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To all whom it may conecern:

Be it known that I, MELvIN M. MAXAW a
citizen of the Unlted States, residing at To-
ledo, in the county of Lucasand State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Thill-Couplings; and Ido de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art -to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in thill-supports and antirat-
tlers; and it consists of a key which is hinged
to the antirattler- -spring, one edge of the key
bearing against the sprmv adJacent to its.free
end,while an angled portion of the key serves
as a means to hold the coupling-pin in place,

while the spring and edge of the key bearing-

frictionally against the spring and the latter
against the thill-iron serve to hold the thills
in an upuofht position when not in use.

Theinvention will be hereinafter more fully
described and then specifically defined in the
appended claims and is clearly illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, which, with the
letters of reference marked the1eon form a
part of this application, and in which draw-
ings—

I‘lcrure 1is a perspective view of my im-
proved thill-support and antirattler. Fig. 2
is a vertical central section through the anti-
rattler, thill-iron, and clip. Fig. 3 is an en-
larged ‘detail in perspective of the antirattler-
spring and key. which are hinged together.

Reference now being had to Fhe details of
the drawings by letter A designates the axle
of a vehicle, and Ba chp,of ordlnary construe-
tion, secmed thereto, havingthe integrallugs
with apertured ends "to receive the th111 coup-
ling-pin D, which passes through the aper-
tured end of the thill-iron E.

The antirattler - spring I has a roll ¥
formed at one end, in which roll the key H is
hinged. This key H has an elongated aper-
ture adjacent to one of its edges, as at K, and
the portion of the key 1ntermed1ate smd ap-
erture and the adjacent edge of the key is

* (No model,)

rounded, forming the hinge-bearing L. One
end of the key is bent at a right angle, as at
N, and is designed to hold the coupling-pin
D in place.
upon itself, placed between the side of the
clipand t;he thill-iron, as illustrated, and one
end of the springis prefembly bent to con-
form to the end of the clip-retaining cross-
bar adjacent to its rolled end. The other
end of the spring is slightly ecurved to con-
form to the rounded end of the thill-iron, un-
der which it passes and against which 1t is -
frictionally held by means of the longitudinal
edge of the key. The edge of said key oppo-
51te its hinged portion is 1ecessed asat H', to
receive the end of the antlrattler -spring aud
hold same against lateral movement, and the
immediate end of the spring is bent slightly,
s0 as to form a hook to hold the edge of the
key against the spring.

From the foregoing it will be observed that
by the constmcmon of a device in accordance
with my specification and as illustrated in
the drawings a thill-support isformed by the
edge of the key being forced underneath the
hooked free end of the spring, thus forcing
thespring against the thill-iron with smﬁclent
pressure to hold the thillsin upright positions,
the coupling-pin is prevented from withdraw-
ing from the lugs of the clip, and all rattling
of the parts is prevented.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim to be new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A thlll -support and antirattler, compms~
ing a spring adapted to be inserted between
the thill-iron and the clip supporting same, a
key having hinged connection with one end
of the spring, the opposite edge of the key de-
signed to be engzwed by the hooked free end
of the spring whereby the spring is held frie-
tionally against the thill-iron, as set forth.

2. A thlll -support and antlrattler, consist-
ing in combination with the elip and thill-
iron pivotally held thereto, a spring having a
roll formed at one end a key hinged in seud
roll, the opposite edge of the key being re-
cessed to receive the curved or hooked end
of the spring to hold said spring frictionally
against the thill-iron, as set forth.

3. In combination with the clip, the thill-
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iron and pin supporting same, the spring and
key pivoted thereto, one edge of the key hold-
ing the free end of the spring against the
thill-iron, and an end of the key bent at an
angle and disposed adjacent to the end of the
supporting-pin to hold same in place, as sef
forth. »

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

MELVIN M. MAXAM.

Witnesses:
Louis H. PaAINE,
R. E. ABBOTT.




