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To all whom it may concerw:

Bo it known that I, CLAUS O. GIERE, a eiti-
son of the United States, residing at Hayfield,
in the county of Dodge and State of Minne-
sota,haveinvented certainnew and useful Im-
provements in Mail-Boxes; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference being
had to the annexed drawings, making a part
of this specification, and to the letters of ref-
erence marked thereon.

The present invention has for its object to
provide a letter or mail box that will be sim-
ple in construction, easily operated in depos-
iting and removing the mail, and a box that
will be proof against dampness and the ele-
ments of the weather; and it consists in a
mail-box constructed substantially as shown
in the drawings and hereinafter deseribed and
claimed.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a mail-box
constructed in accordance with my invention,
showing the pivoted hood in a raised or ele-
vated position; Tig. 2, a sectional elevation
showing the hood in a raised position in dot-
ted lines and in a closed position in full lines.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents the mail-box, constructed of metal or
other suitable material and whichis provided
with a pivoted and swingable hood B, having
handle  for raising and lowering it, said hood
when lowered to its normal position closing
the open front of the box and protecting it
against the elements of the weather, such as
rainandsnow. ThehoodBhasastop b,ofany
preferred construction, which abuts against
the inclined top C of the box and prevents it
from being thrown too far back. Theinclined

top C is provided with a transverse brace D, |

a sufficient space being left between the in-
clined top and the brace to enable the letters
to be deposited when the chute E is in posi-
tion to form a receptacle between it and the
inclined top, as shown in Fig. 2 of the draw-
ings. Thechute Eis locked to the transverse
brace by means of a padlock ¢, or any other
suitable means may be employed for fasten-
ing the chute to the transverse brace.

The transverse brace D, which strengthens
the sides of the box as well as the inelined top
thereof, is formed with a downwardly-extend-

ing flange d, which is provided with the sta-
ple e for the padlock to engage.

The hinged chute Eisformed withinwardly-
extending flanges upon its three edges, the
flange f extending from its top, and when the
chute is in a closed position, as shown in Fig.
9 of the drawings, the flange will overlap the
transverse brace D and form a tight joint be-
tween the two, the side flanges g also forming
a tight joint between the edges of the chute
and the sides of the box.

A spring friction-arm F is secured to the
inner side of the hood B, and the stop b, here-
inbefore described, is preferably formed upon
the free end of the spring-arm. In closing
the hood the spring friction-arm will bear
against the front of the box A and hold itin
position over the same.

The mail is deposited through the space, as
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indicated at h, after the hood B has been

raised to the position shown in dotted lines of
Fig. 2 of the drawings, and when it is desired
to withdraw the mail the hinged chute Cis
released from its fastenings and drops down
to the position shown in full lines of Fig. 1
and dotted lines in Fig. 2 of the drawings,
thereby rendering the withdrawal of the mail
very easy and also the depositing of the mail
very convenient.

The hood B closes automatically by its own
weight.when released by the hand and the
hood being of such shape that it protects both
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the front, sides, and top when closed down

over the same, thus preventing any rain,
snow, or dust entering the box, the hinged
chute protecting the mail against the elements
of the weather, as well as preventing any one
maliciously extracting the mail.

Having now fully deseribed my invention,
what T claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— :

1. A mail-box consisting of a receptacle, a
swingable hood pivoted thereto to close or
open the receptacle, an inclined top to the re-
ceptacle, a transverse brace connected thereto
with space between it and the ineclined top for
depositing the mail, and a hinged chute and
means for locking it to the transverse brace,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

9. A mail-box consisting of a suitable re-
ceptacle having an inclined top, a pivoted and
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swingable hood therefor, a spring friction-arm In testimony that I claim the above I have
terminating in a stop and secured to the in- hereunto subscribed my namein the presence 1o |
ner side of the hood, a transverse brace se- | of two witnesses.

cured to the inclined top with space between :

for the depositing of the mail, and a hinged CLAUS O. GIERE. [
chute adapted for attachment to the trans- Witnesses: b
verse brace, substantially as and for the pur- OLE C. BERGAN,

pose specified. THOR O. DISTAD.



