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To att whom it may concermn: .

Be it known that I, EDWIN S. MAYLAND, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Brook-
lyn, in the countyof Kings and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Letter Openers and Ejec-
tors; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

My invention relates to letter openers and
extractors of the kind which form a part of
the envelop; and it consists of the device
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a view of the open envelop-
blank, showing the device on its interior be-
fore closing; and Fig. 2 is a view of the closed
envelop, showing the device in dotted lines.

A is the open blank.

- B is the closed envelop.

In the top fold I insert from a to b a hard
strong thread projecting from the upper right-
hand corner at 4, detachably secured at ¢ and
U and preferably lightly gummed, glued, ce-
mented, or otherwise detachably affixed by
adhesive means to the blank between ¢ and
b. From the point b the thread is carried
diagonally downward to or near to the lower
edge of the envelop at the middle point ¢ and
there detachably secured to the lower flap,
whence it passes from ¢ to d on the lower flap,
where it is securely attached at d and pref-
erably fastened lightly by adhesive means to
the blank between the points ¢ and d. It
may also be detachably fastened between the
points b and ¢ for better security in inserting
letters so that they may be ejected; but the
latter precaution is not necessary.. When
the blank is properly folded, as shown at B,
the thread assumes the position shown in
dotted lines in Fig. 2 from « to b, thence to
¢,and thence to . The letter when inserted
lies in the loop of the thread b ¢ d, which loop
straightens out on any slight pull, drawing
the letter with it.

In order to avoid pinching the contained
letter, and thusinterfering with its ejectinent,
Ipreferably close the blank between the lower
fold and the dotted line e f, so that the let-
ter will not sink entirely down to the fold. I

do this either by adhesive means between the
line e f and the fold or by inserting small
metal fasteners through the envelop at inter-
vals on the line ¢ f, as at ¢ h, or in any other
obviously equivalent manner of effecting the
same result.

The mode of operating the device is.as fol-
lows: Grasping the letter near its lower cor-
ner without pinching the contents the oper-
ator seizes the projecting end 2 of the thread
and givesitaslight pull or jerk, which causes
the thread to cut its way through the upper
fold, exposing the contents of the envelop.
A continued pull withdraws the loop b ¢ d,
bringing with it the contained letter em-
braced by the loop, the thread not being de-
tained until siraightened out and held by its
connection at the center d of the envelop.
In this way the contents of a large mail can
be discharged as rapidly as the envelops can
be handled, and more rapidly than in any
other way known by me to be in use.

A knot may be formed in the thread close
to the envelop, if desired, as shown in Fig. 2,
which will facilitate the grasping of the thread
and also permit of the use of a shorter pro-
jecting end, or the end need not project at
all if a tearable place be made by perfora-
tions in the envelop near the upper fold, as
shown in dotted lines at 7, so that the thread
may be grasped at that point. The thread
in this case will cut the fold both ways af
once.

I do not claim the employment of a thread
for opening letters per se; but

What I elaim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. An envelop having an inserted thread
along its upper fold, detachably fastened at
the corners, a loop of said thread passing
ifrom one upper corner diagonally to near the
middle of the lower fold, there detachably
fastened to the lower flap and proceeding
thence to the point of the lower flap, where
said thread is secured, whereby the envelop
may be opened and its contents ejected by a
pull on the thread, substantially as specified.

2. A combined envelop, letter opener and
ejector, consisting of a thread ¢ b detachably
secured along the interior npper edge of said
envelop, a loop b ¢ d of said thread passing
from one upper corner to near the middle of
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- the lower edge, there detachably fastened to
the lower flap and proceeding thence to the
point of the lower flap, where it is secured;
said envelop provided with means at its lower
edge for preventing the pinching of the con-
tents thereof in handling the envelop for ejec-
tion, snbstantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

EDWIN 8. MAYLAND.

Witnesses: '
JOHN HEYDINGER, Jr.,
R. H. MAYLAND.




