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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthat I, OrRAM A. NINCEHELSER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Me-
chaniesburg, in the county of Champaign and
State of Ohio, haveinvented certain new and
usefuiImprovementsin Head-Rests, of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing had therein to the accompanying draw-
ings. ‘

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in bed-rests.

The general object of this invention is to
provide a bed-rest with a hinged head and
back rest proper, which carries a swinging
brace adjustable in an adjustable support,
whereby a double adjustment of thehead and
back rest proper may be obtained.

My invention also relates to details of con-
struction and arrangement hereinafter ap-
pearing, and particularly pointed out in the
claims.

In the acecompanying drawings, on which
like reference-letters indicate corresponding
parts, Figure 1 represents a perspective view
of my invention complete with parts shown
in dotted lines; Fig. 2, aside elevation ready
for use, partly broken away toshow the cross-
piece K5 and Fig. 3 a side view showing the
bed-rest in a folded position.

I am aware that there have been numerous
rests invented in which a head and back rest
proper has been adjustable; but, so far as I
am aware, none of such head and back rests
have ever been provided with an adjustable
support pivoted to a fixed base in which a
brace from the head and back rest proper was
adjustably mounted, so as to have an adjust-
ment of the head and back rest by simply ad-
justing its brace and also for adjusting such
head and back rest proper by adjusting the
support for said brace by means of a pawl
also pivoted to said base, thus providing for
a twofold adjustment.

The letter A represents a pair of side rails
connected together by means of cross-bars B,
constituting a base-frame. The forward ends
of these side rails have bolted or otherwise se-
cured thereto a pair of plates C, which ex-
tend above the side rails sufficiently to per-
mit of pivoting between them the sides D of
a head and back rest proper by means of
bolts E, which extend through the plates C

and through the lower ends of the sides D.
The upper end of these side pieces D are con-
nected together by a cross-piece ', or, if pre-
ferred, the frame of the head and back rest
may be formed in one piece. A brace I' is
pivoted to the frame structure of the head
and back rest proper, such brace having a
cross-bar G, whiceh is adapted to fit in serra-
tions H in the adjustable support I. When
it is desired to adjustthe head and back rest
proper, the brace F is made to engage with
the desired serrations or notches H. This
will adjust the head and back rest proper
within certain limits; but in order to still
further adjust it I have pivoted the support
I to the side rails A, as shown at J. This
‘adjustable support is held in position by a
pawl K, pivoted to the side rails A, as shown
at L. This pawl consists of two sides M and
a cross-bar O, the latter for securing the sides
M together at their outer ends. The cross-
bar is adapted to fit in notehes P on the un-
der side of the adjustable support I. Thus
without changing the brace I, by simply en-
gaging the pawl I with one of the notehes P
in the adjustable support such support may
be more or less elevated.

Referring again to the head and back rest
proper, it will be observed that the sides D
are provided with pins or buttons @, arranged
atintervals throughoutaportion of thelength
of such sides and also along the under side of
the cross-piece . A piece of canvas R or
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othersuitablefabricisadapted tobestretched
across the frame of the head and back rest =

proper and buttoned over the buttons (), so
that it is held firmly in position and yet af-
fords a comfortable back for supporting the
head and back of a patient. Of course this
fabric may be placed in position on the head-
rest framein any other suitable manner. The
letter R’ represents pillow-holders, congisting
of loops of tape buttoned over buttons Q on
the cross-piece E', such loops passing around
the pillow (not shown) near its snds, so as to
hold the pillow in position.

The construction of my device issuch that
when not in use it may be folded, so as to oc-
cupy very small quarters. This is of greaf
advantage in shipping, as it lessens the bulk
and saves in the cost of transportation.

Referring again fo the adjustable support,
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it will be seen that the notches P are so
formed that there will be no slipping between
the support and pawl no matter what posi-
tion the support may occupy. Consequently
the head and back rest proper will always be
held in the proper position to which it may
have been adjusted.

In practice my bed-rest is placed upon a
bed in such a position that a sick person may
rest his head and back against the head and
back rest proper, and by making the adjust-
ments above described the head and back rest
proper may be given such an elevation orin-
clination as to e‘zactly snit the desires of the
patient, thus affording him a great amount
of relief. \

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a bed-rest, the combination with a
base-frame having a pair of side rails, of a
head and back rest proper hinged to said side
rails, and a support pivoted to said rails, a
brace pivoted to said head and back rest
proper, and adapted to engage with said sup-
port, and a pawl also pivoted to said side rails
and adapted to hold said support in an ele-
vated position, all substantially as shown and
described.

2. In a bed-rest, the combination with a
pair of side rails secured together by suitable
cross-bars, of a pair of plates secured to oneé
end of each of said side rails, a head and back
rest proper pivoted between said plates, a
brace pivoted to. said head and back rest
proper, a support pivoted to said side rails
and having notches along both of its edges,
the notehes along one edge being adapted to
be engaged by said brace, a pawl pivoted to
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said side rails, and adapted to engage with

the notches on the opposite side of said sup-

port, allsubstantially asshown and described..
3. In a bed-rest, the combination with a -

40

pair of side rails having a head and back rest -

proper and a support pivotally connected
therewith, a pawl also pivotally connected
with said side rails, and a brace pivotally con-
nected with said head and back rest proper,
said support having notches along its upper
and lower edges, sald notches bemg adapted
to engage with said brace and pawl, and a
fabrie stretehed acrosg said head-rest proper
andsecured thereto,allsubstantially asshown
and described. .

4. Asan article of manufacture, a bed-rest,
consisting of a pair of side rails; seeured to-
gether near their ends, a pair of plates se-
cured to each of said side rails, near one end,
a head and shoulder rest proper consisting of
sides and a cross-piece, buttons secured’ to
said sides and said cross-piece, a canvas but-
toned over said buttons for a head and shoul-
der support, pillow-holders also buttoned
over a pair of buttons on said cross-piece, a
brace pivoted to said head and back rest, a
pivoted support connected with the side rails
of said bed-rest with which said brace en-
gages, a pawl also pivoted to said side rails
for engaging with said pivoted support to ad-
just said support, all substantially as shown
and described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

ORAM A. NINCEHELSER.

Witnesses:
THOMAS B. OWEN,
THOMAS B. WARE.
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