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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wirriam H. FERRIS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Wash-
ington, in the District of Columbia, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Checking or Unchecking Devices; and I do
declare the following to _be a full, eleal and
exactdescription of the invention, sueh as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawin gs,and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

Thisinvention relates tonew and useful im-
provements in devices for checking and un-
checking horses, and especially to a device of
this character in which the check-hook isde-
tachably held to a plate mounted on the sad-
dle of the harness, means being provided
whereby the rear end of the shank portion
of the hook is released from engagement with
a shoulder or catch of the plate, thus allow-
ing the hook to which the check-strap is con-
nected to be drawn forward, giving the horse
freedom to lower its head, and the device
checked up by manipulating the reins, which
are connected to a strap or cord dttached to
the check-hook.

More specifically, the present invention re-
sides in the provision of a checking and un-
checking device in which the check-hook is
made up of two sections hinged together; one
section comprising the check -engaging hook,
the other having a hooked end, which is held
normally in encrawement with a shoulder or
catch on the plate seeured to the saddle of the
harness by means of a spring, which spring
yields as the hooked end of the hinged section
of the hook is drawn down to disengage same
from the plate, thus allowing the hook to be
withdrawn in the act of the horse throwing
its head forward.

To these ends and to such others as the in-
vention may pertain the same consists, fur-
ther, in the novel construction, combination,
and adaptation of parts, as will be hereinafter
more fully described and then specifically de-
fined in the appended claim.

My invention is clearlyillustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, which, with the letters

of reference marked thereon, form a part of
this application, and in which drawings simi-
lar letters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views, in which—
Figure 1 is a side elevation of my check-
ing and unchecking attachment for har-
ness. Fig.2isa vertical longitudinal section
through the device, showing in dotted lines
the hook as released from the plate to which

the hook is adapted to be held. Fig. 3is a

sectional view on line 3 3 of Fig. 2, and Fig.
4 is a sectional view on line 4 4 of I‘w 2.
Reference now being had to the detalls of
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the drawings by Ietter, A designates two com-

pleniental portions of the plate, which may be
of any ornamental shape desired, said pot-
tions being held together by means of rivets
B or other fastening means. Swiveled to the
two sections of the plate is the threaded shank
C, having the shoulders D, which confine the
shank to the two plates and allowing the
plates to rock on the portion of the threaded
shank between said shoulders. )

The hook E, to which the check-strap is de-
signed to be held, is of such a shape as to allow
the strap to erigage same and be readily re-
leased therefrom, and said hook has hinged.
thereto a shank portion I, hinged at F' to the
forked arms of the hook E. The free end of
said shank portion I is provided with a hook
E?, through the head of which a screw G is
passed,which is provided to fasten the strap H
to the under recessed face of shank portion
F in the marner illustrated in Fig. 2 of the
drawings.

In orderto hold the hooked end of theshank
portion F in its highest position and in en-
gagement with the shoulders A’ of the plate-
sections, a spring K is provided, one end of
which bears against the bottom of the plate-
sections and is mounted on a pin L, while the
freeend of the spring bears yieldingly against
the under side of the shank portion F or the
strap attached theretfo, as plainly seen in Fig.
2 of the drawings. Mounted on a pin N, car-
ried by the plate-sections, is an antifriction
wheel or roller M, Fig. 2 of the drawings, and
under this passes the strap H, which may be
either connected to the rein or be attached
in any suitable manner to a cord passing
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within econvenient reach of the driver. This
connection is not shown, as it does not form
any part of the present invention.

If preferred, the shank portion C may be
made integral with one of the complemental
sections of the plate, as illustrated in Fig. 1.

Importance is attached to the provision of
making the shank portion of the hook with a
hinged catch, to which catch is fastened one
end of the strap which passes over the anti-
friction-wheel. By having the hinged por-

‘tion or catch the latter may be disconnected

from the shoulder on the casing without first
overcoming the pulling force that the horse
exerts in attempting to lower its head before
being unchecked. As the horse is pulling
either on an overdraw or straight check the
outer hooked portion of the check-hook will
be respectively pulled slightly up or down
sufficient to throw the strain on the walls of

. the aperture in which the shank of the hook
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works and allow the hinged catch portion
to be easily released. By this construction
spring - actuated dogs are dispensed with,
which require a separate cord or strap to re-
lease same.

The operation of my improved device will
be readily understood, as when it is desired
to allow the horse to lower its head the strap
II is pulled upon by the driver and the shank
portion F will be disengaged from the shoul-
der A’, and the check-hook E may be drawn

out from the plate-sections A, and when it is
desired to check up the horse the strap I is
drawn upon and the hinged check-hook is
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drawn back into the socket in the plate-sec- -

tions, and the tension of the spring K will
cause the hooked end F? to engage with the
shoulder A’, as will be readily understood.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim to be new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

As an improved article of manufacture a
checking and unchecking device for a har-
ness comprising two complemental hollow
plates forming a casing when fastened to-
gether, each plate having a laterally-extend-
ing shoulder A’ extending half the width of
the casing and having their faces flush, com-
bined with a check-hook having a pivoted
shank portion with a hook at its free end for
engagement with said shoulder, a strap se-
cured to the under face of the pivoted shank
portion,-an antifriction-roller under which
said strap passes and a spring designed to
normally hold the hook, of said pivoted shank
portion, in engagement with said shoulder,
as shown and deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM . FERRIS.

Witnesses: _

A. L. HougH,
E. C. GOODWIN.
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