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To all whom it ey conceri:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL H. TERRY, a
¢itizen of the United States, residing at the
city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Metallic Fence-Posts, of which the
followingisafull,clear,and exact description,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification.

My invention relates to a fence-post made
of metaliic tubing; the construction of which
is such that the post is caused to rest in the
ground more firmly than with the construc-
tions of such posts as they have heretofore
been made.

My invention further relates to a screw car-
ried by the lower end of the post and to the
details of construction in the attachment of
such screw to the body of the post.

My invention consists in features of nov-
elty hereinafter fully described, and pointed
out in the claims. :

FigureIshowsan elevation of myimproved
post. Fig. IT is an enlarged vertical section
of the lower portion thereof. Tig. III isa
horizontal section taken on line III ITI, Tig.
II. TFig. IV is an elevation of the lower end
Fig. V is a cross-
section taken on the line V'V, Fig. IV. Fig.
VIis a view in elevation of a post with the
serew omitted from the lower end. Tig. VII
is adetail vertical section illustrating a means
forsecuringthe fence-wires to the posts. Fig.
VIII illustrates a form of clamp and socket
for use in screwing the post into the ground.
Trig. IX is a transverse section taken on line
IX IX, Fig. L.

1 designates the body of the post, provided
from end to end with a slot 1*. Thisbodyis
preferably made from a blank rolled into tu-
bular form and is encircled at intervals by
rings 2, that hold the body in shape. The
rings 2 are preferably formed with depres-
sions located at the slot 1* and forming beads
that extend into the said slot and prevent the
edges of the body at each side of the slot from
coming together or passing each other to re-
sult in the body collapsing. Instead of the
depressions mentioned lugs may be formed
on the inside of said rings to seat in the slot
1* and accomplish the same purpose as the

beads formed by depressions. The taper is
given to the post by using rings 2 of different
sizes, the rings dimiuvishing in size from the
bottom 1 upwardly. Astheringsare applied
the slot 1 closes toward the top of the post,
thus giving the taper to the post, while the
blank from which the post is made is of the
same width from end to end or from the top
to the bottom.

3 designates a core of some suitable mate-
rial—such as wood, metal, or concrete—lo-
cated in the body of the post and extending
through said body past the portion of the pust
that is adapted to occupy a position at the
line of the ground in which the post is'seated.

4 designates the lower end of the post,
which is of tapering form from the point A
downwardly to its end, the diameter of such
lower end diminishing from the point A down-
wardly. This tapering lowerend is surround:
ed by a ring 2*, that givesitits taper the same
as the rings 2 taper the post above the ground-
line. -

5 designates a sleeve surronnding the post
above the point A. This sleeve is provided
with a depression 6, that forms a key enter-:
ing the slot 1* to prevent said slot from clos-
ing, the sleeve being designed to confine the
body of the post and hold it firmly to the core
3, thereby enabling the core to strengthen
the post-body at the ground-line and also to
form a tight joint within the post to prevent
the ingress of moisture. The sleeve 5 also
serves to secure & more firm condition of the
ground at the line thereof by reason of such
sleeve packing the ground at the top of the
hole made in inserting the post. It will be
readily seen by forming the post with a taper-
ing lower end that when it is inserted in the
ground it will form a corresponding tapering
hole, leaving the ground firm around it from
the top to the bottom of said hole that does
not require any tamping to rendér the seat-
ing of the post solid and secure.

7 designates a screw attached to the lower
end of the post. Thisscrew is provided with
a shank 8, formed with a slot 9, said slot be-
ing preferably of wedge shape (see Fig. IT}) lo-
cated in line with the slot 1%, extending
throughout the post. The shank 8isformed
with a groove 10 in it adapted to receive a
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bead 1°, formed on the interior of the lower
end 4 of the post.

11 designates a collar that surrounds the
lower end 4 of the post directly above the
screw 7. 'This collar is provided with an in-
terior key 12, preferably of wedge shape, as
seen in Fig. II, that is adapted to enter and
seat in the tapering slot 9 of the screw-shank
8, passing also through the slot at the lower
end of the post portion 4. In attaching the
screw to the post the shank 8is first inserted
into the lower open end of the portion 4, so
that its groove comes into registration with

the bead 1* and said bead seats in said groove. '

The collar 11, being at this time on the por-
tion 4, above the extreme lower end thereof,
is next forced downwardly on the portion 4,
with .its key 12 riding in the slots 1* and 9.
As the collar 11 is forced down the key 12
travels in the tapering slot 9, spreading the
shank 8 (from the position shown in dotted
lines to the position shown in full lines, Fig.
IT) at the sanie time that the collar binds
firmly around the exterior of the lower end
of the portion 4 of the post, keeping it from
spreading. In this manner the serew-shank
issecurely held to a seat within the lower end
of the post.

WhileIhave shewn and deseribed the lower
end of the post 4 formed with a bead 1Y, it is

- evident that this bead might be omitted and

the portion 4 be indented into the groove 10
before the collar 11 is slipped thereover,
thereby forming a similar joint to that effect-
ed by the existence of the bead entering said
groove.

-In Figs. IV and VI, have shown the lower
end 4’ with an integral serew 7’ in lieu of the
screw 7 and. a surrounding auxiliary serew
13. The remainder of the post is designed
to be of the same construction as that here-
inbefore described.

InFig. VI, I have shown a post adapted to
be driven into the ground instead of being
provided with a screw at its lowerend. The
body of this post is designated by 1’, having
aslot 1” and a lower tapering portion 4'.
This form of post is not surrounded by rings
below the ground; but its tapering lower end
is adapted to form a hole of corresponding
shape, and owing to its being unconfined by
rings it is adapted to spread slightly at its
lower end, and thereby become anchored in
the ground.

In Fig. VII, I have illustrated a means for
securing the fence-wires to the posts, which
consists simply in a U-shaped wire passing

through perforations in the post made oppo-
site the slot 1°, the ends of the wire extend-
ing across the post through the slot and hav-
ing their ends bent outwardly.

In Fig. VIII, T have shown a form of clamp
and socket to be used in screwing the post
into the ground. 16 represents the socket,
adapted to receive a lever and on which is
formed the ring 17 of the clamp. This ring
is made in two sections hinged together at
18, the outer half of the ring having an ex-
tension 19 to receive a bolt 20, pivoted at 21
to-an ear 22, formed upon the socket. The
inner half of the ring is formed with a rib 23
to fit in the slot 1* of the post. In use the
ring is placed around the post with the rib
23 fitting in the slot 1*, and the thumb-nut
is then tightened on the bolt 20, the :socket
being thus firmly clamped to the post. When
the post has been screwed into the ground
the required depth, the socket and clamp are
removed for use on another post.

As will be observed, the screw 7 does not
elevate the ground, but simply cuts through
the gronnd, and the post at the ground-line
being larger in diameter than the body of the
screw the post will have a firm anchorage
when this large part of the post at the ground-
line is drawn into the ground by the screw.

I claim as my invention—

1. Ina fence-post, the combination of'a lon-
gitudinally-slotted body having a tapering
lower end, a screw having a shank seated in
said lower end, and a collar surrounding the
lower end of said body, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. Inafence-post,the combination of a lon-
gitudinally-slotted body, a screw having a
slotted shank seated in the lower end of said
body, a eollar surrounding the lower end of
said body, and a key carried by said collar
adapted toseatin theslotof said screw-shank,
substantially as deseribed.

3. Inafence-post, the combination of a lon-
gitudinally-slotted body, a screw having a
slotted shank seated in the lower end of said
body, said shank having a groove and said
body having an interior bead adapted to en-
tersaid groove, a collar surrounding the lower
end of said body, and a tapering key carried
by said collar adapted to seat in the slot of
said shank, substantially as described.

SAML. H. TERRY.

In presence of—
E. 8. Kn1gHT,
STANLEY STONER.
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