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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JOSEPH LECHNER, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of Os-
wego, in the county of Oswego, in the State of
New York, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Puzzles, of which the follow-
ing, taken in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription.

This invention relates to a device designed
to furnish an interesting and amusing puzzle
which may be played by either one or more
persons; and the invention consists, essen-
tially, of a series o0f permanently - located
figures distributed in a row or group, sepa-
rate markers connected to the respective fig-
ures movably into different relative positions
thereon, and one of said figures bearing a pre-
dominant designation and its marker to re-
main undisturbed from its normal position
during the disturbance of all the other mark-
ers in the order hereinafter deseribed. =

The invention is susceptible of many modi-
fications of its details, and I therefore do not
limit myself in that respect.

In the annexed drawings, Figurelisa plan
view of a puzzle embodying my invention,
and Fig. 2is a transverse section on line X X.

a o a represent a series of twenty-two per-
manently-located pietural figures, which in
thisinstanceare crude representations of per-
sons’ heads arranged in a eireular row printed
or otherwise applied to a board or card A.
One of said figures (shown at &') is marked
predominant over the others. Ateach of said
heads is a marker b, which is movable into
different positions in relation to the head and

is preferably of the form of a hat, which is |’

" pivoted at ¢ to allowsaid hat to beswung from

45

the head, as indicated in dotted lines.

The puzzle is manipnlated in the following
manner, to wit: Before beginning to solve the
puzzle the hats b'b are to be placed in their
normal positions over the respective heads.
The task of the puzzle is to remove all the
hats from the heads a o in sueccessive order
throughout the row of heads by removing one

hat at a‘time at the end of counting a pre-
determined number of consecutive heads,
(whichin this caseisthe numberseven.) The
counting may be begun at any one of the
heads, and then, countingseven headsinregu-
lar consecutive order. and in one direction
along the row, the hat of the seventh head is
toberemoved. Then proceeding in the same
manner of counting, commencing with one at
the hatless head the hat of the next seventh
head is to be removed. This process is con-
tinued around the row of hats, but always
omitting the counting of any intermediate
hatless heads. Ifinthisproceeding the count
of seven happens to come onto the head o
the player fails to solve the puzzle. When
there are twenty-two heads, as represented
in the annexed drawings, each of the con-
secutive countings in removing the hats is to
be limited to seven. It is therefore obvious
that there is one distinet head in the row at
which the counting must' be commenced in
order toavoid removing the hat from the head
o'.  The mystery of the location of the first
head at which to begin the counting renders
the puzzle interesting and amusing. In the
present instance the starting-point is indi-
cated by the cross which is the seventh head
from ¢, inclusive.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. A puzzle consisting of a series of perma-
nently-located figures distributed in a row or
group and one of said figures bearing a pre-
dominant designation, and separate markers
connected to the respective figures movably
into differentrelative positions thereon as and
for the purpose set forth.

2. A puzzle consisting of a series of repre-
sentations of persons’ heads distributed in a
row or group, & hat over each of said heads
pivoted to swing from the head, and one of
said heads marked predominant over the re-
mainder as and for the purpose set forth.

JOSEPH LECHNER. [L.S8.]

Witnesses: ‘

JoHN A. WIBBE,
JouN L. LINDSMAN.
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