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o all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, WirLiam H. JACKSON,
of Waterbury, in the county of New Haven
and State of Connecticat, have invented a
new Improvement in Morris Chairs; and I do
hereby declare the following, when taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings
and the characters of reference marked there-
on, to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the same, and which said drawings constitute
part of this specification, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a view in side elevation of a chair
provided with my invention; Fig. 2, an en-
larged broken view, in side elevation, show-
ing my improved mechanism applied to the

-back and arm of the chair; Fig. 3, a plan

view of the mechanism, the arm of the chair
being shown by broken lines. Fig. 4isa view
in vertical section on the line a b of Fig. 2
through the arm of the chair and the sliding
bar of the mechanism.

Myinvention relates to an improvement in
Morris chairs, the object being to provide sim-
ple, durable, and convenient means for ad-
justing the inclination of the backs of such
chairs.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in certain details of construction and
combinations of parts, as will be hereinafter
described, and pointed out in the claims.

As the mechanism is duplicated on both
sides of the chair, it will be sufficient to de-

‘scribe it for one side only. It consists, as

herein shown, of a link 2, formed at its rear
end with a hook 3, adapted to be hooked over
a pin 4, projecting laterally from the chair-
back 5, the lower end of which is hinged to
the chair-body 6 in any suitable manner. By
connecting the rear end of the link 2 to the
chair-back 5 in the manner described I am
able to disconnect the link from the chair-

back, so that the same may be folded for-.

ward over the chair-body 6 for convenience
in packing the chair for transportation. If
desired, however, the rear end of the link
may be simply perforated for the reception
of the pin 4. I have not illustrated this lat-
ter construction, because it seems too obvi-
ous to require it. The forward. end of the

said link 2 is pivotally connected with the
rear end of a slide 7, arranged to move back
and forth in two strap-like brackets 8, se-

cured to the lower face of the said arm 9. To
the forward end of the slide 7l attach aswing-
ing rack 10 by means of a vertical pivot 11,
so that the rack swings in a horizontal plane.
Upon its outer edge this rack is formed with
several teeth 12, having square rear edges and
beveled forward edges. Thenunmber of these
teeth may be varied as required. They are
engaged with a supporting-pin 13, depending
from. the arm 9 and carrying an antifriction-
roller 14. A coiled spring 15, attached at its
rear end to the outer edge of the slide 7 and
at its forward end to the rack 10, exerts a con-
stant effort to swing the same outward, so as
to engage its teeth 12 with the roller on the
pin 13, which,withits roller,constitutesa fixed
point on the body of the chair for coaetion
with the rack in supporting the chair-backin
any desired inclination. The extreme for-
ward end of the rack 10 is provided with a
depending operating-handle or grip 16, de-
signed to be grasped for operation from the
inside of the arm 9 of the chair.

- It will be readily understood from the fore-
going that when the chair-back 5 is lifted its
motion will be communicated by the link 2
to the slide 7, which will be slid forward in
the brackets 8, whereby the engagement of
the beveled edge of the rack lying immedi-
ately to the rear at this time of the pin 13,
with the antifriction-roller 14surrounding the
said pin, will cause the said rack to be swung
inward and disengaged from the pin. As
soon as the forward movement of the slide 7
is stopped the spring 15 will operate to swing
the pivotal rack 10 outward and reéngage it
with the pin 13, whereby the chair-back 5 will
be supported in the position into which it was
brought by lifting it. To lower the chair-
back, the handle 16 of the pivotal rack 107is
grasped and the rack swung inward against
‘the tension of the spring. The chair-back is
now free to swing back either under pressure
or by gravity. When it is swung back far
enough, the handle 16 of the rack is released,
whereby the rack at once reéngages with the
roller 14 of the supporting-pin 13:. 'In prac-
tical use, of course, the user of the chair will
operate both racks at the same time for re-
leasing them, thus letting the chair-back
down. On the other hand, the chair-back
may be very easily raised and brought into

55

60

65

70

75

8o

85

Qo

95

100




I0

5

20

2

the required position by the user without get-
ting out of the chair.

It is apparent that in carrying out my in-
vention some changes from the construetion

-herein shown and described may be made,

and I wish to have it understood that I do
notlimit myself to that construction,but hold

myself at liberty to make such changes there-

from as fairly fall within the scope of my in-
vention. = .

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. An adjusting mechanism for the backs
of Morris chairs, comprising a link adapted
at its rear end to be connected with the back
of the chair, a slide connected atits rear end
with the forward end of the said link and sup-
ported by the body of the echair, and a rack
pivotally connected with the forward end of

- the said slide and adapted to be engaged in
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different relations with a fixed point on the
body of the chair.

2. In a Morris chair, the combination with
the body and hinged back thereof, of a link
counected at its rear end to the chair-back, a
slide supported by the arm of the chair and
pivotally connected at its rear end to the for-
ward end of the said link, a rack pivosally
attached to the forward end of the said slide
and swinging in ahorizontal plane,and means
on the arm of the chair for being engaged by

the said rack, whereby the said chair-back is

supported. :

5. An adjusting mechanism for the backs
of Morris chairs, comprising a link adapted
at its rear end to be detachably connected
with the back of the chair, a slide having its
rear end connected with the forward eund of

676,256

the said link, and a rack pivotally attached 40

to the forward end of the said slide so as to
swing in & horizontal plane, and formed upon
its outer edge with a series of teeth adapted
to be engaged with a fixed point upon the
body of the chair for supporting the chair-
back.

4. Tn a Morris chair, the combination with
the body and hinged back thereof, of a link
connected at its rear end to the chair-back, a
slide supported by the body of the chair and
pivotally connected at its rearend to the for-
ward end of the said link, a rack pivotally
connected with the forward end of the slide
80 as to swing in a horizontal plane, means
upon the body of the chair for being engaged
by the said rack, and a spring coacting with
the said rack to swing it outward for engage-
ment with the said means.

5. In a Morris chair, the combination with
the body thereof, the said body being pro-
vided with arms, of a back hinged to the said
body, a link connected at its rear end to the
said baeck, a slide suspended underneath an
arm of the chair-body so as to slide back and
forth under thesaid arm and connected-at its
rear end to the forward end of the said link,
a horizontally-swinging rack pivotally con-
nected with the forward end of the said slide,
and provided with a handle, and means de-
pending from the said arm for engagement
by the said rack.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-

ing witnesses.
T WILLIAM II. JACKSON.

Witnesses:
FRED. C. EARLE,
LiLLiaN D. KELSEY.
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