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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, FRANK J. BECKER, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Hamilton, in the county of Butler and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Fans, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to fan attachments for
rocking-chairs, and has for its object to pro-
vide simple, inexpensive, and efficient means
whereby the rocking movements of the chair
may be utilized to automatically actuate the
fan.

Figure 1is an elevation of a chair equipped
with my improved fan attachment. Fig. 2 is
a side elevation of the lower portion of the de-

vice, showing the preferred method of attach-
Fig. 8 is an elevation,

ment to the chair,
partly insection, of the actuating mechanism.
Fig. 4 is a sectional elevation of the fan-hold-
ing means or clamp. Tigs. 5 and 6 are detail
views illustrating the preferred construction
of the attaching-clamp, and Fig. 7 is a plan
view of the lower bearing-bracket for the
shaft.

In the drawings, 8 represents the standard,
provided near its lower end with a series of
bolt-holes 9. The upper end of the bracket
is bent outward slightly to clear the seat and

arm of the chair, and its extremity is bent

abruptly outward to form a bearing 11 for the
shaft 12, journaled therein. "

13 represents a head attached to or formed
integral with the shaft 12, said head being
recessed, as at 14, to receive the lower por-
tion of the eye of an eyebolt 15 of a size adapt-
ed to embrace the handle 17 of an ordinary
fan. The stem of the eyebolt 15 extends cen-
trally through said recessed head and is serew-
threaded at its outer end to receive an ad-
justing thumb-nut 16. The fan is attached by
passing the handle through the eye of the
bolt and then retracting the latter by means
of the thumb-nut until the fan-handle is se-
curely held against the.face of the head 13.

The lower portion of the shaft 12 is pro-
vided with a collar 18, secured thereon by a
rivet 19, and an annular rubber cushion 21,
secured directly below the collar, said parts
acting as a stop to limit the movement of the
shaft.

22 is'a metal helix, preferably formed of a

square bar or rod suitably twisted, secured’

to the shaft 12 and extending from a point
immediately below the cushion 21 to a point
near the end of the shaft. Surrounding the
extreme end of the shaft 12 and abutting the
lower extremity of the helix 22 is a loose bush-
ing orsleeve 24, which carries a knob 23. Said
knob is retained in position by a washer 25,
countersunk in a recess 26, formed in the bot-
tom thereof, and secured to the shaft 12 by a
screw 27, by which arrangement of parts the
shaft is left free to rotate without imparting
its movement to the knob 23.

28 represents a bracket attached to the
lower portion of the standard S and forming
a bearing for the stop 21 upon the shaft 12.
Said bracket is recessed on its under side to
form a seat for one end of a coiled spring 31,
which encircles the helix 22 and bears with
its other end against the knob 23. Centrally
of said recess the bracket is provided with
an aperture corresponding in size and shape
with a cross-section of the helix and through
which the said helix is adapted to pass.

The device is attached to the rounds 30 of
achair by means of thestandard 8 and clamp-
bar 33, the latter being provided with a lon-
gitudinal slot to receive the bolts 35, passing
through the holes 9in the standard. The bolts
are provided with the usual clamping-nuts 87
for adjusting the pressure of the clamp.

The operation of the device is as follows:
The attachment is secured to. the chair so
that the knob 23 extends somewhat below the
rocker, as clearly shown in Fig. 1 of the draw-
ings. Should the chair then be rocked, its
forward movement presses the knob against
the floor and the rod 12 is driven upward, the
helix 22 being thereby forced up through the
opening 32 and caused to rotate in the di-
rection of its piteh. The motion being re-
versed and the chair rocked backward, the
spring 31 pressing against the knob operates
to force it downward until the stop 21 comes
into engagement with the bracket, thereby
withdrawing the helix through the aperture
32 and rotating the fan in the direction oppo-
sitetothat of itsinitial movement. The rock-

ing of the chair is thus accompanied by a re-
ciprocating movement of the helix through
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its opening in the bracket, whereby itis caused
to rotate to actuate the rod 12 and the fan
carried thereby. : .

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination with a standard, a
bracketthereon and containing asquareopen-
ing, ashaft journaled on the standard, a helix
secured on the shaft and movable through the
opening in the bracket to rotate the shaft, of
a stop on the shaft at one end of the helix to
engage with the bracket, a knob swiveled on
the end of the shaft and at the other end of
the helix, a coiled spring encireling the helix
and extending befween the knob and the
bracket and means to clamp the standard to
a chair, substantially as described and for the
purpose specified.

9. The combination with astandard, meaus
to secure the standard to a chair, a bracket
on the standard and a shaft journaled in the
standard and ahelixthereonand movable with

the shaft through the opening in the bracket,
a knobswiveled on the end of theshaft todrive
the helix upward through the bracket, a stop
secured on the shaft above the bracket and
a coiled spring acting against the bracket and
the knob to drive the helix and shaft down-
ward through the bracket whereby reciprocat-
ing and alternating rotary motion are impart-
ed to the shaft.

3. In a fan attachment for rocking-chairs,
the combination of a standard, means for at-
taching it to the chair, a bracket secured to
said standard, a shaft mounted in the stand-
ard and earrying ahelix movable through said
bracket, a sleeve loosely mounted upon said
shaft below the helix, a knob mounted on said
sleeve, and a washer attached to the shaft
and adapted to retain said knob and sleeve
in position, substantially as set forth.

FRANK J. BECKER.

Witnesses:

H. H. ITAaINES,
ROBERT S. CARR.
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