvements in
Clothes-Racks, of which 'the following is a
specification.

My invention relates to folding clothes-
racks; and its objeet is to prov1de an im-
proved construction of the same which will
allow a large quantity of clothes to be hung
thereon and which when not in use can be
folded so as to occupy but little space.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts hereinaf-
ter fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a side elevation of a clothes-rack eonstructed
in accordance with my invention, the same
being shown opened. Fig.2isan end eleva-
tion of the same. Fig. 3is a central vertical
section, Fig. 4 is an end view, the rack be-
ing shown folded.

In the said drawings the reference-numeral
1 designates four legs arranged in pairs at
each end of the rack and forming the supports
thereof. These legs af each end cross each
other and are connected by a longitudinal rod
3, formed at each of the ends with pins or
journals 4, which pass through holes in said
legs and form the pivots of the latter. Said
legs at the upper and lower ends are con-
nected together by longitudinal rods 5 and 6
and arealso provided intermediate their ends
with rods 7 and 8. Pivotally connected with
the legs by means of bars 8 are thelower ends
of bars 9, which are connected together at
the upper endsbybars10. They are also con-
nected intermediate their ends by rods 12 and
at the lower ends by the rods 8 of the legs.
Pivotally connected with said bars 9 and also
to the legs are bars 13, which converge at
their upper ends and are pivotally connected
at said ends by a rod 14. The lower ends of
said bars are connected by rods 15. All of

said rods may be used to hang clothes on, and

all except the central one, which forms the
pivot for the legs, have their ends reduced

and passed through holes in the different bars -

and are secured thereto by washers 17 and
screws 18. ) ,

Pivotally connected with the upper ends of
bars 13 are vertical straps 19, connected to-
gether at the lower ends by arod 20. These
straps are formed intermediate their ends
with holes 21, one above the other, with which
are adapted to be engaged the reduced ends
of the rod 3.

In use the rack is opened; as seen in Figs.
1, 2, and 3, the upper holes in the straps be-
ing engaged by the said ends of rod 3. To
fold the rack; the straps are disengaged from
the rod 3, and the lower ends of the legs and
the bars conneeted with the legs forced in-
wardly, so as to occupy the posﬂnon shown in
Fig.4. The straps will now spring inwardly,
a,nd the lower holes thereof will be engaged
by the ends of the rod 3, whereby the rack
will be held in its folded position.  The rack
may also be provided with hooks 22, if de-
sired, from which to hang articles of clothing.

Havmg thus fully deserlbed my 1nvent10n,
what I claim is—

In a clothes-rack, the combination with the
legs arranged in pairs and crossing each other
and the rod bhaving pivots passing through
said crossed legsand the rods connecting said

legs, of the bars pivoted to the legs, the bars

pivoted thereto and to the legs and conver-
ging at the upper ends and the connecting-
rods, of the elastic straps pivoted to the up-
per ends of said converging bars formed with
holes intermediate their ends and the rod con-
necting the said straps at their lower ends,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-

nesses. _
, LEWIS GATES.
Witnesses:
T. S. HANSON,
Eriyaxm CUTRIGHT, Jr.
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