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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LUTHER C. JAMES,a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Gibson,
in the county of Gibson and State of Tennes-
see, have invented a new and useful Rein-
Support, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

Thisinvention relates to rein-supports, and
has for one object to provide an improved de-
vice which may be conveniently applied to
the back-strap of an ordinary form of har-
ness; so as to prevent the reins from catch-
ing in parts thereof and uunder the tail of the
animal. It is furthermore designed to de-
tachably mount the device, so that it may be
changed from one set of harness to another
and without changing or altering the same.

A further object is to permit of an adjust-
ment of the support longitudinally upon the
back-strap, sothatthe device may be properly
situated upon harness of different sizes, and

also to construct the support so that it will

accommodate itself to the size and shape of
the back of the animal.

With these and other objects in view the

presentinvention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully described, shown in the ac-
companying drawings, and particularly point-
ed out in the appended claims, it being un-
derstood that changes in the form, propor-
tion, size, and minor details may be made
within the scope of the appended claims with-
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing
any of the advantages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view illustrating the application and opera-
tion of the improved rein-support. Fig. 2 is
a detail longitudinal sectional view of a rein-
support constructed in accordance with the
present invention.

Corresponding parts in both figures of the
drawings are designated by like characters of
reference.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
1 designates a leather or other suitably-flexi-
ble strap forming the base of the support,
and secured to the underside of this flexible

base, midway of the opposite ends thereof, is.

a shortf strap 2, having its opposite ends se-
cured to the base by means of stitching 3
and having its intermediate portion bowed

downwardly, so as to form a loop located én-
tirely upon the under side of the base.
Secured to the upper side of the baseé and
located at opposite sides of the loop 2 are
the substantially L-shaped hooks or fingers
4, having their flat attaching-shanks 5 ex-
tending inwardly in opposite directions and
seécured to the base-strap by means of suit-
able rivets 6, the inner of which also pass
through the respective adjacert ends of the
loop-strap 2; so as to form additional fasten-
ings therefor. The upper end of each hook
or finger is bowed inwardly, so as to provide
an overhanging shoulder and to form a suit-
able ornament or finish for the hook. The
exfremities of the base-strap extend a suit-
able distance beyond the respective hooks 4
and are provided with suitable ornamental

buttons 8, which are also designed to form
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weights to hold the ends of the strap in po-

sition.

In the application of the device, as shown
in Fig. 1 of the drawings, the forward end of
the back-strap 9 is unbuckled or disconnected
from the harness-saddle 10, and the free end
of theback-strap is then inserted through the
loop 2 of the support, after which the latter
is moved rearwardly to the desired position
upon the back-strap, and the latter is again
connected to the harness-saddle. After the
support has been properly located a suitable
headed fastening 111is passed through alined
or corresponding perforations 12 in the base-
strap 1, the back - strap 9, and the looped
strap 2, so as to retain the support in its
adjusted position and to prevent accidental
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longitudinal movement upon the back-strap.

Ordinarily the proper position for the device
is against the forward side of the hip-strap
13; but the support may be adjusted for-
wardly, so as to accommodate the device to
the size of the animal.

In view of the flexible nature of the base-
strap and of the location of the hooks or fin-
gers 4 at opposite sides of the intermediate
loop 2 the weight of such hooks or fingers
causes the base-strap tolie flat upon the back
of theanimal, and thereby accommodate itself
to the shape and size of the horse. Moreover,
the weight-buttons 8 also hold the extremi-
ties of the base-strap flat against the hack of
the animal.
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Inthe eventof a harnesshavinga front hip-
strap 14, as well as the rear strap 13, said
front hip-strap is disconnected, so as to per-
mit of the support being moved to a position
between the two hip-straps, and the forward
strap is then connected to the breeching 15,
asusual. 'When the support is thus situated
between front and rear hip-straps, the de-
tachable fastening 11 may be omitted, as the
opposite hip-straps form stops which prevent
accidental displacement of the support longi-
tudinallyin opposite directionsupon the back-
strap. The reins 16 are adapted to be lo-
cated between the opposite hooks or fingers
4, which latier prevent lateral separation of
the reins, and thereby also prevent the reing
from dropping at opposite sides of the horse
and catehing in parts of the harness or be-
neath the tail of the animal.- Moreover, the
reins are normally in engagement with the
inner sides of the respective hooks or fingers
4 and the overhanging shoulders 7 prevent
accidental upward displacement of the reins.

From theforegoing description it will be ap-
parent that the present device provides an ex-
ceedingly simple and effective rein-support
which adds butlittle to the weight of the har-
ness and may be conveniently applied to and
removed from any common or ordinary form
of harness without altering or changing the
latter.

~'What is claimed is—

1. The combination with the back-strap of
a harness, of a rein-support, earrying a loop
slidably receiving the back-strap, and a de-

tachable fastening passing through the loop

and the back-strap.
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2. A rein-support, comprising a flexible
base, a strap having its opposite ends con-
nected to the base and forming therewith an
intermediate attaching-loop for the reception
of the back-strap of a harness, and rein-en-
gaging devices located at oppositesidesof the
attachmm]oop

3. Arein-support, eompusmgabasefomled
from a flexible strap of leather or like mate-
rial, an intermediate looped strap secured to
the under side of the flexible base and inter-
mediate of the opposite ends thereof, a de-
tachable fastening passing through the base-
strap and the looped strap, and rein-engaging
hooks or fingers secured to the upper side of
the base-strap and loecated at opposite sides
of the looped strap.

4. A rein-support, comprising a flexible
base, opposite rein-engaging devices, each of
which has a lateral inwardly—direeted attach-
ing-shank applied to the upper side of the
base, and a flexible strap applied to the un-
der side of the base and between the rein-en-
gaging devices, and the opposite ends of the
strap overlapping the respective ends of the
shanks, and fastenings passing through the
base and the adjacent end portions of the re-
spective shanks and the strap, the interme-
diate portion of the strap forming a loop with
the base. ]

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in-

the presence of two witnesses.
LUTHER C. JAMES.
Wilnesses:
A. R. Dopsoxn,
F. H. MCGRANNON.
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