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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, JoSEPH MOORE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Bedford,
in the county of Lawrence and State of In-
diana, have invented a new and useful Rein-

"Guide,of whichthefollowing is aspecification.

It is a well-known fact that driving-reins
frequently become canght beneath the tail of
a horse, and in endeavoring to free the reins
from the tail the driver places a strain upon
the bit which causes the horse to back and
turn quickly, and often resultsin the vehicle
being upset, to the danger of the occupants
thereof. In view of this difficulty the present
invention has for its object to provide an im-
proved rein-holder which is especially de-
signed to prevent the reins from being acci-
dentally engaged beneath the tail of a horse,
and also to maintain the reins in their proper
position for manipulation by the driver. It

is furthermore designed to provide a simple

25

30

35

40

45

50

and durable device of this character which
may be applied to the thills or tongue of any
character of vehicle without changing or al-
tering the latter, so as to receive the reins and
support the same away from the tail of the
horse and at the same time to permit of the
reins being readily and conveniently operated
in the usual manner.

With these and other objects in view the
present invention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
alter more fully deseribed, shown in the ac-
companying drawings,and particularly poins-
ed out in the appended claim, it being un-
derstood that changes in the form, propor-
tion, size, and minor details may be made
within the scope of the claim without depart-
ing from the spirit or sacrificing any of the
advantages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view illustrating the application and opera-
tion of the improved rein-holder. Fig.2isa
detail perspective view of one of the holders.
Tig. 3 is a sectional view taken transversely
through one of the thills to show the connec-
tion of the holder therewith.

Corresponding parts in the several figures
of the drawings are desiguated by like char-
acters of reference,

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
it will be seen that the present rein-holder
comprises a pair of upper and lower rings 1
and 2, respectively, which are yieldingly con-
nected by means of an elastic web or strap 3.
Pendentfrom the lower ring is a flexible strap
4, which is provided intermediate of its ends
with a buekle 5, with which the free extrem-
ity of the strap is designed to be engaged to
form a loop for engagement with the thills or
a tongue of a vehicle.

In the application of the device, as exhib-
ited in Figs. 1 and 3, the strap 4 is buckled
around one of the thills 6 at a point adjacent
to the hips of the horse, and the adjacent
portion of the veins 7 is passed rearwardly
through the upper rein-embracing ring 1, so
as to slide loosely therethrough to the driver.
It will be understood that duplicate devices
are placed upon each thill at opposite sides
of the horse, s0 as to receive the respective
portions of the reins, whereby the latter are
effectually held apart and prevented from be-
coming engaged beneath the tail of the ani-
mal, as the reins do not pass over the back of
the horse, but ave located at opposite sides
thereof, and thus the horse cannot switch his
tail over the reins. Should the reins become
slack when not in use, the animal may switch
his tail over such slack portions; but when
the reins are gathered up by the driver the
reins will be drawn from beneath the tail
without exerting a strain upon the bit, as will
be readily understood.

From the foregoing description it will be
apparent that the respective rein-holders are
loosely or pivotally connected to the thills, so
astogive to every motion, and the elastic con-
nection between the strap and the upper
guide-ring permits of the device yielding ver-
tically to any pull upon the reins, so as to
prevent the latter from binding in the ring;
also, the strap 4 forms an adjustable connec-
tion for the device, so that it is applicable to
thills and tongues of different diameters. It
will be noted that the device does not require
any change in the thills or harness and is
therefore applicable to any character of ve-
hicle. Moreover, it does not interfere in any
manner whatsoever with the usual operation
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of the reins, and it does not require any skill | rings, and a strap connected to one of the
or experience to apply the deviee or to drive | rings, and having a buckle to receive the free

with the same applied to the reins. end of the strap.

Having thus described the invention, 1 JOSEPII MOORE.
claim— ‘ Witnesses:
A rein-guide, comprising a pair of rings, H. M. BURNHAM,

an elastic web or connection between the two TaOMAS N. BOX,




