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1o all whom it mnay concermn.:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK L.. CONANT,
acitizen of the United States, residing at Cad-
illae, in the county of Wexford and State of
Michigan, have invented new and nseful Im-
provements in Wagon or Sleigh Tongue Fas-
teners, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. ’

My invention relates to tongues for wag-

ons, sleighs, or other vehicles; and the objects
of the same are to provide a tongue with sim-
ple and efficient means for connecting the
neck-yoke ring thereto and to make the pro-
jecting end of the tongue of such shape-that
the lines or reins will not catch under it. I
attain these objects by meansof the construc-
tion shown in the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specifieation, and
in which— ,

Figure 1 is a side view of a vehicle tongue
or pole made in accordance with my inven-
tion. Tig. 2is aplanyiew of the same, show-
ing the spring-connector for attaching the
neck-yoke ring to the tongue. Fig. 3isalon-
gitudinal section through the connector and
through the end of the tongue.

Like numerals of reference designate like
parts in the different views.

The vehicle-tongue 1, which may be of the
usual construction, has attached to its front
end the guard iron or strap 2, which extends
from a suitable point near the end of the

tonguetothe terminal end thereof and is then

curved upward, as at 3, for a purpose which
will be ‘hereinafter described. The guard-
iron 2 extends underneath the end of the
tongue and is bent outward to form a semi-
circular bearing 4 for the neck-yoke ring.
Secured to the under side of the tongue is a

‘guard-plate 5, which extends upward away

from the tongue at 6 and forward to overlap
the bearing 4 and is welded thereto. The
front end of the plate 5 projects beyond the

end of the bearing 4to form a recess 7 for the
end of a spring 8. This spring is secured 43
near the end of the tongue and extends back
into the recess 7and is reversely bent to form

a semicircular bearing 9 for the neck-yoke
ring, said bearing 9 being similar to the bear-
ing 4, and when taken together the two bear- 5o -
ings form a circular recess « for the neck-
yoke ring. The end of the bearing 9 is ex-
tended through an aperture 10 in the guard-
iron 2 and in the tongue. This permits the
spring 8 tobe pressed down to admit the neck- 53
yoke ring into the recess ¢. The bolts 11 se-
curely hold the guard-irons in place on the
tongue and the bolt 12 secures the spring 8

in position. The upwardly-curved end of the
guard-iron 2 prevents the reins from cateh- 6o
ing under the end of the tongue, and the cur-
vature in the spring 8 also assists in accom-
plishing this desirable result.

From the foregoing it will be seen that my
device is simple in construction, will hold the 63
neck-yokeringin place in a reliable manner,
and permit it to be readily detached whenever
required. .

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim is—

A vehicle-tongue having its lower gunard-
iron bent to form a semicircular bearing for
a neck-yoke ring, a spring secured to the
tongue and having an extension projecting
into an aperture in the vehicle-tongue, said 75
extension being curved to form a bearing for
the neck-yoke ring, and the upper guard-iron
being curved upward beyond the end of the
tongue, substantially as described. '

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 8o
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses. ‘
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FREDERICK 1. CONANT.
Witnesses:
Davip A. RIcE;
ARTHUR J. OLSEN,



