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To all whom it may concerry:

Beit known that I, AUcUST HAGG, acitizen
of the United States of America, residing at
Denver, in the county of Arapahoe and State
of Colorado, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Track-Cleaning At-
tachments for Hand-Cars; and I do declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in_the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to the figures of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
track-cleaning attachments for hand-cars.

1t is well known to those in charge of rail-
way-tracks that when the rails are frosty or
when it is snowing a slight accumulation of
frost or snow on the rails renders it almost
impossible to run hand-cars, since the weight
of the car is not sufficient to produce the re-
quired friction to overcome the slippery con-
dition of the rails. . -

The object of my invention is to overcome
this difficulty, and the device will be fully
understood by reference to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

Figure 11is a side elevation of the front part
of a hand-car equipped with my improve-
ments. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
attachment shown in detail. Fig. 3 is a sec-
tion taken through one of the shoes, shown on
a larger scale.

The same reference characters indicate the
same parts in all the views.

Let the numeral 5 designate the body of the
hand-car, to the front part of which is at-
tached two hangers 6, whose lower extremi-
ties are formed into hooks adapted to receive
the upper cross-bar 10 of my improved at-
tachment. Extending forwardly and down-
wardly from the extremities of the cross-bar
7 are two arms 8, to whose lower extremities
are attached shoes 9, adapted to engage the
track-rails. These shoes, as shown in the

drawings, consist of a metal plate 9%, pro-

vided with a facing 9¢, preferably composed
of rubber; but it must be understood that
any other suitable or similar yielding mate-
rial may be employed. To the top of each
shoe-plate is attached a blade or share 9¢ for

use where there is a considerable quantity of
snow on the rails. These shoes are arranged
to throw the snow outwardly away from the
rails. Forward of the cross-bar 7 an auxiliary
bar 10 is attached to the arms 8. Centrally
secared to the cross-bars 7and 10 isa metal
strap 12; having a forward extension 12%.
The rearward extremity of the strap 12 merges
into an upwardly-projecting bar or rod 12°,
whose upper extremity protrudes through an
opening formed in the platform 67 of the car.

To the front of the car is secured a pro-
jection 13, having a downwardly-extending
lug, to which is attached one extremity of a
coil-spring 14, whose opposite extremity en-
ters an aperture 12¢, formed in the forward
portion12* of thestrap12. The normal fune-
tion of this spring is to press the attachment
down, whereby the shoes are caused to en-
gage the rails with sufficient force to perform
their function.. Forward of the opening 12¢
the strap 12is provided witha slot 128, When
the attachment is not needed, it is raised up-
wardly, turning on the bar7 asan axis, until
the forward extremity of the projection 13
passes through the slot 1920 in the strap. A
key is then passed through an opening in the
projection forward of the strap, whereby the
track-cleaner is locked in the elevated posi-
tion. (Seedotted linesin Fig.1.) Theshoes
9 may be temporarily raised from the rails
at will by pressing with the foot, for instance,
on the upward-protruding extremity on the
bHar 12¢. The rubber facing 9° is so con-
nected with the metal plate of the shoe that
it may be readily detached when it becomes
g0 worn as to be of no further use. Both ex-
tremities of the shoe are turned upwardly
slightly to facilitateits movementon thetrack
in either direction.

The device may be easily detached from
the car, as will be readily understood.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. The combination with a car provided
with depending bearings, of a track-cleaning

device comprising a cross-bar engaging said
bearings which are open at the top to allow
the device to be readily detached, said bar
being also arranged to turn in the bearings,
another bar located in the rear of the afore-
gaid cross-bar, a rod rigidly connected with
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the rear cross-bar, extending upwardly there-
from through the platform and projecting
above the same whereby as downward pres-
sure is applied thereto, the track-cleanin g de-
vice is turned in its bearings, and arms ex-
tending downwardly from the cross-bars and
terminating in track-cleaning shoes.

2. The combination with a car provided
with depending bearings, of a track-cleaner
consisting of forwardly-projecting arms, hav-
ing track-engaging shoes, an upper cross-bar
engaging the bearings on the car and adapted
to turn therein, a metal part projecting for-
wardly from the upper portion of said device
and provided with a slot, and a projection on
the car adapted to enter said slot when the
device is raised, and a suitable locking de-
vice connected with the projection forward
of the said metal part, whereby the track-
cleaner is supported in the raised position
when not in use.

3. The combination with a car provided
with depending bearings, a track-cleanin gde-
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vice provided with a eross-bar engaging said
bearings which are open at the top to allow
the device to be readily detached, said bar
being also arranged to turn in the bearings,
another bar located in the rear of the afore-
said cross-bar, a rod rigidly connected with
the rear cross-bar, extending upwardly there-
from and projecting above the platform,
whereby as pressure is applied thereto, the
track-cleaning device is turned in its bear-
ings, arms extending downwardly from the
cross-bars and terminating in track-engaging
shoes, a projection extending forwardly from
the bearing cross-bar, and a spring connected
with the carand bearing upon said projection,
whereby the deviceis yieldingly pressed down
in front.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. .

AUGUST ITAGG.
Witnesses:
G. J. ROLLANDET,
Dora C. SHICE.
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