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o all whom & may concern.:

Be it known that I, ALBERT M. JOHNSON,
Sr., a citizen of the United States, residing at
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia
and State of Pennsylvania,have invented new
and useful Improvements in Folding Stools,
of which the following is a specification.

.My invention relates to folding stools; and
the object of the same is to provide a compact
and durable stool which ean be folded to oc-
cupy the minimum of space and provided
with efficient means to hold it against closing.

‘With this object in view I have designed
the simple and novel construction deseribed
in this specification, claimed; and illustrated
intheaccompanying drawings, forminga part
thereof; in which—

Figure1 is a perspective of my stool. Fig.
2 is a plan view of my stool folded up. Fig.
3 is a transverse vertical section of the up-
right stool. ) v

Like numerals of reference designate like
parts in the different views of the drawings.

The numeral 1 designates the seat of my
stool. Secured by staples 2 to the under side
of the seat 1 are two strengthening-rods 3.
At the junction of the two rods 3 is formed a
U-shaped portion 4. Eyes 5 are formed on
the ends of the rods 3. A leg-frame 6, com-
prising two parallel legs 7, tied together by
cross-bars 8, is pivoted to the seat 1 by means
of a rod 9, which extends transversely the legs
7 and through the eyes 5. A third leg 10 is
pivoted on the U member 4 and pivoted on a
crank member 11, havingstub-pintles 12 jour-
naled in thelegs 7. A V-shaped spring-latch
13, the arms 14 of which are rigidly secured
to the legs 7, extends down in position to en-
gage a notch 15, formed in the leg 10 and pro-
vided with catches 16, located adjacent there-
to. The catches 16 prevent the accidental

disengagement of the lateh. A notch15* and
catches 16% engage the latch 13 when the stool
is folded up.

In folding my stool the latch 13 is disen-.
gaged from the notch 15 by hand and the third
leg 10 folded toward the frame 6, when the
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stool will assume the shape shown in Fig. 2.
In setting up the stool the leg 10 and frame
6 are grasped; one in each hand, and the leg
10pulled away from the frame 6 until it comes
in contact with the latch 13. This action will
raise the latch 138 and spring it slightly, when
it will snap sharply into the noteh 15 and bs
held from slipping out by the spring action
of the arms. 'The catches 16 prevent its be-
ing knocked out, although the notch 15 will
secure it against everything but aceidents.

I do not wish to be limited as to details of
construction, as these may be modified in
many particulars without departing from the
spirit of my invention.

Having thus described my invention; what
I claim as new, and wish to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a seat, a leg-frame pivoted to
said seat, a crank member journaled in said
frame, a notched leg pivoted on said crank
member and pivotally connected at its upper
end to said seat, and a spring-latech having
arms rigidly secured to said frame and po-
sitioned to engage the said notch in said leg
to hold the stool open, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. In a device of the class described, the
combination, of a seat, a leg-frame bearing
two legs pivoted to said seat, a ecrank member
journaled in said legs, a third leg having a
notech and pivoted centrally on said crank
member and pivotally connected at its upper
end to said seat, and a V-shaped spring-latch
having its arms rigidly secured to said leg-
frame and positioned to engage the said notch
insaid third leg tohold the stool open,substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

ALBERT M. JOHNSON, Sr.

Witnesses:
G. PErRCY FOX,
‘WM. P. WALLACE, Sr.
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